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Saygideger Okuyucularimiz,

Eklektik Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi'nin 2024 Aralik sayisini takdim etmekten mutluluk duyu-
yoruz. Bu sayida yer alan makaleler, sosyal bilimlerin genis yelpazesinde yenilik¢i, disiplin-
ler arasi yaklasimlar sunarak bilgiye katkida bulunmayi hedeflemektedir. Bu sayimizda yer
alan calismalar; tarih, siyaset bilimi, cevre politikasi, antropoloji, film teorisi ve ekonomi gibi
cesitli alanlarda derinlemesine analizler icermektedir. Bu cesitlilik, dergimizin adini aldigi
“eklektik” karakterini tam anlamiyla yansitmaktadir.

Omer Kalav'in makalesi, “Enflasyon ve Déviz Kuru Gecgiskenligi”, Turkiye ekonomisinde do-
viz kuru hareketlerinin tuketici fiyatlari Gzerindeki etkilerini hem teorik hem de ampirik bir
yaklasimla ele aliyor. Calisma, ARDL modeli kullanarak kisa ve uzun dénem enflasyon dina-
miklerini analiz ediyor. Odul Celep, ‘David Cronenberg’in Vicut Korkusu Sinemasi Siyaseti”
baslikll makalesinde, Cronenberg’in “Videodrome”, “The Fly” ve “Crash” filmleri Gzerinden
vUcut korkusu sinemasinin politik boyutlarini analiz ediyor. Calisma, sinema ve siyaset ara-
sindaki iliskiye dair yeni bir cerceve sunuyor.

Ahmet Mirag Akmen’in ¢alismasi, "Milliyetci Hareket Partisi'nin Secim Beyannamelerinde
Cevre Politikasi”, 2011-2023 yillari arasinda MHP'nin se¢im beyannamelerinde yer alan gcevre
politikalarini inceliyor. Calisma, parti beyannamelerindeki cevre odakli sdylemleri tarihsel
sUrecteki degisimler baglaminda ele aliyor. Mehmet Mert Kaleci'nin makalesi, “Turkiye Gun-
luga Dergisi: ‘Sag'in Temel ‘Liberal’ Dederler ile Kendini Yeniden insasi”, 1989-1997 déneminde
sag siyaset igcindeki liberal egilimleri ve Turkiye Gunlugu dergisinin bu baglamdaki roltnu
analiz ediyor. Calisma, yeni kurumsalci sdylemselci perspektif isiginda devlet ve siyaset
merkezindeki dontsum taleplerine odaklaniyor. Sule Chousein Hasan'in ¢alismasi, “Yuna-
nistandaki Bir 21. Yazyil Musliman-Turk Koyunde ‘Kutsal Bir Rittelin Sembolik Yonleri”, Galini
(Yalanca) koyunde gerceklestirilen “Tekke Pilavi” ritUelini derinlemesine inceliyor. Calisma,
ritUelin tarihsel ve sosyo-kulturel anlamlarini, Bektasi gelenekleriyle iliskisini ve modernles-
me karsisinda bu kaltarel pratigin dontsumund ele aliyor. Ertan Urkmez'in makalesi, “Is-
lam'in Daalist Yorumu ve 16. Yiuzyil Anadolu'sunda Ideolojik Séylem Olarak Kullanimi”, Safevi
Devleti'nin 16. yuzyilin ilk ceyreginde Kerbela soylemini yeniden yorumlama bigcimini analiz
ediyor. Calisma, bu soylemin tarihsel kdkenlerini ve ideolojik islevlerini tartisarak Osman-
li-Safevi iliskilerine dair dnemli bir perspektif sunuyor.

TR Dizin basvuru sUrecimiz devam etmekte olup yakin zamanda ULAKBIM'de taranan
bir dergi olmayr umut ediyoruz. Bu dogrultuda, editor ekibimiz ve yazarlarimizla birlikte
6zenle galismaya devam ediyoruz. Eklektik olarak, 6zgln ve nitelikli calismalara ev sahipligi
yapmaktan mutluluk duyuyoruz. Yayin sUrecinde emegi gegcen degerli yazarlarimiza, ha-
kemlerimize ve editor ekibimize tesekklr ederiz. Siz degerli okuyucularimizla ise bu degerli
birikimi paylasmaktan onur duyuyoruz.

Saygilarimizla,
Prof. Dr. Sakir Din¢gsahin
Eklektik Dergisi Editoru
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Inflation and Exchange Rate Pass-Through

Omer Kalav'!

Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between exchange rate pass-through (ERPT) and
inflation within dynamic structure, focusing on the impact of exchange rate changes
on consumer prices (CPI) in Tiirkiye. The theoretical and empirical analysis builds
on existing frameworks, considering how central banks’ reactions to exchange rate
movements play a crucial role in shaping inflationary dynamics. The study uses the
ARDL model to analyse the long-term and short-term effects of exchange rate fluc-
tuations on inflation, focusing on the interaction between the CPI and the nominal
exchange rate (NEX). For these goals, we employed monthly data over the January of
2000 and August of 2024.

The analysis 1s based on two baseline models: the first examines how changes in the
exchange rate directly impact the CPI, while the second assesses the rate of change in
inflation due to exchange rate variations. Stationarity of the data is ensured through
unit root testing, which confirms the appropriateness of using the ARDL model. The
results reveal that exchange rate movements significantly affect CPI, with a 1% in-
crease in the exchange rate leading to a 1.1625% increase in the CPI in the long run,
as evidenced by a p-value of 0.00. Additionally, in the short term, a 1% increase in
the exchange rate results in a 0.1164% rise in the CPI, indicating a persistent effect
on prices. The error correction term further supports the existence of a significant
relationship between the CPI and the exchange rate in both short and long-term dy-
namics. Based on model 2, exchange rate changes have a significant effect on infla-
tion in the long-term relationship. In particular, it has been shown that exchange rate
increases can lead to long-term increases in inflation.

Keywords: Exchange Rate Pass-Through (ERPT), Inflation, ARDL Model, Consumer
Price Index (CPI), Monetary Policy, Emerging Economies, Exchange Rate Fluctuations
JEL Codes: E31, E52, F31, F41, O11, 043

1 Yar: Zamanli Ogretim Uyesi, Istanbul Gedik Universitesi IISBF Isletme B&liimi,
omer@kalav.com, ORCID: 0000-0002-3098-8086
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1. Introduction

The effect of exchange rate fluctuations on consumer prices and hence inflation is an
important issue that monetary authorities carefully monitor and shape their policies.
Exchange rate movements can directly affect the general price level, especially in im-
port-dependent economies. In this context, monetary authorities react sensitively to
changes in exchange rates in order to keep inflation under control.? While exchange
rate fluctuations can cause inflationary pressures by increasing the cost of imported
inputs, they can also have a deflating effect on inflation in the opposite case.* This
article will discuss the effects of monetary authorities’ reactions to exchange rate
movements on price stability and economic balance.

Exchange rate fluctuations are a major determinant of inflation and can have signifi-
cant effects on the shaping of monetary policies.* The anticipated impact of exchange
rate movements on consumer prices plays a critical role in determining how the cen-
tral bank will respond to these movements. In particular, monetary authorities may
consider beyond the temporary effects of exchange rate movements on price levels
but may need to intervene if the impact on inflation is persistent. If exchange rate
pass-through is not analysed correctly, the risk of policy errors is particularly high
in emerging market economies. In such economies, large exchange rate movements
are more frequent and central banks are more likely to respond to such movements’.
This situation highlights the need to properly assess the impact of exchange rate pass-

2 John B. Taylor, “The Role of the Exchange Rate in Monetary-Policy Rules,” American Economic
Review 91, no. 2 (2001): 263-267; Lars E. O. Svensson, “Open-Economy Inflation Targeting,” Journal of
International Economics 50, no. 1 (2000): 155—183.

3 Maurice Obstfeld and Kenneth Rogoff, “The Mirage of Fixed Exchange Rates,” Journal of Economic
Perspectives 9, no. 4 (1995): 73-96.

4  Stanley Fischer, “Speech by Vice Chairman Fischer on the Transmission of Exchange Rate Changes

to Output and Inflation,” Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (November 12, 2015), https://
www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/speech/fischer20151112a.htm.; Kristin Forbes, “Much Ado about
Something Important: How Do Exchange Rate Movements Affect Inflation?” The Manchester School 84, no.
S1 (2016): 15-41, https://doi.org/10.1111/manc.12159.; Frederic S. Mishkin, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through
and Monetary Policy: A Speech at the Norges Bank Conference on Monetary Policy, Oslo, Norway, March 7,
2008,” Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/fipfedgsq/373.
htm.

5  Guillermo A. Calvo and Carmen M. Reinhart, “Fear of Floating,” The Quarterly Journal of Economics
117, no. 2 (2002): 379-408, https://doi.org/10.1162/003355302753650274.; Christopher P. Ball and Jorge A.
Reyes, “Inflation Targeting or Fear of Floating in Disguise: A Broader Perspective,” SSRN Scholarly Paper
668981, 2004, https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.668981.
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through on inflation—in this context, exchange rate pass-through is defined as the
percentage increase in consumer prices caused by a 1% depreciation in the effective
exchange rate over a one-year period.

The existing literature suggests that exchange rate movements are only partially re-
flected in domestic prices and that this effect is attenuated along the production chain.
Pass-through to consumer prices occurs through a variety of channels, from direct ef-
fects on energy and other commodity prices to indirect effects on import prices, wage
formation, and profit margins.®

A variety of structural factors reduce the sensitivity of domestic prices to exchange
rate movements. These factors include the intensity of competition between import-
ing and exporting firms’, the frequency of price changes®, the composition of trade,
and the level of participation in global value chains. Other important factors that af-
fect this sensitivity are the rate of trade in foreign currencies and the use of foreign
exchange hedging instruments. In addition, a well-structured monetary policy frame-
work is considered an effective tool in reducing the pass-through of exchange rate
fluctuations on consumer prices by supporting the sound management of inflation
expectations.

Beyond structural factors and country characteristics, the type of macroeconomic
shock that causes exchange rate movements is an important factor in determining

6  Philippe Bacchetta and Eric van Wincoop, “A Theory of the Currency Denomination of International
Trade,” Journal of International Economics 67, no. 2 (2005): 295-319.; Ariel Burstein and Gita Gopinath,
“International Prices and Exchange Rates,” in Handbook of International Economics, vol. 4 (Elsevier, 2014),
391-451.; Takatoshi Ito and Kiyotaka Sato, “Exchange Rate Changes and Inflation in Post-Crisis Asian
Economies: Vector Autoregression Analysis of the Exchange Rate Pass-Through,” Journal of Money, Credit
and Banking 40, no. 7 (2008): 1407—1438, https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1538-4616.2008.00165.x.; Jonathan
McCarthy, “Pass-Through of Exchange Rates and Import Prices to Domestic Inflation in Some Industrialized
Economies,” Staff Reports, Article 111 (New York: Federal Reserve Bank of New York, 2000).

7  Mary Amiti, Oleg Itskhoki, and Jozef Konings, “Importers, Exporters, and Exchange Rate Disconnect,”
American Economic Review 104, no. 7 (2014): 194278, https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.104.7.1942.

8 Michael B. Devereux and Jay Yetman, “Price Setting and Exchange Rate Pass-Through: Theory and
Evidence,” 10: Theory, 2002, https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Price-Setting-and-Exchange-Rate-Pass-
Through%3A-and-Devereux-Yetman/54b7¢99133361f83564a4c8168a888bc98736d7c¢.; Giancarlo Corsetti
and Luca Dedola, “A Macroeconomic Model of International Price Discrimination,” Journal of International
Economics 67, no. 1 (2005): 129-155.; Gita Gopinath and Oleg Itskhoki, “Frequency of Price Adjustment
and Pass-Through,” Quarterly Journal of Economics 125, no. 2 (2010): 675-727.
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the magnitude of the pass-through.’ This reflects the fact that shocks affecting the
exchange rate also affect economic activity, profit margins, productivity, price forma-
tion, and inflation expectations. Therefore, the estimated magnitude of the exchange
rate pass-through may vary significantly depending on the nature of the shock that
triggers exchange rate movements -a possibility that has not been adequately consid-
ered in most empirical studies.

In this section, the exchange rate pass-through is discussed both theoretically and
empirically in terms of its effect on inflation, and it is emphasized why this relation-
ship has a complex and dynamic structure. In developing economies, how monetary
policies should be structured to reduce the effect of exchange rate fluctuations on
inflation can be addressed in more detail in future studies on this subject.

2. Exchange Rate Pass-Through and Inflation: Theoretical Framework

Exchange rate pass-through refers to the impact of exchange rate changes on do-
mestic price levels and has an important place in economic theory. Exchange rate
pass-through is considered one of the main factors determining inflation dynamics,
especially in developing economies. In the theoretical literature, exchange rate pass-
through is examined depending on various factors such as pricing behavior, market
structure, trade relations and macroeconomic policies.

Exchange rate pass-through (ERPT) is used for the analysis of how prices of imported
and locally produced products change as the currency exchange rates change. Ceteris
paribus, if the exchange rate goes down, the imported products become costlier, and
this can stimulate an increase in the prices of local products. The degree of pass-
through is not homogenous; in some countries most of the changes in the exchange
rate are fully transmitted to the prices of goods and services in the economy while in

9 Mariarosaria Comunale and Davor Kunovac, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through in the Euro Area,” Working
Paper Series 2003, European Central Bank, 2017, https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/ecbecbwps/20172003.
htm.; Kristin Forbes, Ida Hjortsoe, and Tsvetelina Nenova, “Shocks versus Structure: Explaining Differences
in Exchange Rate Pass-Through across Countries and Time,” Discussion Papers, Article 50, London: Bank
of England, 2017, https://ideas.repec.org/p/mpc/wpaper/0050.html.; Jay Shambaugh, “A New Look at Pass-
Through,” Journal of International Money and Finance 27, no. 4 (2008): 560-591.
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other countries this is not fully transmitted.'’

There are some determinants of exchange rate pass-through including but not limited
to inflation targeting by the central banks, the nature of markets and competition, spe-
cific currencies used in trade contracts, trade openness among other factors''. There
1s a tendency for countries which maintain a fixed exchange rate regime to exhibit a
higher degree of pass-through compared to those which maintain a flexible regime
because under fixed exchange rate some disturbances may require a very large change
in prices while in a flexible regime many adjustment movements occur gradually.'?

The relationship between exchange rate pass-through and inflation is affected by
many factors in the economy, such as pricing behaviour, market structure, and trade
relations. While exchange rate pass-through refers to the impact of exchange rate
changes on local prices, the degree of this pass-through varies depending on firms’
pricing strategies, market structure, and implemented macroeconomic policies. Con-
cepts such as local currency pricing (LCP) and foreign currency pricing (PCP) have
significant effects on exchange rate pass-through, determining which currency firms
prefer and the consequences of this preference on inflation. In this context, let’s
consider the interaction between exchange rate pass-through and inflation under the
following headings:

2.1. Pricing Behaviour and Exchange Rate Pass-Through

Exchange rate pass-through is often discussed in the context of pricing strategies of
importing and exporting firms. Importing firms can cause increases in domestic price
levels by directly reflecting exchange rate changes in their prices. This situation is
called “Full Pass-Through” and indicates that exchange rate changes are fully reflect-
ed in consumer prices. However, the situation where exchange rate changes are not
fully reflected in domestic prices is called “Partial Pass-Through”. In this case, firms
partially reflect exchange rate fluctuations in their prices, which has a more limited

10 Gita Gopinath and Roberto Rigobon, “Sticky Borders,” Quarterly Journal of Economics 123, no. 2
(2008): 531-575, https://doi.org/10.1162/gjec.2008.123.2.531.

11 Michael Mussa, “Factors Driving Global Economic Integration,” in Global Economic Integration:
Opportunities and Challenges, ed. Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City (Kansas City, MO: Federal Reserve
Bank of Kansas City, 2000), 9-56.

12 Corsetti and Dedola, “A Macroeconomic Model of International Price Discrimination.”
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effect on inflation."

Firms’ pricing behaviour is an important factor determining the degree of exchange
rate pass-through. For example, firms that price in domestic currency are less affect-
ed by exchange rate fluctuations and have low pass-through. In contrast, firms that
price in foreign currency can reflect exchange rate fluctuations directly into their
prices, causing high pass-through.'

2.2. Market Structure and Exchange Rate Pass-Through

Exchange rate pass-through can also vary depending on market structure. In com-
petitive markets, firms can reflect exchange rate changes more quickly to their pric-
es, while monopolies determine their pricing strategies according to exchange rate
changes, and the extent to which they reflect cost increases to domestic prices deter-
mines the degree of exchange rate pass-through. In the literature, two basic pricing
strategies stand out: “Local Currency Pricing” (LCP) and “Producer Currency Pric-
ing” (PCP)."

The study of firms’ pricing decisions is one of the important research topics in inter-
national macroeconomics. It is directly related to the movement of international rel-
ative prices, expenditure shifting and adjustment of global imbalances, and imported
inflation. Moreover, such studies can also provide important information about the
nature of price-setting mechanisms; these mechanisms feature prominently in most
macroeconomic models.

In recent years, the empirical literature estimating exchange rate pass-through at the
commodity level has provided important insights into firms’ pricing behaviour fol-
lowing exchange rate shocks. While the findings have revealed a large heterogeneity
along various dimensions such as firm or commodity characteristics, a common con-
clusion is that the pass-through is quite incomplete even in the long run: import prices

13 Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg and Michael M. Knetter, “Goods Prices and Exchange Rates: What Have
We Learned?” Journal of Economic Literature 35, no. 3 (1997): 1243-1272.

14 Michael B. Devereux and Charles Engel, “Monetary Policy in the Open Economy Revisited: Price
Setting and Exchange-Rate Flexibility,” The Review of Economic Studies 70, no. 4 (2003): 765-783.

15 Raphael A. Auer and Raphael S. Schoenle, “Market Structure and Exchange Rate Pass-Through,”
Journal of International Economics 98 (2016): 60—77, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jinteco.2015.10.003.
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do not move one-to-one with the exchange rate.'®

Incomplete exchange rate pass-through in the long run can be explained by the ad-
justment of margins (profit margins) to adapt to local market conditions. This channel
was first introduced by Krugman'!” and Dornbush!® and later elaborated by Melitz and
Ottaviano'’,Atkeson and Burstein®’,Chen et.al?!, and Gopinath and Itskhoki.?> These
studies show that firms adjust their margins in response to exchange rate changes and,
as a result, import prices are not fully reflected in exchange rate changes.

2.3. Local Currency Pricing (LCP)

Local currency pricing strategy refers to importers implementing a fixed price poli-
cy in the domestic market. According to this strategy, importers try to keep domes-
tic prices constant despite exchange rate changes. In this case, exchange rate pass-
through is low because importing firms do not fully reflect exchange rate changes
in domestic prices. LCP is especially common in highly competitive markets and in
products with low price elasticity. This approach can limit the impact of exchange
rate shocks on domestic inflation, but it can put pressure on margins in the long run.?

16 Auer and Schoenle, “Market Structure and Exchange Rate Pass-Through,”.

17 Paul Krugman, Pricing to Market When the Exchange Rate Changes (Cambridge, MA: National Bureau
of Economic Research, 1986), https://econpapers.repec.org/paper/nbrnberwo/1926.htm.

18 Rudiger Dornbusch, “Exchange Rates and Prices,” The American Economic Review 77, no. 1 (1987):
93-106.

19 Marc J. Melitz and Gianmarco 1. P. Ottaviano, “Market Size, Trade, and Productivity,” The Review of
Economic Studies 75, no. 1 (2008): 295-316.

20 Andrew Atkeson and Ariel Burstein, “Pricing-to-Market, Trade Costs, and International Relative Prices,”
American Economic Review 98, no. 5 (2008): 1998-2031.

21 Natalie Chen, Jean Imbs, and Andrew Scott, “The Dynamics of Trade and Competition,” Journal of
International Economics 77, no. 1 (2009): 50-62.

22 Gita Gopinath and Oleg Itskhoki, “Frequency of Price Adjustment and Pass-Through,” Quarterly
Journal of Economics 125, no. 2 (2010): 675-727.

23 Devereux and Engel, “Monetary Policy in the Open Economy Revisited,”.
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2.4. Foreign Currency Pricing (PCP)

The foreign currency pricing strategy refers to importers directly reflecting cost in-
creases to domestic prices. In this strategy, exchange rate changes cause full pass-
through on domestic prices, which creates a more pronounced effect on inflation.
The PCP strategy is generally preferred in cases where the importer has high market
power and high price flexibility. This strategy can be more common in countries with
high exchange rate pass-through and can lead to increased inflationary pressures.

2.5. Market Structure and Trade Relations

The degree of exchange rate pass-through is also closely related to the market struc-
ture and the nature of trade relations. In oligopolistic markets, firms reflect exchange
rate changes to prices more limitedly, while pass-through may be higher in competi-
tive markets. In addition, the structure of trade also plays a determining role in pass-
through. For example, in economies where intermediate goods are heavily imported,
the impact of exchange rate changes on costs may be higher and this situation may be
reflected in prices more quickly.?

2.6. Macroeconomic Policies and Exchange Rate Pass-through

Macroeconomic policies also have an important effect on exchange rate pass-through.
The monetary policy framework plays a critical role in determining the impact of ex-
change rate pass-through on inflation. Especially in inflation targeting regimes, the
credibility of central banks and their ability to manage inflation expectations may
limit exchange rate pass-through. This situation may weaken the impact of exchange
rate changes on inflation and enable central banks to be more effective in ensuring
price stability (Taylor, 2000)a decline that is frequently characterized as a reduction
in the ‘pricing power’ of firms. The decline appears to be associated with the decline
in inflation in many countries. The decline has important implications for monetary
policy because it affects both forecasts of inflation and the effects of changes in
monetary policy on inflation. Some have argued that the decline in pricing power

24 Obstfeld and Rogoff, “The Mirage of Fixed Exchange Rates,”.

25 Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg and Rebecca Hellerstein, “A Structural Approach to Explaining Incomplete
Exchange-Rate Pass-Through and Pricing-to-Market,” American Economic Review 98, no. 2 (2008): 423—
429, https://doi.org/10.1257/aer.98.2.423.
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helped to keep inflation low in the face of apparently strong demand pressures in the
United States in the late 1990s. This paper puts forth the view that the decline in pass-
through or pricing power is due to the low inflation environment that has recently
been achieved in many countries. First, a microeconomic model of price setting is
used to show that lower pass-through is caused by lower perceived persistence of cost
changes. Evidence is then presented showing that inflation is positively correlated
with persistence of inflation, suggesting that the low inflation itself has caused the
low pass-through. An economy-wide model consistent with the micromodel is then
presented to illustrate how such changes in pricing power affect output and inflation
dynamics in favorable ways, but can disappear quickly if monetary policy and expec-
tations change.?

3. Literature Reviews

Research shows that the effect of exchange rate pass-through on domestic prices is
affected by the inflationary environment and monetary policy regimes. Lower infla-
tion rates have been found to be associated with lower exchange rate pass-through.?’
Countries with flexible exchange rate regimes and credible inflation targets generally
experience lower pass-through rates.?® The frequency of price changes by importing
firms is determined by monetary policy, and this frequency affects pass-through rates.
A looser monetary policy leads to increased inflation and exchange rate volatility,
causing price changes to occur more frequently and thus increasing the pass-through
rate”. Central bank independence can play an important role in stabilizing inflation
following large currency movements.*® The nature of the shocks that trigger exchange

26 John B. Taylor, “Low Inflation, Pass-Through, and the Pricing Power of Firms,” Furopean Economic
Review 44, no. 7 (2000): 1389-1408, https://doi.org/10.1016/S0014-2921(00)00037-4.

27 Ehsan U. Choudhri and Dalia S. Hakura, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Domestic Prices: Does the
Inflationary Environment Matter?” Journal of International Money and Finance 25, no. 4 (2006): 614—639,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jimonfin.2005.11.009.; Jeannine Bailliu and Eiji Fujii, “Exchange Rate Pass-
Through and the Inflation Environment in Industrialized Countries: An Empirical Investigation,” SSRN
Electronic Journal (2004), https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.560762.

28 Jongrim Ha, Marc Stocker, and Hakan Yilmazkuday, Inflation and Exchange Rate Pass-Through, Policy
Research Working Paper 8780 (Washington, DC: World Bank Group, 2019), https://doi.org/10.1596/1813-
9450-8780.

29 Devereux and Yetman, “Price Setting and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.”

30 Ha, Stocker, and Yilmazkuday, Inflation and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.
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rate movements and country-specific characteristics are also critical in determining
pass-through rates®'. These findings highlight the complex relationship between in-
flation, monetary policy, and exchange rate pass-through. The table below shows the
summery of selected studies about exchange rate pass-through to inflation.

Table 1: Summery of Selected Studies about Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Inflation

Study

Summery

Main findings

Methodology

(Bailliu & Fujii, 2004)

Exchange rate pass-th-
rough loses its effect on
consumer prices when a

low inflation environment
is provided by monetary
policy changes.

- Exchange rate pass-th-
rough decreases when
moving to a low inflation
environment.

- Pass-through decreased
after inflation stabilization
in the early 1990s, but the
same effect was not obser-
ved after a similar event in
the 1980s.

- The difference between
the 1980s and 1990s can
be explained by more
reliable monetary policy
changes in the 1990s.

- Panel data approach is used to
estimate exchange rate pass-th-
rough for 11 industrialized
countries between 1977-2001.
- Dynamic GMM panel data
estimator is used to account for
the lagged dependent variable.
- Bai and Perron (1998) test
is applied to detect changes in
inflation in each country.

- Interactions between exchange
rate and inflation environment

changes are examined.

(Haet al., 2019)

Exchange rate pass-throu-
gh varies across countries
due to the nature of shocks
and country-specific cha-
racteristics.

- Different local and global
shocks can greatly alter the
impact of exchange rate
pass-through on inflation.
- Countries with flexible
exchange rate regimes and
credible inflation targets
generally have lower
pass-through rates.

- Central bank indepen-
dence can help moderate

inflation.

- Structural factor augmented
vector autoregressive (FAVAR)
models are estimated for 47
countries.

- Two main factors explaining
the variations in exchange rate
pass-through are examined:

1. Nature of shocks (local vs.
global) 2. Country-specific
characteristics (monetary policy
frameworks and structural cha-
racteristics).

- The effects of country-specific
factors on exchange rate pass-th-

rough are analyzed.

31 Ha, Stocker, and Yilmazkuday, Inflation and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.
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Study

Summery

Main findings

Methodology

(Choudhri & Hakura,
2006)

Inflationary environment
is positively related to exc-

hange rate pass-through.

- There is a positive and
significant relationship
between inflation rate and
exchange rate pass-throu-
gh.

- Inflation rate is more
dominant than other mac-
roeconomic variables in
explaining exchange rate
pass-through.

- The findings contradict
the hypothesis that low
inflation environment
reduces exchange rate
pass-through.

- The exchange rate pass-throu-
gh relationship is derived from
new open economy macroeco-
nomic models.
- This relationship is estimated
using a large dataset consisting
of 71 countries between 1979-
2000.

- The relationship between
pass-through and average inflati-
on rate across different countries

and time periods is examined.

- The importance of inflation
rate compared to other macroe-
conomic variables in explaining
pass-through rates is evaluated.

(M. Devereux & Yet-
man,2002)

Exchange rate pass-throu-
gh is determined by the
frequency of price changes
by importing firms, and
this frequency is affected
by monetary policy and
exchange rate volatility.

- Exchange rate pass-th-
rough is determined by the
frequency of price changes
by importing firms, which

is shaped by the central

bank’s monetary policy
rules.

- A looser monetary policy
leads to higher inflation
and exchange rate vo-
latility, leading to more
frequent price changes
and higher exchange rate

pass-through.

- A theoretical model was deve-
loped to examine how monetary
policy and exchange rate volati-
lity affect the frequency of price
changes by importing firms.

- The model’s predictions were
tested using a data set from 122
countries.

- The positive but nonlinear
relationship between exchange
rate pass-through and average
inflation and exchange rate
volatility was tested with the

model’s predictions.
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Study

Summery

Main findings

Methodology

(M. B. Devereux &
Yetman, 2005)

Sticky prices and the
frequency of endogenous
price adjustments determi-
ne the degree of exchange

rate pass-through.

- Sticky prices are an im-
portant determinant of low
exchange rate pass-through
in low-inflation countries.
- Exchange rate pass-th-
rough increases with
average inflation, but at a
decreasing rate.
- Empirical results closely
match model predictions,
providing strong support
for the role of price sticki-
ness in determining exc-

hange rate pass-through.

- A theoretical model on exc-
hange rate pass-through with
sticky prices and endogenous
price adjustment frequency is
developed.

- Model parameters and shock
processes are calibrated for a
large sample of countries.

- Model simulations are per-
formed to calculate theoretical
pass-through coefficients for
each country.

- Empirical pass-through coeffi-
cients are estimated for the same
set of countries.

- Theoretical and empirical rela-
tionships between pass-through

and inflation are compared.

(Oladipo, 2017)

Inflation targeting has

reduced exchange rate

pass-through in South
Africa.

- Inflation targeting has
had significant effects on
inflation, production and

- After inflation targe-
ting, the transmission of
exchange rate changes
to consumer prices has
decreased.

- After inflation targeting,
the impact of foreign
producer costs on import
prices has decreased.

exchange rate movements.

- Vector Autoregressive (VAR)
model was used.

- The effects of inflation targe-
ting on inflation, production,
exchange rate movements and
the transmission of exchange
rate changes to consumer prices
were examined.

- The effect of foreign produ-
cer costs on import prices was

analyzed.
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Study Summery Main findings

Methodology

- Lower and more stable

inflation environments

are associated with lower

exchange rate pass-through
to consumer prices.

- Adoption of monetary

policy regimes such as

The inflation environment,

monetary policy regime

(Lopez-Villavicencio & and institutional qua- ) ; .
) . inflation targeting leads
Mignon, 2016) lity affect exchange rate . )
) ) to a significant reduction
pass-through in developing | .
i in exchange rate pass-th-
countries.

rough.

- Greater transparency of
monetary policy decisi-
ons reduce exchange rate
pass-through.

- Exchange rate pass-through
is estimated for 15 developing
countries between 1994-2015.
- A multivariate approach that
transcends the binary relations-
hip between exchange rates and
inflation is used.
- The effects of inflation envi-
ronment (level and volatility),
monetary policy regime (inf-
lation targeting, exchange rate
targeting) and institutional fac-
tors (transparency, central bank
independence) on exchange rate

pass-through are examined.

- Exchange rate volatility,
inflation level, varian-
ce and persistence, and

Exchange rate volatility | exchange rate pass-through

increases with the level, increase.
) variance and persistence - Inflation targeting can
(Alexius & Holmberg, ) ) .
2024) of inflation, as well as ex- | reduce the transmission of
change rate pass-through, | exchange rate changes to
but inflation targeting can consumer prices.
reduce this effect. - Inflation targeting can

make prices more stable by
increasing the reliability of

monetary policy.

- Various econometric models
have been used to examine the
effects of inflation targeting on
exchange rate pass-through in
emerging markets.
- An analysis based on the
structural vector autoregressive
(SVAR) model has been con-
ducted to determine the factors
affecting exchange rate pass-th-
rough.
- A data set for various develo-
ping countries between 1995-
2010 has been used.

This table comprehensively summarizes various studies

on exchange rate pass-

through and the inflation environment. The reviewed articles provide important find-
ings to understand how exchange rate pass-through is affected by factors such as the
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inflation environment, monetary policy regimes, and institutional quality.

3.1. Relationship of Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Inflation Environment

Bailliu*?and Choudhri’s* studies show that low inflation environments reduce ex-
change rate pass-through. This finding supports the view that low inflation provides
price stability and limits the impact of exchange rate changes on prices. Studies
such as Ha**and Lopez-Villavicencio® emphasize that exchange rate pass-through is
shaped by country-specific characteristics and monetary policy frameworks such as
inflation targeting. These studies reveal that flexible exchange rate regimes and cred-
ible inflation targets reduce pass-through.

3.2. Monetary Policy and Pass-Through

Devereux (2002)*¢ and Devereux’s (2005)%” studies have examined the impact of
monetary policies on exchange rate pass-through. In particular, they show that loose
monetary policies create higher pass-through associated with high inflation and ex-
change rate volatility. Oladipo’s®® study shows that inflation targeting in South Africa
reduces exchange rate pass-through, that is, inflation targeting limits the impact of
exchange rate changes on consumer prices.

32 Bailliu and Fujii, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through and the Inflation Environment.”
33 Choudhri and Hakura, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Domestic Prices.”
34 Ha, Stocker, and Yilmazkuday, Inflation and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.

35 Ana Lopez-Villavicencio and Valérie Mignon, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through in Emerging Countries:
Do the Inflation Environment, Monetary Policy Regime and Institutional Quality Matter?” (July 5,
2016), https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Exchange-rate-pass-through-in-emerging-countries%3A-
L%C3%B3pez%E2%80%90Villavicencio-Mignon/258aa0c6789323f401736bc4059ae02bfceldd71.

36 Devereux and Yetman, “Price Setting and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.”
37 Devereux and Yetman, “Price Adjustment and Exchange Rate Pass-Through.”

38 Oladipo, O., “Inflation Targeting and Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Domestic Prices: Evidence from

South Africa,” Journal of Economic & Financial Studies 5, no. 5 (2017): Article 05, https://doi.org/10.18533/
jefs.v5i05.294.
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3.3. The Impact of Exchange Rate Shocks

Alexius’s*® study examines how exchange rate volatility and inflation shocks increase
pass-through. This study emphasizes the effects of the persistence of exchange rate
shocks on pass-through, especially in low inflation environments.

3.4. Comprehensive Approaches

The methodological diversity of the studies is striking. Different dimensions of ex-
change rate pass-through have been addressed using various methods such as pan-
el data analyses, vector autoregressive models extended with structural factors, and
Bayesian VAR. This methodological diversity increases the robustness and validity
of the findings on exchange rate pass-through. In summary, the table shows that
exchange rate pass-through is affected by many factors and how these factors inter-
act. The effects of the inflation environment, monetary policy and country-specific
characteristics on pass-through play an important role in shaping economic policies.
These findings provide valuable information for understanding the economic effects
of exchange rate changes and determining the strategies of policy makers.

4. Data and Methodology

In this study, the theoretical frameworks of Goldberg and Knetter*’, Campa and Gold-
berg*', Gopinath and Rigobon*’, Berman et. al*, and Karamelikli** were used to an-

39 Annika Alexius and Mats Holmberg, “Pass-Through with Volatile Exchange Rates and Inflation
Targeting,” Review of World Economics 160, no. 2 (2024): 377-387, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10290-023-
00502-8.

40 Goldberg and Knetter, “Goods Prices and Exchange Rates.”

41 José Manuel Campa and Linda S. Goldberg, “Exchange Rate Pass-Through into Import Prices,” Review
of Economics and Statistics 87, no. 4 (2005): 679-690.

42 Gita Gopinath and Roberto Rigobon, “Sticky Borders,” Quarterly Journal of Economics 123, no. 2
(2008): 531-575, https://doi.org/10.1162/qjec.2008.123.2.531.

43 Nicolas Berman, Philippe Martin, and Thierry Mayer, “How Do Different Exporters React to Exchange
Rate Changes?” The Quarterly Journal of Economics 127, no. 1 (2012): 437-492, https://doi.org/10.1093/qje/
qjr057.

44 Hasan Karamelikli, “The Dynamics of Exchange Rate Pass-Through to Domestic Prices in Turkey,”
Pressacademia 5, no. 1 (2016): 39-39, https://doi.org/10.17261/Pressacademia.2016116552.
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alyse the relationship between inflation and exchange rate pass-through. In addition,
a long-term model was created by following the methods of Ci¢cek and Boz* and
Karamelikli and Korkmaz*¢. The model used in the study is based on the Consumer
Price Index (CPI) and nominal exchange rate data as an indicator of inflation. In the
analysis, how inflation responds to exchange rate changes and the long-term structure
of this effect will be discussed based on these data. The main purpose of the model is
to quantitatively reveal the effects of exchange rate fluctuations on inflation. Based
on that research we set two baseline model as follows:

Baseline Model 1: CPI, = f(NEX,)

CPI;—CPI;_,

o, WEX,)

Baseline Model 1:

In the models used in this study, CPI (Consumer Price Index) is represented by CPI
and nominal exchange rate is represented by NEX.

Baseline Model 1 examines how CPI in a certain period (t) is affected by the nominal
exchange rate (NEX) in the same period. The model aims to measure the effect of
changes in exchange rate directly on CPI. This approach provides a simple but effec-
tive way to determine the effect of exchange rate pass-through on price levels. The
second model examines the relationship between the rate of change in CPLe—CPl—s
)

and nominal exchange rate (NEX). This model aims to analyze the sensitivity of in-
flation to exchange rate fluctuations, that is, how prices change periodically. In par-
ticular, it attempts to understand the dynamics of price level increases by examining
the impact of exchange rate changes on the inflation rate.

These two models examine the effects of exchange rate changes on the CPI both at
the level and at the rate, allowing a more comprehensive assessment of the impact of
exchange rate pass-through on inflation.

45 Sema Cigek and Cagdas Boz, “A New Test of Exchange Rate Pass-Through in a Small Open Economy:
Evidence from Asymmetric ARDL Bounds Approach,” Iktisat Isletme ve Finans 28, no. 333 (2013): 43-64,
https://doi.org/10.3848/1if.2013.333.3840.

46 Hasan Karamelikli and Sibel Korkmaz, “The Dynamics of Exchange Rate Pass-Through to
Domestic Prices in Turkey,” Pressacademia 5, no. 1 (2016): 39-39, https://doi.org/10.17261/
Pressacademia.2016116552.
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The variables used in this study are carefully selected to analyze the relationship
between inflation and exchange rate pass-through, relying on data from the Central
Bank of the Republic of Tiirkiye (TCMB). The Consumer Price Index (CPI) is em-
ployed as a measure of inflation, while the nominal exchange rate (NEX) serves as
the primary independent variable representing exchange rate fluctuations. The fol-
lowing table summarizes the variables, their symbols, descriptions, and data sources,
providing a clear foundation for the subsequent analysis.

Table 2: Variables and Description

Variable Symbol Description Source
) Represents inflation, measured as the general price TCMB (Central Bank of
Consumer Price Index CPI ] ] o
level in the economy. the Republic of Tiirkiye)
) Represents the nominal exchange rate, indicating the
Nominal Exchange . . ) TCMB (Central Bank of
NEX value of the domestic currency relative to foreign . .
Rate the Republic of Tiirkiye)

currencies.

Before starting the analysis, a unit root test will be applied to determine whether the
data is stationary. The unit root test helps determine whether the series is stationary
by testing whether the series fluctuates around a constant mean and variance over
time. This is an important step in analysing the long-term relationships of the varia-
bles used in the model (CPI and NEX). A non-stationary series can lead to incorrect
results; therefore, a unit root test is necessary to check whether the series has the
property of stationarity. Depending on the result of this test, the series may need to
be made stationary by taking their differences.
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Table 3: Unit Root Test Results

UNIT ROOT TEST RESULTS TABLE (PP)

Null Hypothesis: the variable has a unit root

b: Lag Length based on SIC

c: Probability based on MacKinnon (1996) one-sided p-values.

At Level
LCPI LDOLLAR INF
With Constant t-Statistic 6.5451 3.6605 -7.3043
Prob. 1.0000 1.0000 0.0000
n0 n0 Ak
With Constant & Trend t-Statistic 47676 -0.5806 -8.3571
Prob. 1.0000 0.9790 0.0000
n0 n0 Ak
At First Difference
d(LCPI) d(LDOLLAR) d(INF)
With Constant t-Statistic -7.2941 -10.1429 -52.5080
Prob. 0.0000 0.0000 0.0001
skokesk skskk skoksk
With Constant & Trend t-Statistic -8.3672 -10.4481 -58.4794
Prob. 0.0000 0.0000 0.0001
skokesk skskok skoksk
Notes:

a: (*) Significant at the 10%; (**) Significant at the 5%; (***) Significant at the 1% and (no) Not Significant

195



o.'< 'EKLEKTIK

'

ARASTIRMA MAKALESI
E-ISSN: 2980-2849
DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020201

UNIT ROOT TEST RESULTS TABLE (ADF)
Null Hypothesis: the variable has a unit root
At Level
LCPI LDOLLAR INF
With Constant t-Statistic 4.9489 3.4593 -2.7816
Prob. 1.0000 1.0000 0.0623
n0 n0 *
With Constant & Trend t-Statistic 3.8162 -0.6552 -5.8728
Prob. 1.0000 0.9745 0.0000
n0 n0 oAk
Without Constant & Trend t-Statistic 2.5078 5.0156 -1.7862
Prob. 0.9972 1.0000 0.0705
n0 n0 *
At First Difference
d(LCPI) d(LDOLLAR) | d(INF)
With Constant t-Statistic -2.7388 -11.1358 -12.4445
Prob. 0.0689 0.0000 0.0000
* sesksk skskek
With Constant & Trend t-Statistic -4.4661 -12.2557 -12.4234
Prob. 0.0021 0.0000 0.0000
Kokok skokok skksk
Without Constant & Trend t-Statistic -1.7290 -7.2226 -12.4630
Prob. 0.0795 0.0000 0.0000
* skskok skoksk
Notes:
a: (*) Significant at the 10%; (**) Significant at the 5%; (***) Significant at the 1% and (no) Not Significant
b: Lag Length based on SIC
c: Probability based on MacKinnon (1996) one-sided p-values.

According to the ADF test results, it was determined that the LCPI and EXCHANGE
RATE variables were not stationary at the level values and had a unit root. This shows
that these variables were not stationary at the level and that their first differences
should be taken in the modelling. For the INF variable, it was stated that it could be
stationary at the level value of 10% significance level, but it could have a unit root at
the 5% and 1% significance levels. When the first differences were taken, d (LCPI)
could be stationary at the 10% level, but stationarity was not certain at the 5% and
1% levels. On the other hand, and were stationary at their first differences and did

not have a unit root.

The Augmented Dickey-Fuller test was performed to check the stationarity of the
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series of the variables. The test checks the null hypothesis of a unit root in the time
series against the alternative of stationarity. In the present paper, all the series of the
variable have been checked at levels and the first-difference form with or without the
trend component to represent deterministic trends that may exist in the series.

The Phillips-Perron test gives largely parallel results to the ADF test. LCPI and EX-
CHANGE RATE were not stationary at the level value and had a unit root. However,
the Phillips-Perron test results for the INF variable show that this series was station-
ary even at the level value and did not have a unit root. When the first differences
were taken, it was determined that all the variables d(LCPI), d (EXCHANGE RATE)
and d(INF) were stationary in their first differences and did not have a unit root.

The PP test was also conducted as a complementary method to confirm stationarity.
The main difference from the ADF test is that the PP test automatically removes ef-
fects of autocorrelation and heteroskedasticity of error terms without going explicitly
for adding lagged difference terms. That characteristic, in fact, extends its flexibility
under some conditions for data.

The results showed that although all the variables, such as the Consumer Price Index
and the Exchange Rate, at their level form were non-stationary, through first differ-
encing they become stationary, implying that they were integrated of order one, I (1).
The inflation variable, INF, was found to be stationary even at the level by the ADF
test and hence integrated of order zero, [ (0). The lag length for the ADF test is chosen
based on AIC and robustness in results. Finally, one would need to implement PP Test
and present the results.

Also, in tandem with the ADF results, under the PP test, stationarity for CPI and the
Exchange Rate was again confirmed to be at the first difference, I (1), while that of
INF was confirmed at the level, I (0). These consistent results of stationarity from
the two tests consolidate the reliability of the tests’ outcome and hence lay a clear
foundation for the application of the ARDL bounds test. The combination of I (0) and
I (1) confirmed the suitability of the ARDL approach since the model can accommo-
date series with mixed orders of integration. More importantly, no series was found to
be integrated of order two, i.e., I (2), which would invalidate the ARDL model along
with the bounds test results.

The analysis, therefore, ascertains that the stationarity assumptions are thoroughly
proven using both ADF and PP tests, hence reducing the chances of spurious regres-
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sion results and improving the robustness of the subsequent ARDL model estimation.

As a result, both the ADF and Phillips-Perron tests generally show that the series are
stationary in their first differences. However, the INF variable was found to be sta-
tionary even at the level with the Phillips-Perron test. This situation emphasizes that
you need to develop appropriate modelling strategies by considering the stationarity
levels of these series in the modelling process.

According to these results, the ARDL (Autoregressive Distributed Lag) bounds test
developed by (Pesaran et al., 2001) can be applied. The ARDL bounds test allows
the series to be at different stationarity levels (I (0) or I (1)). In other words, some
series may be stationary at the level value (I (0)), while others may be stationary at
the first difference (I(1)). The ADF and Phillips-Perron tests show that some of the
series (LCPI and EXCHANGE RATE) are not stationary at the level value and are
stationary at the first difference (I (1)), and the INF variable is stationary even at the
level according to the PP test (I(0)). This situation is suitable for the use of the ARDL
model because the ARDL model works effectively in cases where the stationarity
degrees of the independent variables are mixed. However, our series should not be
stationary at the second difference (I (2)). If any of your series, is I (2), the ARDL
model and bounds test results will be invalid. According to the information given,
since our series are [ (0) and I (1), a suitable ground has been created to apply the
ARDL bounds test. By applying this test, we can test whether there are long-term
relationships between the variables. According to the ARDL model, the long-term
relationship between the dependent variable Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the in-
dependent variable Net Exports (NEX) can be expressed as follows:

Model 1:

P q
ACPI, =, + Z BACPI_ + Z V,ANEX,  +ACPI,_ + ,NEX,_, +¢,

i=1 =0

Similarly, the relationship between Inflation (INF) and Net Exports (NEX) can be
expressed as:

Model 2:

p q
AINF, = ay+ Y BAINF,  + Y 7,ANEX, , + 4INF, , + ,NEX,, +¢,

i=1 j=0

Hypotheses for Long-Term Relationship.
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(Null Hypothesis): There is no long-term relationship. That is, there is no cointegra-
tion between the dependent and independent variables.

Hy:y,=y,=0

(Alternative Hypothesis): There is a long-run relationship. That is, there is cointegra-
tion between the dependent and independent variables.

H,:y, #0and/or y, #0

These hypotheses can be tested with the ARDL bounds test to evaluate whether there
is a long-term relationship between CPI and INF and NEX. As a result of the test,
if the F-statistic is greater than the critical bounds, the existence of a long-term re-
lationship (co-integration) is accepted. If the F-statistic is smaller than the critical
values, the long-term relationship is rejected.

The ARDL model estimation and bounds testing, developed by Pesaran et al. (2001),
were implemented using EViews. This software was chosen for its robust capabilities
in time series analysis, including the computation of short- and long-term coefficients,
the error correction term (ECT), and the statistical bounds test for co-integration. The
ARDL approach in EViews ensures reliable results even when the stationarity levels
of the variables are mixed. To confirm the presence of a long-term relationship, the
F-statistic for the ARDL bounds test was computed in EViews. Furthermore, diag-
nostic tests such as autocorrelation (using the Durbin-Watson statistic) and mod-
el stability (with CUSUM and CUSUMSQ tests) were performed. These diagnostic
evaluations validated the model’s assumptions and reinforced the credibility of the
estimated relationships.

The results obtained from the ARDL model, including coefficients, probabilities, and
test statistics, were exported to Microsoft Excel. This step facilitated the organiza-
tion and formatting of the data into clear and comprehensive tables, enhancing the
readability and interpretability of the findings. The entire analysis process, from data
preparation to result interpretation, was systematically documented using Microsoft
Word. Visual aids, such as charts and tables, were incorporated into the documenta-
tion to support the narrative and provide clarity. This approach ensured that the anal-
ysis could be reproduced and easily understood by other researchers or practitioners.
The results of short and rung run relationship between CPI and exchange rate (Model
1) are summarised in Table 4 and Table 5.
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Table 4: Conditional Error Correction Regression

Variable Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic Probability (p)

C 0.0447 0.0206 21.686 0.0311
CPL ¥ -0.0094 0.0044 -21.480 0.0327
NEX 0.0109 0.0037 29.406 0.0036
ACPI | 0.4745 0.0629 75.473 0.0000
ACPI -0.1363 0.0648 -21.036 0.0364
ACPI 0.1589 0.0551 28.850 0.0043
ANEX 0.1164 0.0183 63.669 0.0000
ANEX 0.0620 0.0205 30.298 0.0027

The error correction model demonstrates that there is a significant relationship be-
tween CPI and exchange rate in both short and long term. Exchange rate has a posi-
tive and significant impact on CPI in the short term, both in its contemporaneous and
lagged values. This ARDL model is a model where CPI is the dependent variable and
exchange rate is used as the independent variable. The error correction term is which
1s within the accepted range of (-1 < ECT < O).

Tablo S: Long-Run coefficients of model 1

Variable Coefficient Standard Error t-Statistic Probability (p)
LDOLLAR 11.625 0.1986 58.523 0.0000
C 47.526 0.1136 418.226 0.0000

The coefficient for exchange rate is , p-value is . This coefficient shows that a in-
crease in exchange rate in the long run leads to a increase in CPI. A p-value less than
0.05 indicates that this relationship is statistically significant. Constant term of model
1 is , again the p-value is . This indicates that when exchange rate is zero, CPI is at .

The unlagged and 1-period lagged differences of the exchange rate variable are sig-
nificant. The coefficient for exchange rate without a lag is and the p-value is . This
indicates that a 1% increase in exchange rate in the short run leads to a % increase in
CPI. The coefficient for the 1-period lagged difference of exchange rate is and the
p-value is . This again shows that the effect of exchange rate on CPI continues in the

47 EC = CPI - (1.1625xNEX + 4.7526)
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short term.

The lags of CPI are also significant in the model. For example, the coefficient of the
I-period lagged difference of CPI is and the p-value is . This shows that CPI is af-
fected by its own lagged values in the short term. The coefficient of the second period
lagged difference of CPI is and the coefficient of the third period lagged difference
is . These coefficients indicate that CPI fluctuates in the short term and these fluctu-
ations are in different directions. F-Bounds Test results of Model 1 is summarised in
Table 6.

Table 6: F-Bounds Test Results

Test Statistic Value Significance Level 1(0) I(1)
F-statistic 66.371 10% 3.02 3.51
5% 3.62 4.16

2.5% 4.18 4.79

1% 4.94 5.58

The F-statistic of the model is calculated as 6.6371, which exceeds the critical value
range of 3.62 to 4.16 at the 5% significance level. This result indicates the presence
of a significant long-term relationship. Specifically, the bounds test confirms a robust
long-term association between the Consumer Price Index (CPI) and the exchange
rate. The results of the autocorrelation test are presented in Table 7.

Table 7: Autocorrelation and Heteroskedasticity Test Results

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test:

Null hypothesis: No serial correlation at up to 1 lag

F-statistic 2.2716 Prob. F (1,246) 0.133
Obs*R? 2.333182 Prob. 0.126
Heteroskedasticity Test: ARCH

F-statistic 0.6880 Prob. F (1,250) 0.503
Obs*R? 1.3848 Prob. 0.500
CUSUM test Results
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Since both p-values ( and ) are greater than the common significance levels (such as),
we fail to reject the null hypothesis. This means that there is no evidence of serial
correlation in the residuals up to 1 lag, suggesting that the residuals are independent
over time for this model and since both p-values ( and ) are greater than the common
significance levels (such as ), we fail to reject the null hypothesis. This indicates that
there is no evidence of heteroskedasticity in the residuals. The variance of the residu-
als appears to be constant, suggesting that the model does not suffer from heteroske-
dasticity issue. There is no problem regarding to CUSUM test of model 1.

In model 1, there is a significant relationship between exchange rate (logarithm of
exchange rate) and CPI (logarithm of the CPI) in both the short and long term. In the
long term, it is seen that an increase in the dollar exchange rate has a positive effect
on inflation. In the short term, the effect of sudden changes in the dollar exchange
rate on inflation is again positive and significant. Since the error correction term is
negative and significant, we can conclude that the imbalances that occur in the short
term will return to balance in the long term. This shows that inflation adapts to the
changes in the dollar exchange rate.

Based on the results from the long-term model demonstrate that a 1% increase in the
exchange rate leads to a 1.1625% increase in CPI (p-value = 0.0000). This shows that
exchange rate movements have a strong pass-through effect to inflation, highlight-
ing the sensitivity of consumer prices to currency fluctuations. In the short term, a
1% increase in exchange rate leads to a 0.1164% increase in CPI, while the 1-period
lagged effect shows an additional increase of 0.0620%. This indicates that both im-
mediate and delayed changes in the exchange rate drive inflation, making exchange
rate stability crucial for price stability. Policymakers should focus on stabilizing the
exchange rate to avoid triggering sharp inflationary spikes, as even short-term ex-
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change rate movements have significant effects on CPI. The substantial long-term
pass-through (1.1625%) underscores the importance of minimizing prolonged curren-
cy depreciation, which could have lasting inflationary effects.

The error correction term (ECT) of -0.0094, which is within the accepted range of
-1 to 0, suggests that short-term deviations from the long-term equilibrium between
exchange rates and CPI are corrected gradually. This means that although inflationary
shocks from the exchange rate can persist in the short term, the economy will even-
tually return to equilibrium. However, the slow rate of correction, indicated by the
small magnitude of the ECT, implies that it may take significant time for inflation to
fully stabilize after an exchange rate shock. The long-term relationship also suggests
that inflation targeting needs to account for exchange rate fluctuations. The sensitiv-
ity of CPI to exchange rate changes, particularly in the long term (with a coefficient
of 1.1625), means that central banks must consider these movements when setting
inflation targets and adjusting interest rates.

The constant term of 47.526 (p-value = 0.0000) in the long-term regression suggests
that even when the exchange rate is held constant, CPI remains at a baseline level
driven by other structural factors. The baseline level of inflation, independent of
exchange rate fluctuations, could reflect underlying domestic factors such as import
dependency, supply chain inefficiencies, or inflation expectations. Structural reforms
that address these issues are critical to lowering the economy’s baseline inflation
rate. For example, reducing reliance on imported goods and enhancing domestic pro-
duction capabilities could mitigate the impact of exchange rate shocks. A reduction
in structural inflation could also lower the sensitivity of CPI to exchange rate move-
ments, thereby improving the effectiveness of monetary policy.

The significant short-term effects of exchange rate changes on CPI, with a coefficient
of 0.1164 for the contemporaneous effect and 0.0620 for the 1-period lagged effect,
suggest that inflation responds quickly to currency depreciation. The presence of
these significant short-term effects (with p-values of 0.0000 and 0.0027, respective-
ly) indicates that inflation expectations are highly sensitive to exchange rate fluc-
tuations. During periods of exchange rate volatility, policymakers should consider
employing short-term monetary interventions to stabilize expectations. Central banks
may need to act decisively to prevent a feedback loop where high inflation expecta-
tions exacerbate inflationary pressures. In particular, the significant lagged effects
of CPI suggest that inflation dynamics have a delayed but persistent response to ex-
change rate movements.

203



ARASTIRMA MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020201

To summarised, the model’s results show a clear relationship between exchange rate
movements and inflation. The strong pass-through in both the short and long term
underscores the importance of managing exchange rate fluctuations to maintain price
stability. Furthermore, the gradual adjustment process in the error correction model
suggests that while short-term inflationary shocks may be persistent, the economy
will eventually return to equilibrium. Thus, a combination of exchange rate stabili-
zation, structural reforms, and flexible monetary policy is necessary to manage infla-
tion effectively. The results of model 2 are tested in below.

Table 8: Conditional Error Correction Regression of model 2

t-Statista
Variable Coefficient Std. Error
Prob (p)
0.273951
C 0.000299 0.001090
0.7844
-7.415.745
inf_l‘"‘ -0.542382 0.073139
0.0000
3.424.185
NEX 0.003978 0.001162
. 0.0007
0.725725
Ainf, 0.054657 0.075314
0.4687
-1.944.174
Ainf, -0.117405 0.060388
0.0530
1.751.633
Ainf, 0.098282 0.056109
: 0.0811
6.409.418
ANEX 0.122702 0.019144
0.0000
2.842.278
ANEX | 0.061259 0.021553
- 0.0049

In terms of validity of the model, ARDL analysis clearly reveals the relationship be-
tween inflation and exchange rate. The coefficient of the previous period of inflation
being -0.542382 shows that past inflation has a negative effect on current inflation.
This situation shows that decreases in inflation have a positive effect on future infla-
tion.

The past value of the exchange rate variable and current value also provide statis-
tically significant results. The coefficients of for and for show that increases in

48 EC = INF - (0.0073 * LDOLLAR + 0.0006)
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exchange rate have the potential to increase inflation. This finding emphasizes the
effect of exchange rate fluctuations on inflation in Tiirkiye and shows that changes in
exchange rate should be taken into consideration.

In addition, in the analysis conducted to measure the effect of previous periods of
inflation, the coefficients Ainf, and Ainf also show significance. This reveals that
the effect of past periods on inflation is significant and indicates that policy makers
should also pay attention to historical data when determining inflation. The long run
coefficient of model 2 are summarised in blow table.

Table 9: Long-Run Coefficients of Model 2

Variables coefficients Std. Error t-Statista Prob (p)
NEX 0.007334 0.001581 4.638.658 0.0000
C 0.000551 0.002012 0.273698 0.7845

Based on Table S, the coefficient of the NEX (nominal exchange rate) variable in
Table 8 was found to be 0.007334 and this coefficient was statistically significant at
the 0.0000 significance level. This shows that increases in the exchange rate have a
positive effect on inflation in the long term. In other words, increases in the exchange
rate have the potential to increase inflation. This result emphasizes the effect of ex-
change rate fluctuations on inflation in the Turkish economy and shows that exchange
rate changes should be considered on inflation. The constant term was calculated as
0.000551 but was not found to be statistically significant at the 0.7845 significance
level. This indicates that the constant term of the model does not have a significant
effect on long-term inflation dynamics. the results in Table S show that exchange rate
changes have a significant effect on inflation in the long-term relationship of model
2. In particular, it has been shown that exchange rate increases can lead to long-term
increases in inflation.

The F-bounds test results reveal that there is a long-term relationship between in-
flation and the exchange rate. The value of F-statistics, 23.22034, is well above the
critical values at the 1% significance level. This indicates that there is a long-term
equilibrium relationship between the exchange rate and inflation and that economic
policies should take this relationship into account.
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Table 10: Bound Test Results

Test Statista Critical value %10 Statistic %5 Statistic %1 Statistic

F-Statista 23.22034 3.02-3.51 3.62-4.16 4.94 -5.58

As a result, this model shows that there is a strong interaction between inflation and
the exchange rate in Tiirkiye. In particular, the effect of exchange rate fluctuations
on inflation should be considered and policy makers should consider the potential
effects of exchange rate changes on inflation. This situation is of critical importance
in ensuring economic stability. Serial correlation and heteroskedasticity and CUSUM
tests were performed to test the validity of the model.

Table 11: Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM and Heteroskedasticity Test Results:

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test:

Null hypothesis: No serial correlation at up to 2 lags

F-statistic 0.483771 Prob. F(2,244) 0.6170
Obs*R? 1.003217 Prob. 0.6056
Heteroskedasticity Test: ARCH

F-statistic 0.658329 Prob. F(1,251) 0.4179
Obs*R? 0.661839 Prob. 0.4159
CUSUM Test result

Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test was applied to test whether there is
autocorrelation in the model. Since both probability values are above the 5% signifi-
cance level, the null hypothesis cannot be rejected. This situation shows that there is
no autocorrelation in the model up to 2 lags. Therefore, there is no serial correlation
problem in the model error terms.

ARCH test was applied to test whether the error terms have constant variance. Since
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both probability values are above the 5% significance level, the null hypothesis can-
not be rejected. These results show that there is no heteroskedasticity problem in the
model. CUSUM test shows that there is not any problem regarding stability of model.

The model 2 results show that changes in the dollar exchange rate significantly af-
fect inflation in both the short and long term. While sudden increases in the dollar
exchange rate rapidly increase inflation in the short term, there is a positive and sig-
nificant relationship between the dollar exchange rate and inflation in the long term.
In addition, the error correction term reveals that the system returns to equilibrium in
the long term. The findings emphasize that the dollar exchange rate should be consid-
ered in monetary policy decisions.

Based on results of Model 2, the ARDL analysis provides a clear depiction of the
relationship between exchange rates and inflation in Tiirkiye. The coefficient of
-0.542382 for past inflation suggests a negative feedback mechanism, where decreas-
es in inflation have a positive impact on future inflation. This finding suggests that
inflationary reductions tend to lead to inflationary pressures in subsequent periods.
From an economic standpoint, this highlights the persistence of inflationary expec-
tations in the Turkish economy. Policymakers should consider the momentum of in-
flationary trends when crafting monetary policy, as even after periods of inflation
reduction, there may be an underlying propensity for future inflation increases.

The coefficients for the lagged exchange rate variable (NEX (-1)) and the current
exchange rate change (ANEX) provide statistically significant results, reinforcing the
relationship between exchange rate fluctuations and inflation. Specifically, the coef-
ficients of 0.003978 for NEX (-1) and 0.122702 for ANEX suggest that increases in
exchange rates lead to higher inflation. This indicates that exchange rate movements,
especially in the short term, have an immediate impact on inflationary pressures. In
the case of Tiirkiye, where the economy is heavily dependent on imports and exter-
nal factors, fluctuations in the exchange rate significantly influence domestic price
levels. Therefore, exchange rate policies should be integrated into inflation control
measures, as these fluctuations directly affect inflation outcomes.

The inclusion of lagged inflation variables (Ainf (-2) and Ainf (-3)) also demonstrates
significant effects on current inflation. This finding emphasizes the importance of
considering historical inflation data when forecasting future inflation trends. Eco-
nomically, this suggests that past inflationary shocks persist in the economy, influenc-
ing inflation expectations and price-setting behavior. Policymakers need to consider
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the lagged effects of past inflation in their decision-making process, as historical
inflation data plays a crucial role in determining future inflationary pressures. This
highlights the necessity of managing inflation expectations through consistent and
predictable policies.

The long-run coefficient for the nominal exchange rate (NEX) of 0.007334, statisti-
cally significant at the 0.0000 level, indicates that exchange rate increases positively
affect inflation in the long term. The relationship suggests that currency depreciation,
through increased import prices, contributes to persistent inflationary pressure in
Tiirkiye. From an economic perspective, this underlines the importance of managing
the exchange rate to prevent long-term inflationary spirals. Policymakers need to ac-
count for this dynamic when formulating long-term monetary policies, as sustained
currency depreciation could have lasting impacts on inflation, thus undermining price
stability.

The results of the Breusch-Godfrey Serial Correlation LM Test and the ARCH test
show no evidence of autocorrelation or heteroskedasticity in the model. These results
confirm the robustness of the model, suggesting that the relationships observed be-
tween exchange rates and inflation are not driven by statistical anomalies or model
misspecification. The CUSUM test also indicates stability in the model, further vali-
dating the consistency and reliability of the results. The absence of serial correlation
and heteroskedasticity strengthens the credibility of the findings, making them valu-
able for economic policy formulation.

The F-bounds test confirms the long-term equilibrium relationship between exchange
rates and inflation. The significant F-statistic value (23.22034) suggests that ex-
change rate fluctuations and inflation are tightly linked, necessitating careful consid-
eration of exchange rate policy in Tiirkiye’s broader economic strategy. In particular,
the model highlights the need for monetary policymakers to monitor and address
exchange rate fluctuations, as these can have both short-term and long-term effects
on inflation. The positive relationship between the exchange rate and inflation under-
lines the critical importance of exchange rate stability for maintaining price stability
and ensuring economic stability in Tiirkiye.

The ARDL analysis of model 2 shows a significant and dynamic relationship be-
tween exchange rate movements and inflation in Tirkiye. The findings suggest that
both short-term fluctuations and long-term trends in the exchange rate play a critical
role in determining inflationary pressures. Policymakers must integrate exchange rate
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considerations into inflation-targeting frameworks and adopt policies that mitigate
the adverse effects of exchange rate volatility on inflation. The model’s robustness
and the statistical tests further validate the conclusions, emphasizing the importance
of exchange rate management in achieving sustained economic stability.

This study has some limitations. First, the dataset is mainly focused on the Turkish
economy, which may limit the generalization of the findings to different economic
structures and policies in other countries. In addition, the study is based on histor-
ical data and may not reflect recent economic developments, which may limit the
applicability of the findings to current conditions. Second, although the ARDL model
used provides valuable information about the inflation and exchange rate relation-
ship in Tirkiye, its validity may be limited under different economic conditions in
other countries. In addition, the model may not include some important variables;
for example, international commodity prices, global economic shocks, or political
factors are not included in the model. These deficiencies may affect the accuracy of
the model. Since the study is based on a specific historical period, structural breaks
or changes in the economy during this period may not be fully modeled. For example,
political events, policy changes, or external shocks may affect the relationship be-
tween exchange rate and inflation. The effects of exchange rate fluctuations may also
differ depending on the magnitude and duration of these fluctuations, but the study
could not fully capture this complexity.

Finally, the ARDL model assumes linear relationships, but in reality, these relation-
ships may be nonlinear or subject to threshold effects. Such complexities may not be
adequately captured by the current model. These limitations highlight the need for
caution in interpreting the results and the importance of further research in this area.

Conclusion

Exchange rate pass-through is an important policy issue in both developed and de-
veloping economies in terms of its effects on inflation. The impact of exchange rate
fluctuations on domestic prices varies depending on several factors such as economic
structure, trade composition, price elasticity and global economic conditions. There-
fore, policy strategies to be developed to reduce exchange rate pass-through should
take these factors into account and be designed in accordance with country-specific
conditions.

To reduce the impact of exchange rate pass-through on inflation, especially in de-
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veloping countries, it is necessary to strengthen the monetary policy framework,
carefully manage foreign exchange market interventions and diversify the economic
structure. In addition, monitoring global economic conditions and developing risk
management strategies can play a key role in limiting the negative effects of ex-
change rate fluctuations on inflation.

In conclusion, managing exchange rate pass-through requires a holistic policy ap-
proach that combines inflation targeting, foreign exchange market interventions,
structural reforms and risk management strategies. Such an approach will contribute
to maintaining economic stability and ensuring a sustainable growth environment by
reducing the impact of exchange rate fluctuations on domestic prices. Future studies
can make significant contributions to the literature on exchange rate pass-through by
evaluating the effectiveness of these policies and conducting comparative analyses
across countries.

The findings of the study show that the effect of exchange rate fluctuations on the
consumer price index (CPI) is significant in both the short and long term and that this
effect should be considered in terms of economic policies. As a result of the analy-
sis conducted with the ARDL model, it was revealed that the pass-through effect of
exchange rate changes on inflation is significant and that this effect continues to de-
crease over time. In particular, the effect of exchange rate movements on import costs
and the process of reflecting these costs on prices stand out as important determinants
of inflation dynamics.

In this context, being able to correctly analyse the effects of exchange rate pass-
through is of critical importance for central banks to achieve their inflation targets. In
future studies, comparatively addressing the effects of exchange rate pass-through in
different countries and under different economic shocks can provide a more in-depth
understanding in this area. The results of the study emphasize the importance of a
strong monetary policy framework to control the effects of exchange rate fluctuations
on inflation, especially in developing economies. In this direction, it is suggested that
policy makers should develop flexible policies that are sensitive to exchange rate
movements.
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The Politics of David Cronenberg’s Cinema of Body Horror

Odiil Celep'

Abstract

The genre of horror film was invented with the production of Dracula (1931). Since
then, a large number of horror films have been made. Even though horror has often
been considered an inferior film genre, the 20th Century witnessed several filmmak-
ers, directors and films that have contributed to the elevation of the horror film genre.
The scope of horror films has extended, and the types of horror have diversified over
time, especially during the 1970s and 1980s. Body horror is a peculiar sub-genre of
horror film genre. Though its history is not too long, a significant number of body
horror films have been made, known as cult classics today with their cult followers.
David Cronenberg is one of the most influential and critically acclaimed body hor-
ror filmmakers and directors of the 20th Century. He started his career producing in
the 1970s with urban panic films like Shivers (1975) and Rabid (1977). Over time,
Cronenberg made a significant number of body horror films that influenced audiences
worldwide and generations who grew up with these films. This research presents an
overview of Cronenberg’s films within the larger context of the politics of his body
horror cinema. In doing so, the research closely focuses on three Cronenberg films in
particular: Videodrome (1983), The Fly (1986) and Crash (1996).

Keywords: David Cronenberg; Body Horror; Videodrome (1983); The Fly (1986);
Crash (1996)

David Cronenberg’in Viicut Korkusu Sinemasi Siyaseti

Oz

Korku filmi tiirii, Drakula filminin (1931) yapimiyla icat edilmistir. O tarihten beri
¢ok sayida korku filmi ¢ekilmistir. Her ne kadar korku, ¢ogu zaman asagi diizeyde bir

1 Professor of Political Science, FMV Isik University, Department of International Relations,
odul.celep@isikun.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0002-3624-0642
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film tiirii olarak goriilse de, 20. ylizy1l, korku filmi tiiriiniin yiikselisine katkida bulu-
nan cok sayida film yapimcisi, yonetmen ve filme tanik olmustur. Ozellikle 1970’1i
ve 1980’11 yillarda korku filmlerinin kapsami genislemis ve korku tiirleri ¢cesitlenmis-
tir. Viicut korkusu, korku filmi tiiriiniin kendine 6zgii bir alt tiirtidiir. Tarihi ¢cok uzun
olmasa da, kiilt takipg¢ileriyle giinlimiizde kiilt klasikler olarak anilan 6nemli sayida
viicut korku filmi yapilmistir. David Cronenberg, 20. ylizyilin en etkili ve elestir-
menlerce begenilen viicut korku filmi yapimcilarindan ve yonetmenlerinden biridir.
Kariyerine 1970’1i yillarda Urperti (1975) ve Kuduz (1977) gibi kentsel panik film-
leriyle yapimciliga baslamistir. Zamanla Cronenberg, diinya ¢apindaki izleyicileri ve
bu filmlerle biiyliyen nesilleri etkileyen 6nemli sayida viicut korku filmi yapmaistir.
Bu arastirma, Cronenberg’in filmlerine, viicut korkusu sinemas1 politikalarinin daha
genis baglami i¢indeki filmlerine genel bir bakis sunmaktadir. Bunu yaparken arastir-
ma, 0zellikle iic Cronenberg filmine yakindan odaklanmaktadir: Videodrome (1983),
Sinek (1986) ve Carpisma (1996).

Anahtar Kelimeler: David Cronenberg; Viicut Korkusu; Videodrome (1983); Sinek
(1986); Carpisma (1996)

“I’1l take all of you! I'll feast on your flesh as I feed on your fear...
Pennywise, If (2017)

“If she looked upon the horror any longer, she would scream for the
rest of her life.”
George Langelaan, The Fly, Playboy (1957)

Introduction: A Brief History of Horror Cinema

The history of horror cinema is not too long, given the fact that the age of cinema is
already not too long either. Indeed, compared to other forms of art such as music and
stage theater, the art of cinema is too young and a phenomenon of the 20th Century
basically. In fact, the roots of contemporary cinema as we know it go back to France
to the year 1895, to the Lumiere Brothers (Auguste and Louis Lumiére), who were
manufacturers of the device called Cinématographe?, a rather primitive motion pic-
ture system of the times. Their first commercial public screening on 28 December

2 The word Cinématographe etymologically stems from a combination of two Ancient Greek words:
Kinema (motion, movement) and Grapho (writing, recording). The word Kinematographos, therefore, means
“writing moving images”.
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1895 for around 40 paying visitors has traditionally been regarded as the birth of
contemporary cinema.

The history of horror cinema is not too long, but it is interestingly too dense because
many things happened in it in a couple of decades. The earliest attempts at making
horror came from Georges M¢lics, an illusionist (magician), film director and actor
of the 19th and 20th Centuries. M¢éli¢s directed and released the silent film 7he House
of the Devil (Le Manoir du Diable) in 1896, which is often considered the first hor-
ror film ever made. The film’s story is about people’s encounters with the Devil and
phantoms. The film intended to amuse rather than scare its audiences. Yet, there was
a human transformation scene into a bat-like a vampire, almost justifying the horror
genre categorization. Méli¢s released a remake with the title The Haunted Caste (Le
Chdteau Hanté) in 1897. However, it is a challenge to technically consider these two
films as first genuine horror because of their short durations: 3 minutes and 45 sec-
onds, in their timed order.

There was no film genre widely known as ‘horror’ as such until the early 1930s. The
cinematic horror genre was born with the release of Dracula in 1931.° There were
attempts between Mélies’s horror films and Dracula, such as Nosferatu: A Symphony
of Horror (Nosferatu: Eine Symphonie des Grauens) (1922), a silent German Expres-
sionist vampire film. Though it was not officially categorized as horror in its times,
Marriott and Newman* declare it as a film that set the template for the genre of horror
film.

Horror films did not exist until the 20th Century. However, horror stories have existed
in folklore, traditions, daily practices, superstitions and myths of almost all cultures
in the world for centuries. Therefore, it is not so surprising that early spoken and writ-
ten literature has played a significant role in the stories of contemporary horror films.
For instance, the animistic practices and voodoo culture of Haiti, which was initially
brought to the French Caribbean by West African slaves, has constituted a significant
impact on the formation of the Zombie culture in modern American cinema. This faith
is based on the belief that everything has a spirit, living and non-living, which can be

3 John Oliver, “Why I Love... Bela Lugosi’s Dracula,” British Film Institute, October 20, 2016, accessed
October 29, 2024, https://www.bfi.org.uk/features/why-i-love-bela-lugosis-dracula.

4  James Marriott and Kim Newman, Horror: The Complete Guide to the Cinema of Fear (London: Carlton
Publishing Group, 2006), 20.
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contacted and manipulated via rituals.” One can figure the consequences of such old
beliefs and practices on the imaginative capacities of horror filmmakers even today.

Horror films expanded especially during the 1970s and diversified largely in their
own sub-genres. On the one hand, horror films and stories have created repetitive
effects as several film projects considered several common themes such as Zombies,
Vampires and so on. On the other hand, several unique, authentic and elevated horror
films also emerged with major creative filmmakers behind them such as The Exorcist
(1973), Jaws (1975) and The Shining (1980). Silence of the Lambs (1991) became the
first horror film to be receive five Academy Awards (Oscars) including best film, best
director and best leading actor and actress in 1992. The horror genre has often been
the underdog in the film industry, but more recently, horror has also proven itself as
an elevated artistic film genre.

Horror cinema has produced several sub-types of horror, classified in several ways
in the existing literature depending on the selected criteria of classification. Table
1 below summarizes sub-genres of horror films imperfectly as these categories are
interwoven and mostly overlap, therefore are not always mutually exclusive. For in-
stance, The Shining (1980) is listed in Table 1 as psychological horror, but it is also
a haunted house, in this case, a haunted hotel genre as well. Similarly, Shaun of the
Dead (2004) is a comedy horror and 28 Days Later (2002) is an epidemic horror,
both having zombies in their stories. Thus, it is often challenging to categorize hor-
ror films into definitely and perfectly specified sub-genres. Furthermore, there must
always be an ‘others’ category for the sub-genres that do not fit the list or left out
possibly. Take Table 1, where ‘gothic horror’, ‘cosmic horror’ and ‘surgical horror’
are not even cited, maybe some or all to be included in Category 9 (Gore/Torture/
Splatter) or Category 18 (Exploitation/Extreme).

5  The Politics of Horror, YouTube video, 2019, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6OwfINIR_Q.
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Table 1: Sub-types of Horror Films

Genre Example
1 | Serial killer/Slasher Friday the 13th (1980)
2 | Nature/Animals Jaws (1975)
3 | Ghosts/Spirits/Demons House on the Haunted Hill (1999)
4 | Giallo Don 't Torture A Duckling (1972)
5 | Evil Children Village of the Damned (1995)
6 | Haunted House The Amityville Horror (1979)
7 | Epidemic; Pandemic 28 Days Later (2002)
8 | Possession The Exorcist (1973)
9 | Gore/Torture/Splatter Saw (2004)
10 | Cannibalism Cannibal Holocaust (1980)
11 | Home Invasion The Purge (2013)
12 | Zombies/Vampires/Wolfman Night of the Living Dead (1968)
13 | Monsters/Frankenstein Alien (1979)
14 | Comedy Horror/Horror Comedy Shaun of the Dead (2004)
15 | Body Horror The Substance (2024)
16 | Extraterrestrial/Sci-fi Horror The Thing (1982)
17 | Psychological The Shining (1980)
18 | Exploitation/Extreme A Serbian Film (2010)
19 | All Others

The world of horror cinema was diversified especially during the 1970s, the decade in
which filmmakers could think and focus on brand new types of scaring the audience,
also in accordance with the libertarian spirits and developing film technologies of
the times. For instance, the Cannibalism genre was essentially born during the 1970s,
with a series of films like Cannibal Holocaust (1980) and Cannibal Ferox (a.k.a.
Make Them Die Slowly) (1981), which focus on Western people getting stuck in prim-
itive locations and cultures, such as a cannibal community in Asia or Africa. Yet, one
does not need to go to Africa for cannibalism as one can find cannibal stories in the
US heartlands, as in Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974), a horror classic that tells the
story of five youths attacked and slaughtered by a human-eating family in a Texas
slaughterhouse.

Among the horror sub-genres, a particular category has been called ‘body horror’ as
these films primarily focused on human body in their stories. Of course, when hu-
man body becomes a material to be exploited by the horror genre, it often includes
disturbing, grotesque, even sometimes disgusting visualizations of terrible and hor-
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rifying things that can happen to a human body or any non-human body. In a way,
body horror genre can be compared to pornography genre by analogy as an extreme
or ‘gross’ genre, both including excessive violence and evoking human sexuality one
way or another.®

The body horror genre is revived again recently, thanks to the new release The Sub-
stance (2024), a story about a fading celebrity named Elisabeth Sparkle (Demi Moore)
who falls from fame due to old age (fifty), and orders an underground, black mar-
ket drug (substance). This is a drug that is supposed to create a younger version of
herself, but with several risks and unexpected side effects. This process is depicted
as a one-way journey with no return to the old normalcy, which makes the entire
body transition even more disturbing. Furthermore, the younger version of Elisabeth
comes out directly from her own body. The second section of this article makes an
overview on body horror as a horror sub-genre, and the third section will focus on
David Cronenberg’s cinema as a particular category in the body horror context with
a focus on Cronenberg films’ political readings. The last section wraps up the major
arguments and concludes the article.

Body Horror as a Horror Sub-Genre

Among the sub-genres of horror cinema, a genre that draws attention from audiences
and film critics is what is called ‘body horror’, and for a good reason: the sub-gen-
re of body horror is related to a very common fear of all of us, human beings, that
is, degradation of the human body. Cruz defines body horror as “a genre trope that
showcases often graphic violations of the human body”, arguing that it can also le-
gitimately be called biological horror.” Kuhn and Westwell define the concept as
“contemporary variant of the horror film with a particular focus on human bodies that
are subject to torture, mutilation, mutation, decay, degeneration, and transformation,
usually shown in graphic detail”.®* When it comes to living bodies, the subject applies
to all humans, including even animals. After all, the body is what we all have in ad-
dition to our souls according to some.

6 Linda Williams, “Film Bodies: Gender, Genre, and Excess,” Film Quarterly 44, no. 4 (1991): 2.

7  Ronald Allan Lopez Cruz, “Mutations and Metamorphoses: Body Horror Is Biological Horror,” Journal
of Popular Film and Television 40, no. 4 (2012): 161.

8  Annette Kuhn and Guy Westwell, 4 Dictionary of Film Studies (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012).

222



M . DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI
Q EKLEKTIK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020202

The keywords that make impression on several people’s psyche include ‘mutilation’,
‘decay’, ‘degeneration’ and the like. First and foremost, several of us are afraid of
death as we, humans, are the only living things who live knowing that they will die
one day. So, all of us will one day experience the utmost degradation of our bodies,
which forms the ultimate source of horror for some of us, especially in the horror-lov-
ing audience. This degradation can come in various forms including but not restricted
to death only: zombification, diseases and epidemics, possession by evil forces, and
the like. The most recent COVID epidemic also added to such widespread bodily
fears among audiences at large.

The term ‘body-horror’ was coined in 1983 by Philip Brophy, an Australian musi-
cian, composer, filmmaker, writer and academic. In his article, Brophy argues that
contemporary horror of the times particularly focused on human body as a target vic-
tim, regardless of the evildoer or the source of fear and destruction in a horror film’s
storyline. He lays out ‘bodily destruction’ as a common trend in horror, claiming that
horror films of the times were less about death, and more about people’s control of
and their relations with their bodies, outright.® Brody particularly cites John Carpen-
ter’s The Thing (1982) and Ridley Scott’s Alien (1979) when spelling out the key con-
cept “body-horror” (Brophy 1983). After all, both films are about an extra-terrestrial
life form with a food chain that includes very humans at the top. These life forms are
ready to eat humans, absorb and mimic humans, or destroy and waste them right away
for their own survival.

Wells describes body horror as “the explicit display of the decay, dissolution and
destruction of the body, foregrounding bodily processes and functions under threat,
allied to new physiological configurations and redefinitions of anatomical forms”.'
In fact, body horror is quite close and even overlapping with another horror sub-gen-
re called ‘torture porn’. After all, both body horror and torture porn include graphic,
grotesque, even disgusting levels of destruction on human body. Yet, while torture
porn often includes a deliberate, direct intervention to a human body, like in a real
torture session, body horror can often include non-intervening, rather evolutionary
decadence on human body such as the outcome of a natural (or supernatural) disease,

9  Phillip Brophy, “Horrality — The Textuality of the Contemporary Horror Film,” Art & Text, no. 3 (1983),
accessed September 10, 2024, https://web.archive.org/web/20180910033121/http://www.philipbrophy.com/
projects/rstff/Horrality C.html.

10 Paul Wells, The Horror Genre: From Beelzebub to Blair Witch (London and New York: Wallflower,
2000), 114.
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epidemic, medically explainable transformation, and the like. This is what differen-
tiates films like Saw and Hostel franchises categorized more appropriately as torture
porn from films like Eraserhead (1978), Possessor (2020) and The Substance (2024),
all under the body horror category.

Aldana Reyes emphasizes the concept of ‘corporeal transgression” when discussing
the sub-genre gothic horror, a concept quite close to body horror. In his view, it is nat-
ural that some films do a better job reflecting bodily transformation stories visually
and technologically than others, and over time, the influence of such films on people
often declines rather than grows or expands. Despite the censorship, ratings and sev-
eral legal restrictions from formal institutions on these art works, they still tell us a
lot about the aspects and limitation of social and cultural taboos."

Body horror as a non-film genre existed even before the production of body horror
films. Early examples in written literature include Franz Kafka’s novella The Meta-
morphosis, which tells the story of the salesperson George Samsa, who one morning
wakes up to see that he has entirely transformed into a giant insect, a cockroach,
horrible vermin, “ungeheuren Ungeziefer”.!? Afterwards, George Samsa cannot leave
his room, thus cannot go to work. He has to stay hidden from the rest of society. He
also fails to maintain good relations with his family, his parents and his sibling, as a
giant insect. After being spotted by the neighboring community, which creates further
problems for his family, Samsa eventually commits suicide by hunger and dies before
the next morning. Kafka’s novella has been reviewed from a variety of angles and
perspectives over time, including psychological, sociological, feminist and the like.

Another major example for pre-cinema body horror is H. P. Lovecraft (1890-1937)
and his literary works, such as novels, novellas and short stories. His artistic style
of writing is often known as Cosmicism, named by Lovecraft himself, according to
which there is no recognizable divine and superior will, such as a god, in the cosmic
void of the universe. Human beings cannot matter less within the larger picture of
the cosmos. In this regard, Lovecraftian cosmicism shares a lot with the current of
nihilism, both stressing the insignificance of the human being in the intergalactic
existence. Yet, cosmicism does not necessarily conclude that life is meaningless,
contrary to nihilism. Contemporary films adapted from Lovecraft’s works are often

11 Xavier Aldana Reyes, Body Gothic: Corporeal Transgression in Contemporary Literature and Horror
Film (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2014), 9.

12 Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis [Die Verwandlung], 1915.
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of cosmic horror genre, which include Re-Animator (1985), From Beyond (1986),
Necronomicon (1993), In the Mouth of Madness (1994) and Dagon (2001). Horror
film directors like Stuart Gordon, Brian Yuzna and John Carpenter were all inspired
by this literary genre of Lovecraftian horror, emphasizing the fear of the unknown
and the incomprehensible mostly from extraterrestrial space or primordial creatures
who come from who knows where.

There were earlier attempts for body horror filmmaking before the emergence of
Cronenberg films, such as The Fly (1958) and The Blob (1958), to name only two.
Even though not as graphic as the contemporary versions, Frankenstein (1910) and
Frankenstein (1931) could also be counted as body horror at least in the theme:
Frankenstein is a monster composed of mixed dead body parts assembled together.
It 1s still fair to argue that one name that contributed to the making and elevation of
body horror in modern times has been the Canadian filmmaker and director David
Cronenberg. The advances of filmmaking science and technology in the recent de-
cades also helped. Body horror has become a lifestyle for a film director in the case
of this director. Cronenberg started with short and amateur films, but his transfer to
the long feature- length films became the key factor for his widespread popularity in
the medium and long run.

David Cronenberg as a Body Horror Film Director

Kellner defines David Cronenberg as a frontrunner explorer of “(post)modern panic,
where bourgeois individuals are attacked by viral forces and undergo mutations of
mind and body”."* Indeed, the initial films Cronenberg directed makes such an image,
a film director of urban panic, an accurate one. Cronenberg is actually known as an
independent, leading master of body horror in the film industry since his early long
feature-length films in the mid-1970s. These films reflected a dedication to body hor-
ror, even gore as they could have included exploitative and controversial contents,
more than just disturbing, as well.

David Paul Cronenberg was born in Toronto in 1943. He graduated from the English
Language and Literature program at the University of Toronto in 1967, but did not
pursue a further degree as he was already making short and sketch films at the time.
Cronenberg made two short films, Transfer (1966) and From the Drain (1967), with

13 Douglas Kellner, “David Cronenberg: Panic Horror and the Postmodern Body,” Canadian Journal of
Political and Social Theory 13, no. 3 (1989): 89.
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a few hundred dollars.'* After making two short art-house features, Stereo (1969) and
Crimes of the Future (1970), in the following years, Cronenberg went into partner-
ship with Ivan Reitman, the film producer-director from Canada. Reitman played a
big role in Cronenberg’s ascension to international recognition as a film director as he
produced his ever first and second full-length feature films, both horribly impressing
critics and wider audiences, as well as cult film fans.

Reitman produced Cronenberg’s first two full-length feature films, Shivers (1975)
and Rabid (1977), both epidemic, urban-panic horror stories. Shivers is about slug-
like creatures that spread in a city to create a bunch of sex zombies, who attack regu-
lar humans to have sex with them. Rabid focuses on a woman who develops an orifice
under her armpit that hides a phallic/clitoral stinger she bites people with, which then
leads to an exponential spread of a disease that transforms people to human-biting
zombies. Neither film refrains from scaring its audience or turning their stomachs
with gross, even grotesque imagery.

Table 2 below lists Cronenberg’s filmography as film director. Afterwards, Cronen-
berg directed The Brood (1979) and Scanners (1981), both cementing Cronenberg’s
career as a body horror filmmaker. The Brood (1979) mixes body horror with preg-
nancy, giving birth and little evil children in a complicated story of psychological
horror. The plot follows a man and his mentally disturbed ex-wife, who have to be
exposed to a series of controversial therapy methods of her psychiatrist. A series of
violent attacks and murders become the central theme of the film narrative. We see a
woman, Nora, giving birth to new creepy children though an external cord, and lick-
ing her newborn baby to clean her up towards the end. Scanners (1981) starts directly
with a graphic, bloody head explosion, probably the most frequently remembered
scene of the film. The film’s story unfolds in a world in which certain people with
unusual and dangerous telekinetic and telepathic powers are known as ‘scanners’.

Two films by Cronenberg were released in 1983: Videodrome and The Dead Zone.
Videodrome (1983) was a combination of ‘remote mind control’ (via some waves,
rays, etc.) conspiracy and a time of Betamax videotapes in North America. We follow
the story of Max Renn, played successfully by James Woods, a television programmer
and producer. After being over-exposed to videotapes by Videodrome, Max develops
some hallucinations involving body horror, his own body horror. We see one hand
of Max organically developing into an ugly, unusual handgun, half metal half flesh.

14 Chris Rodley, ed., Cronenberg on Cronenberg (London: Faber and Faber, 1997), 13.
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We also see his chest open, with a vagina-looking slit for the insertion of organic,
breathing and moaning Betamax videotapes into his body for programming him for
his controller’s purposes. “Long live new flesh!” has been a remarkable line from the
film. Based on the science-fiction thriller novel with the same title, The Dead Zone
(1983) 1s about a schoolteacher who experiences a serious traffic accident, remains
in coma for five years, and then wakes up after all these years to a new phase in his
life. He discovers that he now has new psychic powers, which he did not have before
the accident. As he touches a person, he can see the details of her life including her
beloved ones, through her past consciousness and memories.

Table 2: David Cronenberg Filmography as Director

Year Title

1966 Transfer

1967 From the Drain
1969 Stereo

1970 Crimes of the Future
1975 Shivers

1977 Rabid

1979 Fast Company
1979 The Brood
1981 Scanners

1983 Videodrome
1983 The Dead Zone
1986 The Fly

1988 Dead Ringers
1991 Naked Lunch
1993 M. Butterfly
1996 Crash

1999 Existenz

2002 Spider

2005 A History of Violence
2007 Eastern Promises
2011 A Dangerous Method
2012 Cosmopolis
2014 Maps to the Stars
2022 Crimes of the Future
2024 The Shrouds

Source: Compiled by the author from https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000343/
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The Fly (1986) came three years later, as Cronenberg decided to make a new film
from the book and film of the same name, The Fly (1957), a sci-fi horror short story
by George Langelaan and The Fly (1958), the film directed by Kurt Neumann, respec-
tively." The film story is about a genius scientist who develops a technological de-
vice, machinery for the transportation of things, living and non-living. In both films,
the scientist transforms into a hybrid of human and fly, a human-fly. Yet, the two
films dealt with the special effects quite differently. While the 1958 version displayed
a man with a big fly head and eventually a fly with a small human head, Cronenberg’s
film merged the two biologically, at the DNA level, in a much more advanced tech-
nological context.

After a series of experiments with different objects, including a failing attempt with
a monkey, the scientist decides to use his own body for a transportation experiment.
He enters the cabin (telepod) naked, unknowingly together with a medium-sized fly
in the same cabin. The transportation device perceives the two as the same and mixes
them biologically as the final output. In later times, he turns into a human fly by de-
veloping qualities and appearances that show his decay from a healthy human into a
giant, grotesque and monstrous creature. This decay process includes his teeth, ears
and fingernails falling out, distortion of his skin and outer experiences, as well as his
psychological journey into being a fly in mind, his dehumanization.

Cronenberg’s next was Dead Ringers (1988), a psychological thriller, a story about
identical twin brothers and gynecologists, Elliot and Beverly, both played by Jeremy
Irons. Women coming to their clinics are often initially seduced by one twin, then
passed into the other one. Women do not recognize the change of twins. After a while,
a woman loved by both twins leads to a series of events that disturb the equilibrium
between the two twins, and events only start to get worse afterwards. Naked Lunch
(1991) is a surrealist, science-fiction drama about an insect exterminator man of
the early 20th Century, the protagonist, who starts hallucinating due to exposure to
the insecticide. His typewriter turns into a giant cockroach and starts talking to him
seriously like a man, with an adult male voice dubbed in. The cockroach-typewriter
tells the protagonist to do things as well, such as killing his wife. The film narrative
1s often abstract and confusing, with a large number of symbolic events and things
running in the background.

Crash (1996) and Existence (1999) were two more films of Cronenberg that were

15 George Langelaan, “The Fly,” Playboy, 1957.
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released in the late 1990s. Crash was based on J. G. Ballard’s novel with the same
title, published in 1973.'¢ Crash (1996) is an erotic thriller at the borderlines of por-
nography due to its excessively sex-driven narrative and mostly coarse flow of events
including sexual. The film focuses on a group of urban people, loose in traditional
loyalty, sexually attracted to cars, metal and car crashes, as well as the damaged
bodies after car crashes. Existenz (1999) is about a new, futuristic and organic virtu-
al reality game, played within a focus group. The game can only be played with ul-
tra-sustainable bio-technological devices, called bio-ports with game connectors that
are surgically inserted into all players’ spines. As the group starts to play the game, a
series of unexpected events occur that drive two main characters throughout the game
flow of events, often shifting from one game to another, getting lost in finding back
the reality they had started with.!”

Cronenberg made the following films in chronological order starting with the 2000s:
Spider (2002), A History of Violence (2005), Eastern Promises (2007), A Dangerous
Method (2011), Cosmopolis (2012), Maps to the Starts (2014), Crimes of the Future
(2022) and most lately, The Shrouds (2024). Not all these films included body horror
or any extremity, but each had an edge of its own. Spider (2002) made us get lost in
the disturbed mindset and memory of Dennis Cleg (played by Ralph Fiennes), a man
with schizophrenia and known as Spider. Having just been released from a mental in-
stitution, Spider is provided with a room in a halfway house, particularly for the men-
tally disturbed. He there meets new friends. He remembers his own childhood, his
parents, and some events, tries to piece them together. Some characters swap between
flashbacks and some flashback scenes includes both his adulthood and childhood in
the same space, which further confuses the audience about the reference of reality in
schizophrenia.

Cronenberg started to work with Viggo Mortensen, an American actor and filmmaker,
starting with 4 History of Violence (2005). This director-actor collaboration proved
to be long-term and productive as they produced critically acclaimed films in later
years, Eastern Promises (2007), A Dangerous Method (2011) and Crimes of the Fu-
ture (2022). A History of Violence (2005) 1s an adaptation from a graphic novel by the
same title, written by John Wagner (1997). Tom Stall (played by Viggo Mortensen)

16 J. G. Ballard, Crash (London: Jonathan Cape, 1973).

17 For instance, they start playing Existenz but wake up at the end to having just finished playing
Transcendenz instead. So, the audience cannot make sure which game they just played, and whether they are
back to reality or still in the game.
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lives a peaceful rural life in a rural town of Indiana, together with his loving wife and
two children. He owns a diner in his town. One day, two spree killers visit his diner
and as the visit is driven violently, Tom saves himself and the people in the diner by
attacking and killing the two killers.

As Tom becomes a national hero on all TV channels after this incident, he has to
welcome new visitors to his diner: this time, a trio of mafia men, led by Carl Fogarty
(played by Ed Harris), who claims that Tom Stall’s real name is Joey Cusack, and he
has an earlier life history in mafia that no one else around him actually knows. The
film and its crew were nominated for a variety of awards, and won some of them too,
including Chicago Film Critics Association Awards (David Cronenberg as best direc-
tor and Maria Bello as best supporting actress), French Syndicate of Cinema Critics’
Awards (best foreign language film) and Toronto Film Critics Association Awards
(best film, best Canadian film and best director). The film includes a variety of scenes
with violence, sometimes even excessive, graphic violence, constituting body horror.

Eastern Promises (2007) is more like a mafia-gangster thriller with a highly ac-
claimed cast of actors including Naomi Watts, Vincent Cassel and Armin-Mueller
Stahl in addition to Mortensen. The film starts with a jump scare scene, an attack of
throat cutting on a Russian mafia, in a Turkish hair-dresser shop in London. Anna
(played by Naomi Watts), a Russian English midwife living with her mother and un-
cle in London, witnesses the birth operation of a fourteen-year-old Russian teenage
girl Tatiana, who dies during the birth. She discovers her diary to get exposed to the
notes that uncover a variety of dirty facts about an existing Russian mafia group set-
tled in London, including sex trafficking and statutory rape crimes. The film includes
a brutal bathhouse scene, in which Nikolai, a Russian gangster (played by Viggo
Mortensen) fights completely naked against two men attacking him fatally with sharp
blades. The film also includes scenes of Russian gang life including interrogation and
tattooing sessions with graphic details.

A Dangerous Method (2011) was about the intersecting lives of three people, Sig-
mund Freud, the founder of psychoanalysis (Viggo Mortensen), Carl Gustav Jung, the
founder of analytical psychology (Michael Fassbender), and Sabina Spielrein (Keira
Knightley), initially Jung’s patient and later a physician and one of the first female
psychoanalysts of her time. Cosmopolis (2012) follows Eric Parker (played by Rob-
ert Pattinson), a young billionaire and currency speculator in his late 20s, who takes
a ride across Manhattan amid traffic jams and interesting visits and outside events,
including an anti-Capitalist demonstration. Maps to the Stars (2014) takes us to the
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lives of two celebrities, a young boy actor and a washed-up actress, their relations
with their close surroundings, their fears, their dreams and desires, as well as their
relationship with the Western world as a whole. More recently, Cronenberg came up
with Crimes of the Future (2022) and The Shrouds (2024). The former felt a little
bit of slow burner compared to other Cronenberg films, and received mixed reviews,
mostly positive. The most recent The Shrouds (2024) had its world premiere in 2024
Cannes Film Festival, and it is scheduled to be released theatrically in January 2025.

All in all, Cronenberg started as an influential body horror creator from the beginning
and remained so even though not all films and stories included outright body horror
over the years. For the sake of Cronenberg’s politics of body horror, a closer exam-
ination of his three films will be presented in the last section: Videodrome (1983),
The Fly (1986) and Crash (1996). These films were selected because each represents
a different climax in Cronenberg’s style of creating body horror. The times of these
films are from Cronenberg’s middle career years, excluding the 1970s and the 2000s.
It is fair to argue that the 1980s and 1990s both represent golden age times in Cronen-
bergian body horror (see Table 2). A more realistic, down to earth essence developed
in Cronenberg’s films starting with the 2000s, which included body horror but not at
excessive, overwhelming limits. All three films contain stories and scenes with real-
istic or non-realistic scenes of excessive gore or exploitation. The most down to earth
is Crash (1996), while The Fly (1986) and Videodrome (1983) would make a tie in
futuristic fantasy. The Fly (1986) is the goriest of the three.

Cronenberg’s Body Horror Closer: Videodrome, The Fly and Crash

Videodrome (1983)

Andy Warhol defined Videodrome (1983) as the “Clockwork Orange of the 1980s™.'®
Videodrome is a unique body horror of its own with grotesque images and deformi-
ties. It is a psychological body horror that sets in the early 1980s and blurs the border-
line between reality and imagination in a mind-bending flow of events. Its storyline
and presentation are open to multiple interpretations. The title of this film sounds like
a game title rather than a movie. Released as early as in 1983, the times go back to

18 John Slyce, “We Have the Technology: The Conditions of Art and Its Experience in a Would-Be Age of
the Technological Sublime,” in More than Real: Art in the Digital Age, 2018 Verbier Art Summit, ed. Daniel
Birnbaum and Michelle Kuo (Verbier Art Summit, 2018), 178.
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years in which today’s long-outdated Betamax videotapes were mostly common and
in widely use.

Videodrome’s storyline follows the viewpoint of the main protagonist Max Renn, who
is the head of Civic TV, a TV channel that shows explicit content ranging from soft-
core pornography to hardcore violence. Max gets exposed to and falls under the in-
fluence of Videodrome, a pirated TV frequency that shows explicit content of graphic
violence including murder, torture and rape. While searching about the Videodrome
deeper like an inspector, Max realizes that Videodrome is produced by a big compa-
ny to transform the American and Canadian populations towards a desired direction.
Videodrome does this by sending electro-wave frequencies to the audiences from the
TV. He also starts to hallucinate as he digs deeper into Videodrome."

Videodrome is depicted as a videotaped source of alternative virtual reality. We never
see a different technological version of Videodrome other than a vision on TV or an
awful, diseased Betamax video cassette. For instance, we do not see a game cartridge
version of it. The film starts quite realistically, with no signs of disturbance at the
beginning. One of the initial signs of reality distortion comes when Max’s TV calls
directly his name to invite him to Videodrome rather hypnotically: the television box
starts to move as if it is breathing, almost cracking, and the television screen grows
outwards like an inflated balloon. In fact, Max hallucinates the TV screen seducing
him via the image of a woman that Max previously had an affair with, Nicki Brand
(played by Deborah Harry). With symbolic abstractions, in a way, Max has sex with
his TV by fondling its inflated screen, which focuses on Nikki’s lips closer and closer.

More than just hallucinations, Videodrome, in fact, creates a brain tumor in Max’s
body, and that tumor grows like a new organ. It makes Max see things and creates new
bodily parts on his body such as a slit on his abdomen and a half-organic handgun on
his hand. Throughout the second half of the film, Max is used by rivaling companies
against one another. He becomes a pawn of Videodrome initially, then gets re-pro-
grammed by another company and turns into an enemy of Videodrome, targeting and
assassinating its major actors and his old friends.

All in all, the film is about how new technology changes our lives and our own bod-
ies. Max’s version is too mixed with technology, outside our realistic borderlines, but

19 Videodrome: Horror Movie Review- Body Horror Movies, YouTube video, accessed November 21, 2024,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x8nWC6JINZO.
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it creates an atmosphere open to multiple interpretations: are bodily changes indeed
happening or is it just inside Max’s imagination? How does Max translate into a new
body at the end? Does he imagine suicide at the end for himself, or was it a new start
for Max? Videodrome ends by making the audience remain with a lot of questions
along those lines.

The Fly (1986)

Similar to John Carpenter who re-made The Thing from QOuter Space (1951) and
elevated it later by making The Thing (1982) out of respect and a professional film
direction including successful makeup and gorgeously disgusting special effects,
Cronenberg re-made The Fly (1958) and elevated it to The Fly (1986) with quite bold
and new ideas. Both Fly films are adaptations from a short story of the same title The
Fly (1957) by George Langelaan, a French British writer and journalist. This short
story was published in the June 1957 issue of Playboy* and inspired generations of
Fly-loving filmmakers and audiences. Both Fly films are accurately based on this
short story about a scientist who comes up with a molecular transporter that materi-
alizes and realizes the instant transfer or teleportation of objects possible from one
place to another. This is a technology we can dream but fall short of making today.
So, we can argue this is a futuristic, sci-fi story.

In the case of the scientist in the story, this is an instant teleportation of objects, living
and non-living, from one telepod (chamber) of the transporter to the other telepod.
What happens in the story is that the scientist uses himself, his own body, as a guinea
pig to see whether he could teleport himself from one telepod to the other directly.
Unfortunately for the scientist, unbeknownst to him, a fly also enters the initial tele-
pod that the scientist enters in, and the two, the scientist and the fly, are fused at the
atomic, DNA level, creating a giant and grotesque human-fly, or as in the Cronenberg
version (1986), Brundlefly.

In the earlier film version (1958), shot in black and white, the fusion is displayed as
transfers of limbs between a human and a fly: the scientist has the head and the left
arm of a fly while retaining his human mind, while the fly has a miniature head and
a left human arm. Cronenberg’s version (1986) makes a bold step further, also more
in accordance with the original story, and displays the fusion of a scientist with a

20 Langelaan, “The Fly.” Also see: Mark A. Vieira, Hollywood Horror: From Gothic to Cosmic (New York:
Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 2003), 173.
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fly at the most essential, biological, DNA level, which eventually leads the scientist
develop into a big human-fly, eventually decaying into sub-human levels, turning
into a flesh-and-bone creature. Though it is generally categorized as body horror or
sci-fi thriller, The Fly (1986) is, in fact, a story of a scientist’s tragedy, a tragic story.
In a way, we can argue that it is a Kafkaesque story due to similar themes between a
human and a pest or insect, be that a fly or a cockroach. Both are tragic stories that
turn our stomachs upside down while being exposed to them in reading the story or
seeing the film.

The Fly (1986) has scenes that can be categorized as political or even philosophical.
As Seth Brundle the scientist (played by Jeff Goldblum) turns into a giant Brundle-
fly, his body deforms, and his voice deforms to the extent that his own teleportation
device no longer recognizes its creator’s voice. As he turns into Brundlefly slowly
yet steadily, he also realizes that his mind has also been weakening, and he is turning
into a fly mentally as well. At some point during his bodily transformation, he asks
his journalist ex-girlfriend Veronica “Ronnie” Quaife (played by Geena Davis) if
she ever heard of ‘insect politics’. During the tragic conversation between the two,
Ronnie and Seth (Brundlefly), Seth says that he is not only bodily but also mentally
transforming into an insect, and now, he realizes that “insects do not have politics”.
They are brutal with no compassion and no compromise; thus insects are never to be
trusted. He even humorously says he wants to be the first insect politician, but he
cannot as the insect inside him is now awake. Seth realizes that he will not be able to
control his actions like a human after a while as he is driven by primitive impulses he
never had before. Eventually, Seth openly says to Ronnie “I’1l hurt you if you stay”.?!

As Seth turns into Brundlefly, his bodily changes also include being able to walk on
the walls and on the ceiling. He naturally beings to vomit digestive enzymes on his
food before eating,’? which he also videotapes for display to others. The Fly storyline
also includes the concept of pregnancy, as they come to learn that Ronnie is about
to give birth to Seth’s child. Ronnie has nightmares about her giving birth to a large,
human-sized maggot, which constitutes one of the most disturbing scenes of the film.

21 Piotr Panic, The Fly (1986)- Insect Politics, YouTube video, accessed October 26, 2024, https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=hKXqCF1JhSk.

22 It is known and has been observed scientifically that flies do not have teeth. Therefore, flies do not eat
like mammals do because they cannot chew solid food. Flies must spit out or vomit their own enzyme-rich
saliva on their food to be able to dissolve it for eating in liquid form.
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Towards the end, Seth as Brundlefly kidnaps Ronnie to his apartment from the abor-
tion clinic and offers her a new body to be made as a fusion of Seth, Ronnie and the
fly. As Ronnie resists, Seth enforces her to the telepod for their ultimate fusion. She
accidentally rips off Brundlefly’s jaw, pushing his final metamorphosis into a big,
insect-ish human creature, shedding its eyes, its face and its entire skin. Eventually,
Ronnie escapes from the telepod with the help of a friend, who shoots the connecting
cables between telepods and the main device. Seth gets fused with parts of the met-
al telepod door accidentally and comes out of the other telepod as a combination of
Seth, the fly and the telepod (metal). Ronnie shoots the final creature to end his pain,
and the film ends with that big tragedy for Seth.

Crash (1996)

This film is based on the novel with the same title, written by J. G. Ballard. In terms
of visual craziness and disconnection from reality, Crash is the most down-to-earth
among the selected three Cronenberg films. The film starts with a couple, James
Ballard and Catherine Ballard (played by James Spader and Deborah Kara Unger),
having sexual affairs with other women and men separately, and sharing their ex-
tra-marital adventures with one another at home. Catherine has sex with a man in an
aircraft hangar, while James makes out with his female assistant at a film set. Neither
Catherine not James was sexually satisfied for different reasons. Catherine ended up
unsatisfied most probably because of the anxiety of getting caught by anybody walk-
ing in, and James was interrupted by his film crew. So, they both wish one another
“maybe the next time”. This is how Crash (1996) opens. Thus, it is obvious that we
are not to witness a story of sexual morality or purity from the very beginning. This
is a sexually explicit story of bodily pleasures and bodily horror with its own por-
nographic, violent and dark edges on purpose. Crash is to disturb the audiences on
purpose. Due to its content, it was rated NC-17 in the US, a rare category even above
R (Restricted).

Crash (1996) premiered at Cannes Film Festival in the same year, received a Special
Jury Prize, and divided the audiences almost right away, with its lovers and haters
swung into opposite directions. It eventually created a cult film image with its own
fanatic audiences. James has a head-to-head crash with another car one day, killing
its male driver, and hurting his wife Dr. Helen Remington (played by Holly Hunter)
seriously, who was sitting next to the driver’s seat. In the hospital, they get closer
to have an affair later. They also meet Dr. Robert Vaughan (played by Elias Koteas),
who is obsessed with not only car crashes but also bodily bruises. Both James and
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Helen become Dr. Vaughan’s followers as they discover Vaughan engaging in car
crash rehearsals and actual crash shows in public, as an illegal, underground activity.

The film includes consecutive sexually explicit scenes of heterosexual and homosex-
ual relationships, both woman-to-woman and man-to-man. At some point, Catherine
and Vaughan have sex in a car, and that night, Catherine asks James if he bodily
desires Vaughan while they are also having sex. Later we also witness James and
Vaughan having sex in Vaughan’s car. A fifth character shows up from the car crash
group, named Gabrielle (played by Rosanna Arquette), who has a vulva-like wound
on her thigh because of a car crash, with steel braces covering her leg. At some point,
James and Robert pursue each other by the cars they are driving separately, which
ends up with Vaughan’s having a fatal traffic accident, ending his life. Afterwards, we
witness Gabrielle and Helen kissing and fondling in the wreck of Vaughan’s car. The
film ends with James and Catherine pursuing each other at high speed on a highway,
which ends up with Catherine’s car going off the road, falling into a grassy medi-
an. The couple still prefers to have sex under Catherine’s wrecked car anyway, with

Catherine wishing James “maybe the next time”.

Table 3: Comparative Basic Info Table of Three Selected Cronenberg Films

Videodrome (1983) The Fly (1986) Crash (1996)
Directed by David Cronenberg David Cronenberg David Cronenberg
Produced by Claude Héroux Stuart Cornfeld David Cronenberg
Written by David Cronenberg George Langelaan J. G. Ballard
David Cronenberg Charles Edward Pogue David Cronenberg
Screenplay by -
David Cronenberg
Music by Howard Shore Howard Shore Howard Shore
Cinematography Mark Irwin Mark Irwin Peter Suschitzky
James Woods Jeff Goldblum James Spader
Sonja Smits Geena Davis Holly Hunter
Cast Deborah Harry John Getz Elias Koteas
Peter Dvorsky Joy Boushel Deborah Kara Unger
Les Carlson David Cronenberg Rosanna Arquette
Runtime 89 minutes 96 minutes 100 minutes
Production Country Canada usS Canada
Language English English English
Distributed by Universal Pictures 20th Century Fox Alliance Communications
Edited by Ronald Sanders Ronald Sanders Ronald Sanders
First it controls your mind. . .
Poster Motto ) Be Afraid. Be Very Afraid. -
Then it destroys your body.
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Conclusion and Discussion

David Cronenberg is a mastermind and master maker of body horror cinema, thanks
to the quality and elevation of his films over the years. It was quite obvious from the
onset of his career as filmmaker that he intended to be a film director of horror, bod-
ily horror in particular. Over time, we can argue that Cronenberg acquired a progres-
sive path of making more elevated films in his later years. As far as we can observe,
Cronenberg does not prefer to deliver explicit political messages to his audience
directly. However, we also know that he is a secular-liberal personality with progres-
sive, left-wing world views, and he self-identifies as an atheist, defining atheism as
acceptance of how the universe works and what is real in it only,> with no further
thoughts on the surreal or metaphysical whatsoever. Plus, Cronenberg does not hesi-
tate to criticize, even bash American conservative, right-wing politics.*

In this context, Cronenberg would not be expected to give conservative, religious or
moral messages in the first place. For instance, a ‘morally corrupt’ and ‘dirty’ Max
Renn, the head of Civic TV, a sleezy TV channel broadcasting dirty and pornographic
content, would not be expected to be well-respected during the film entirety in the
American mainstream conservative context. Yet, Cronenberg makes us feel for such a
TV boss in Videodrome (1983). The audience feels and associates with him in the film
as he is presented as a quite likeable character, due to Cronenberg’s secular-liberal
worldview and his non-judgmental take on the story and its actors.

Body horror is a controversial sub-genre of horror, and it will continue to be. In
Milligan’s words, “it’s the filmic representation of body horror that leaves us more
vulnerable to the full force of seeing bodies like ours mutate into the represented
unrepresentable”.?® Cronenberg’s films reflect our own personal bodily fears to us,
our own fears of decay and death. As long as our human fears survive over time,
the sub-genre of body horror will continue, expand and gain new momentums in the
future, and continue to benefit from Cronenberg’s mindset. This mindset cannot be

23 Henry Barnes, “David Cronenberg: I Never Thought of Myself as a Prophet,” The Guardian, September
12, 2013, https://www.theguardian.com/film/2013/sep/12/david-cronenberg-suicide-fantastic-exit.

24 Anthony D’Alessandro, “‘Crimes of the Future’s David Cronenberg Slams Conservative U.S. Politics:
‘In Canada...We Think Everyone in the U.S. Is Completely Insane,’” Deadline, May 23, 2022, https://
deadline.com/2022/05/crimes-of-the-future-david-cronenberg-roe-vs-wade-cannes-film-festival-1235031178/.

25 Caleb Milligan, “Uncomfortable in the New Flesh: Adapting Body Horror in the Cinema of David
Cronenberg,” Trespassing Journal, no. 6 (2017): 40.
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a conservative one for sure. On the contrary, it must be liberally brave to be able to
question deeper into our darkest anxieties and reflect our fears so that we overcome
them as a social species.

Cronenberg’s films are political. However, the term ‘political’ in this context must
be accompanied with a critical footnote: not political in the casual use of the term,
not directly and explicitly political, not in a clearly identifiable liberal, conservative,
socialist, feminist, etc. direction. These films are not didactic either. The term ‘polit-
ical’ is used here in a more holistic, generic framework according to which politics
can be observed rather indirectly and/or implicitly at micro, meso and macro levels.
If the audience is looking for a message, maybe it is in the hidden meanings and in-
terpretations. Cronenberg films might proceed or end up crazy from time to time, but
they often do not start out crazy. On the contrary, stories of Cronenberg films can be
truly slow-paced, establishing events and characters in a prolonged introduction, for
instance.

Rather than revealing direct messages, Cronenberg’s films often constitute a frame-
work within which a series of characters build up and experience a common theme,
stimulant or occurrence, an event, a process, which can take forms of: playing col-
lectively a surreally futuristic game, being Videodromed, turning into a human-fly
biologically, crashing cars, living in a Hollywood life, being busted by gangsters,
creating a new limb and so on. Characters are often constructed powerfully in the
common story and its flow of events. The audience is often made to feel and care for
the main characters, including the protagonist if any.

Cronenberg’s films contain not only bodily mutations, transformations and degrada-
tions, but also in-depth questions about social relations, inter-personal perceptions,
decisions that people make, incentives that people take, workings of the inner mind,
and so on. At the film endings, the audience can sometimes get confused about what
just happened or cannot be sure as to which sub-narrative was the most accurate.
Secondary, even third screenings often become necessary to go over the entire story
and its readings in its full details. If the genre is science-fiction and includes super-
natural processes, the audience might be more prepared for an ending in chaos, or any
ending. However, if the genre is less science-fiction and more down-to-earth realistic
drama, the chances of confusion at the ending is more likely and unexpected. Not all
films end up with twists either. Not everything is illuminated with full information at
the end of Cronenberg’s films, even purposely. In several film endings, the director’s
purpose feels confusing rather than enlightening the audience, raising more questions
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or questioning the answers rather than answering questions.

Body horror has become a critical instrument to convey messages to larger audiences
explicit and implicit. A contemporary example of that we can speculate loosely about
a potential ‘Cronenbergian effect’ or inspiration is The Substance (2024). Directed
by Coralie Fargeat, the director of Revenge (2017), cinematographed by Benjamin
Kracun, The Substance (2024) stars Demi Moore, Dennis Quaid and Margaret Qual-
ley, each performing at elevating levels. In particular, the film follows a fading TV
celebrity, Elisabeth Sparkle (played by Demi Moore). On her 50th birthday, Elis-
abeth, a once-celebrated but now-faded TV celebrity, is fired by her producer Har-
vey (played by Dennis Quaid) due to her age, and she orders a black-market product
called ‘the substance’ that generates a younger version of herself (played by Margaret
Qualley) with unexpectedly negative effects. The Substance (2024) not only disgust-
ed the audiences due to its bloody, violent and gory content, but also demonstrated a
lot about the asperity and selfishness of the entertainment sector, personal ambitions
of its actors, the hypocrisy of the audiences about freshness and beauty, slipperiness
of tv and film producers, and so on.

Looking deeper into a few scenes with body horror, it is fair to say simply the idea of
an illicit substance to make body doubles is a Cronenbergian idea to start with. Fur-
thermore, the methodology of body doubling, literally a body coming out of the for-
mer body via its back clear-cut like in a cesarean surgery, later to be stitched graph-
ically, also feels quite Cronenberg-inspired. Needless to say, Cronenberg does not
hold the monopoly of body horror. However, it is fair to argue speculatively that new
generation body horror filmmakers do, must and can benefit a lot from the artwork
of earlier generations including Cronenberg films and stories. Cronenberg films have
collectively constructed a strong film school for future generations as this example
also demonstrates, and they will most probably continue to inspire future generations
in film art and industry.
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Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin Secim Beyannamelerinde
Cevre Politikasi:
2011 Genel Secimlerinden 2023 Secimlerine Bir Analiz

Ahmet Mira¢ Akmen'

Oz

Bu calismada, Milliyet¢ci Hareket Partisi’nin (MHP) se¢cim beyannamelerinde yer
alan ¢evre politikalar1 ele alinmistir. Bu beyannamelerde MHP’nin ¢evre politikasin-
da hangi temel ilkeleri esas aldig1, cevre ile 1lgili problemlere ne tiir ¢oztimler tirettigi
ve donemin degisen sartlarina gére beyannamelerde nasil bir farkliliga gittigi ince-
lenmistir. MHP nin, parti programinda yer alan ¢evre politikasindan hareketle; Ha-
ziran 2011 genel se¢imlerinden May1s 2023 secimlerini de kapsayacak sekilde se¢cim
beyannamelerindeki ¢evre politikasinin incelenmesini igeren bu ¢alismada, literatiir
tarama yontemi kullanilmis olup beyannamelerdeki benzerlikler ve farkliliklar ortaya
konulmustur. Esas bilgi kaynaklari; partiye ait program, secimlerdeki beyannameler
ve partinin yayinlari olan ¢alismada partinin kurumsal internet sayfasindan da fay-
dalanilmistir. Calismada, MHP nin se¢im beyannamelerinde yer alan ¢evre politikasi
tetkik edilirken tarihsel siire¢ esas alinmigtir. 2011 genel se¢cimlerinden baslanarak
en son yapilan 28. donem milletvekili secimlerini de i¢ine alacak sekilde parti prog-
ramlart ve se¢im beyannameleri dikkate alinarak ¢evre politikalari hakkinda deger-
lendirmeye yer verilmistir. Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, caligmada bahsedilen zaman
diliminde Cevre Bakanligi sorumlulugunu higbir zaman iistlenmedigi i¢in ¢evre ile
ilgili politikalarini ne dl¢iide gerceklestirebilecegi bilinememektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: MHP, Se¢cim Beyannamesi, Cevre, Politika, Parti Programi

1 Istanbul Gedik Universitesi Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yonetimi Tezli Yiiksek Lisans Ogrencisi,
mirac_akmen @hotmail.com, ORCID: 0009-0008-0346-742X
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Environmental Policy in the Election Declarations of the Nationalist Movement Party:
An Analysis from 2011 General Elections to 2023 Elections

Abstract

In this study, the environmental policies in the election declarations of the Nationalist
Movement Party (MHP) are analyzed. In these declarations, the basic principles on
which the MHP’s environmental policy is based, what kind of solutions it produces
for environmental problems and how it has made a difference in the declarations
according to the changing conditions of the period are examined. Based on the en-
vironmental policy of the MHP in the party program, this study, which includes the
examination of the environmental policy in the election declarations from the June
2011 general elections to the May 2023 elections, has used the literature review met-
hod and the similarities and differences in the declarations have been revealed. The
main sources of information are the party’s program, election manifestos and party
publications, and the party’s corporate website was also used. The study is based on
the historical process while analyzing the environmental policy of the MHP in its
election manifestos. Starting from the 2011 general elections and including the most
recent 28th term parliamentary elections, party programs and election declarations
were taken into consideration and an evaluation of environmental policies was inc-
luded. Since the Nationalist Movement Party has never assumed the responsibility
of the Ministry of Environment in the time period mentioned in the study, it is not
known to what extent it can realize its environmental policies.

Keywords: MHP, Election Declaration, Environment, Politics, Party Program

Giris

Demokrasimizin vazgeg¢ilmez unsurlarindan bir tanesi de siyasi partilerdir. Toplumu
yonlendirme gayesinde olan her siyasi parti, kendine ait parti programinda veya se-
¢im beyannamelerinde topluma ait sorunlar1 ortaya koyar ve bu sorunlara alternatif
¢Ozim Onerileri sunar.?

Bu cergeve igerisinde ¢Oziim Onerileri sunulan 6nemli unsurlardan biri g¢evredir.

2 Erdal Akgelik, “Milliyet¢ci Hareket Partisinin Se¢im Beyannamelerinde Egitim Politikas1” (Yiiksek lisans
tezi, Atatiirk Universitesi, 2019), 1.
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“Cevre; her tiirlii canlinin igerisinde yasamlarini idame ettigi, farkli durumlarda et-
kilendikleri ve kendinden baskasini etkiledikleri ortam olarak ifade edilmektedir.”?
Bagka bir tanimda ise ¢evre; icinde kiiltlirel, sosyal, ekonomik, fiziksel ve biyolojik
ortam gibi bir¢cok faktore yer veren, canli yasaminin siirdiiriildiigii, birbirleri ile ¢ift
tarafli etkilesim i¢inde olduklar1 alan olarak ifade edilmektedir.* Cevre politikasi ise
meydana gelen ya da gelmesi muhtemel ¢evre sorunlariyla ilgili ¢evrenin koruma
altina alinmasina yonelik olarak ¢evre problemlerinin ¢6ziimiinii igeren faaliyetler
biitiinii olarak tanimlanabilir.’

Endiistri Devrimi ile beraber artan ¢evre sorunlarinin diinyanin tiimiinlin giindeminde
yer almas1 yaklasik iki asrin ge¢mesiyle miimkiin olmustur. 20. asrin ikinci yarisiyla
birlikte ¢evre sorunlarinin ¢ok dnemli ve ivedi ¢dziimlenmesi gereken bir problem
olarak belirlenmesi ve bahsi gecen konuda aktif politikalarin ortaya ¢ikmasinin temel
nedeni; bu sorunlarin dogrudan giindelik yasama olan etkisi oldugu séylenebilmek-
tedir.®

Bu kapsamda, siyasi partiler ¢evre politikalarinda bireylerin siirdiiriilebilir ve saglikl
bir cevrede yasamalari i¢cin gerekli olan 6zellikleri ve degerleri vurgularlar. Bu dog-
rultuda, Milliyetci Hareket Partisi de ¢cevre politikasinda belirli 6zler belirlemistir.
Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’ne gore gevre; siirekli iyilestirilmeli, korunmali, yasanila-
bilir hale getirilmelidir ve ¢evreye saygili, duyarli olunmalidir.

Bu ¢alismada oncelikle Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin siyasi kurulusu hakkinda bilgi
verilmistir. Calismanin yogunlastigi temel konu ise Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin
parti programi ve secim beyannamelerinde ¢evreye ne derinlikte yer ayirdigi, cevre
temelli hangi kod ve temalar1 kullanima sundugu ile bahsi ge¢en kod ve temalarin
beyannamelerdeki hem ¢evre bdliimiinde hem de genel metin i¢inde kullanim durum-
larinin tespit edilmesidir.

Bu denli 6neme sahip ¢evre kavraminin parti programi ve se¢im beyannamelerindeki

3 Berna Karagdz, “Balikesir Biiyiiksehir Belediyesi Cevre Politikalar1” (Yiiksek lisans tezi, Balikesir
Universitesi, 2023), 5.

4  Rusen Keles, Kentlesme Politikas1 (Ankara: imge Kitabevi, 2012), 19.
5 Karagdz, “Balikesir Biiyliksehir Belediyesi Cevre Politikalar1”, 13.

6  Alper Uzun ve Oguzhan Ozkan, “Cevre Konusunun Se¢im Beyannamelerindeki Yeri: 24 Haziran 2018
Milletvekili Genel Secimi Ornegi”, Celal Bayar Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 17, sy.3 (2019): 327.
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yeri, ¢evreye karst gosterilen degerin ve duyulan sayginin daha iyi kavranabilmesi
bakimindan 6nem arz etmektedir. Bu sebeple arastirmamizda beyannamelerdeki “gev-
re” konusu yeglenmis ve ilgili literatiire az da olsa bir katki sunmak hedeflenmistir.

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin Tarihcesi

1969 yilinin Subat ayinda gerceklesen CKMP Biiyiik Kurultayi’nda alinan karar ile
partinin ismi Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi (MHP) olmustur ve parti amblemi de ii¢ hilal
seklinde degistirilmistir.” MHP nin lizerinden yiikseldigi siyasi mirasi kavrayabilmek
adina CKMP’yi de igine alan siirecin bilinmesi gerekmektedir.® MHP’nin tarihine
kaynaklik ve onciiliik eden ilk parti, 20 Temmuz 1948 tarihinde kurulmus olan Millet
Partisi’dir (MP).? Millet Partisi’nin Demokrat Parti (DP) tarafindan kapatilmasi so-
nucunda Cumhuriyet¢i Millet Partisi kurulmustur. TKP nin (Tirkiye Koyli Partisi)
CMP’ye (Cumhuriyetci Millet Partisi) katilim saglamasiyla partinin ismi Cumhuri-
yet¢i Koyli Millet Partisi (CKMP) olmustur.!°

Millet Partisi 20 Temmuz 1948 tarithinde CHP ve Demokrat Parti’nin ardindan ii¢iincii
parti olarak mecliste yer almistir. Parti programinin ilk maddesinde MP’nin; adalet,
cumhuriyet, liberalligin ilkiilerine ve milli esaslara son derece bagli bir parti oldugu
ifade edilmistir.!! MP’nin kurucu kadrosunu olusturan isimler ise Fevzi Cakmak, Hik-
met Bayur, Enis Akeygen ve Osman Boéliikkbasi’dir.!?

10 Subat 1954 tarihinde Millet Partisi kapatilmis onun yerine Cumhuriyet¢ci Mil-
let Partisi kurulmustur. CMP’nin on dort kurucusu arasinda MP kurucularindan Os-
man Boliikkbasi, Sadik Aldogan ve Enis Akeygen yer almaktadir.'® Parti tiizligiinde
CMP’nin gayesinin Tiirkiye’de insan haklarini tesis edecek ve bu haklar1 emin, sag-

7 Hakki Oznur, Ulkiicii Hareket-1: CKMP’den MHP 'ye (Ankara: Alternatif Yay., 2008), 175.

8  Mehmet Parlar, “Milliyetci Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-2011” (Yiiksek lisans tezi, Gaziantep
Universitesi, 2021), 49.

9  Umit Demirci, “1998 Sonras1 Dénem MHP’ nin Parti Politikalar1 ve Din” (Yiiksek lisans tezi, Canakkale
Onsekiz Mart Universitesi, 2023), 35.

10 Parlar, “Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-2011”, 49.
11 Parlar, “Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-2011”, 49.
12 Parlar, “Milliyetci Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-2011”, 49.

13 Demirci, “1998 Sonrast Donem MHP’nin Parti Politikalar1 ve Din”, 35.
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lam bir temele istinat edecek bigimde bir devlet tertibi kurmak oldugu belirtilmistir.'*

1958 Ekim ayina gelindiginde donemin CMP lideri Osman Boliikbasi ile TKP lideri
Tahsin Demiray Istanbul’da bir araya gelerek partilerini birlestirme karar1 almistir.'s
CMP, TKP ile 1958°de birlestikten sonra CKMP ismini almistir.'®

CKMP, 27 May1s 1960 Ihtilali sonrasinda DP’nin kapatilmasiyla CHP ile beraber ¢a-
lismalarina devam etmistir. DP kitlesinin oylarini elde etmek i¢in ¢calisan CKMP, DP
geleneginden geldigi iddiasiyla kurulmus olan Adalet Partisi (AP) ve Yeni Tiirkiye
Partisi’nin (YTP) gerisinde kalmistir. Parti, 1961°de yapilan se¢cimde 54 milletvekili
cikarmagtir.!’

1961 secimlerinde partinin beklenenden az oy almasi, oylarin AP’ye kaptirilmasi ve
Boliikkbasi’nin ekip ruhu yerine kendini 6n plana ¢ikardigr iddialart sonucu parti ig¢i
muhalefet olusmus ve nihayetinde Osman Bdliikbas1 31 May1s 1962°de partiden isti-
fa etmistir.'® Osman Boliikkbasi’nin CKMP genel baskanligindan istifasi ile parti gii¢
kaybetmis ve yeni bir lider arayisina girmistir. Tiim bu gelismeler neticesinde CK-
MP’li partililer, siirgiin hayatindayken Tiirkiye’ye doniis yapan ve halkin dikkatleri
tizerinde topladigi Alpaslan Tiirkes’e yogunlasmistir.! Tiirkes ve arkadaslarinin
partiye katilmas1 ise 1965 yilinda Ahmet Oguz’un daveti iizerine olmustur.?°

Tiirkes’in CKMP’ye katilmasiyla birlikte parti politikalarinda dnemli degisimler ya-
sanmaya baslanmis, laiklik kayitsiz sartsiz benimsenirken diger yillarda bu sdylem
farklilik gdstermistir. Parti, farklilasan diisiincelerini “Tiirk-Islam Sentezi” diisiincesi

14 Parlar, “Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-20117, 51.

15 Zeki Ozdemir, “1965-1969 Yillar1 Arasinda Cumhuriyetci Koylii Millet Partisi ve Milliyetci Hareket
Partisi” (Yiiksek lisans tezi, Gazi Universitesi, 2007), 68.

16 Ozdemir, “1965-1969 Yillar1 Arasinda Cumhuriyet¢i Kéylii Millet Partisi ve Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi”,
68.

17 Adem Caylak, Osman Bdéliikbasi ve Siyasal Hareketi (Ankara: Atatiirk Arastirma Merkezi Yayinlari,
2010), 432.

18 Parlar, “Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar1 1999-2011”, 52.

19  Ozdemir, “1965-1969 Yillar1 Arasinda Cumhuriyetci Koylii Millet Partisi ve Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi”,
74.

20 Ferit Salim Sanli, “Cumhuriyet¢i Koylii Millet Partisinden Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisine Tarihsel Siireg,
Ideoloji ve Politika (1960-1969)” (Doktora tezi, Hacettepe Universitesi, 2017), 61.
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cergevesinde savunmaya baslamigtir.?!

CKMP 1969 yilina kadar iilke genelinde teskilatlanma c¢alismalarina devam etmis ve
ayni yilin 9 Subat’inda Adana’da diizenlenen Biiyiik Kurultay’da partinin yeni bir
kimlikle yola devam etmesi karar1 alinmistir.?> Akabinde CKMP’nin ismi MHP olarak
degistirilmis ve partiye ait amblem de kirmizi zemin iizerine ii¢ hilal olacak sekilde
revize edilmistir. Bu kapsamda, CKMP’den MHP’ye ge¢is sonrasinda partinin ide-
olojisi yavas yavas belirmeye baslamis ve CKMP’nin 1965 Kurultayi’ndan itibaren
kurgulamaya calistig1 diisiince zemini, daha sonralar1 “9 Isik Doktrini” ismini alarak
fikirler diinyasinda belirginlesmeye baslamistir.??

Parti, 1980 yilinda gerceklesen askeri darbeye kadar siyasi hayatini siirdiirmiistiir.
Ordu’nun yonetime el koymasinin ardindan Milli Giivenlik Kurulu karariyla siyasal
partilerin faaliyetleri durdurulmus, siyasi parti liderleri hapse atilmistir.**

12 Eyliil 1980 ihtilali akabinde iilkiicli camianin ilk parti kurma tesebbiisii, 1983°de
kurulan Muhafazakar Parti olmustur. Muhafazakar Parti’nin 1985 yilindaki kurul-
tayinda partinin ad1 Milliyet¢i Calisma Partisi (MCP) olarak degistirilmis; 1987 re-
ferandumuyla siyasi yasagi kaldirilan Tiirkes, MCP’nin Olaganiistii Kurultayi’nda
delegelerin tamaminin oyunu alarak genel baskanliga se¢ilmistir.?

Ocak 1993°te olaganiistii bir kongre yapilmis ve bu kongrede MCP ismi degismis,
parti eski ismini (MHP) geri kazanmistir. Isim degisikligi sonras1 1995 secimlerine
katilan parti, %8 oy almis ancak se¢im baraji %10 oldugundan meclise girme hakk1
kazanamamigtir.?¢

Tiirkes, Nisan 1997°de vefat etmis ve vefatindan sonra genel baskanlik koltuguna

21 Gokhan Karakurt, “Siyasi Partilerin Dogus Teorileri, Parti Tipolojileri ve Kurumsallagmalari
Baglaminda Milliyetci Hareket Partisi Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme”, Uluslararasi Politik Arastirmalar
Dergisi 2, sy.1 (2016): 42.

22  Demirci, 1998 Sonrasi Dénem MHP 'nin Parti Politikalar: ve Din, 40.
23 Demirci, 1998 Sonrasi Donem MHP 'nin Parti Politikalar: ve Din, 40.
24 Parlar, Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Kiiltiir Politikalar: 1999-2011, 55.

25 Burak Kazim Mirik, “Siyasal Liderlik ve 1965-1980 Doneminde Alpaslan Tiirkes” (Yiiksek lisans tezi,
Siileyman Demirel Universitesi, 2018), 15.

26 Demirci, “1998 Sonrasi Donem MHP’nin Parti Politikalar1 ve Din”, 48.
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gecici olarak oglu Yildirim Tugrul Tiirkes oturmustur. Tiirkes’in vefat: sonrasi genel
baskanlik se¢cimi i¢in 18 Mayis’ta 5. Olaganiistii Kongre toplanmis ve kongrede ara-
larinda Devlet Bahgeli ve Tugrul Tiirkes’in de oldugu 6 kisi aday olmustur.?’ Yapilan
secim sonucu Devlet Bahgeli, partililerden en fazla oy alarak Milliyet¢i Hareket Par-
tisi’nin Alpaslan Tiirkes’ten sonraki yeni genel baskan1 olmustur.

Devlet Bahgeli; 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, 2018 ve 2021 yillarinda yapi-
lan kongrelerde partinin genel baskan secilmistir. Devlet Bahgeli hialen genel baskan
olarak gorevine devam etmektedir.?®

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin Parti Programinda Cevre Politikasi

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin 8§ Kasim 2009 tarihinde 9. Olagan Biiyiik Kongresi’'n-
de, “Gelecege Dogru” temasi ile en son yayimladigi parti programinda, 24 tane farkl
politika baslig1 yer almaktadir. Adalet, Kamu Yonetimi, Bilim ve Teknoloji, Sanayi,
Kentlesme, Konut ve Afet ile Cevre; bahsi gecen politika basliklarindan birkagini
olusturmaktadir. Bu anlamda bahsi edilen bu politikalarin ¢evre ile olan iligkisi asa-
gida bagliklar halinde ele alinmistir.

Parti programinin “Temel Hedef ve Gorilislerimiz” ana baslig1 altindaki ¢evre politi-
kas1 ile ilgili ilk bahis ve temel hedef su sekilde yer almistir:

“Cevre sartlarini siirekli iyilestirerek yasanabilir hdle getirmek.”? Yine ayni parti prog-
raminin “Ekonomik Hedef ve Politikalar” baslig1 altinda ekonomik politikalarin esas-
lar1 belirtilerek ¢evre hassasiyeti ve istthdam odakli bliylimenin gerceklestirilmesinin
iktisadi politikalarinin temelini olusturdugu ifade edilmistir.’* Bununla birlikte ¢ev-
reye gosterilen saygi cercevesinde 6zel sektore ait yatirimlarin desteklenecegi ifade
edilmistir.

Programin “Sanayilesme” politikalar1 baslig1 altinda; “Tiiketicinin tercih ettigi fak-

27 Ersin Oztiirk, “1997-2018 Déneminde Devlet Bahgeli ve MHP Siyasetinin Siirekliliginin Incelenmesi”
(Yiiksek lisans tezi, Maltepe Universitesi, 2018), 7.

28 Demirci, “1998 Sonrasi Donem MHP’nin Parti Politikalar1 ve Din”, 48.

29 Milliyetc¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru” (PDF: Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Yayinlari,
2009), 35.

30 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 61.
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torleri dikkate alan, merkezde c¢evrenin oldugu iiretim tesis eden, yerelde yer alan
kaynaklar1 kullanima sunan, istihdamda isgiicliniin nitelikli olmasina dikkat eden,
teknolojinin ileri dliizeyde olmasina hassasiyet gosteren bir sanayinin meydana geti-
rilmesinin ana amag oldugu” ifade edilerek ¢cevre normlarina uygun bir iiretim yapan
sanayinin varliginin bu temel amacin bir etkeni oldugu belirtilmistir.?!

Programin bir diger politika basligi olan “Enerji ve Dogal Kaynaklar” baslig1 altinda
ilk olarak enerji politikasinin temel amaci agiklanmis ve enerji ihtiyacinin gevre-
ye karsi duyarli bir sistem iginde karsilanmasi suretiyle gergeklestirilebilecegi ifade
edilmistir.’? Yine, ayn1 politika baslig1 altinda barajlarin ¢evre ile uyum i¢inde bulun-
masinin suya iliskin politikalarin esaslarindan biri olacag: ifade edilmistir.

Programda yer alan ve bir diger politika olan “Esnaf ve Sanatkar” baslig1 altinda ise
kiiciik 6l¢ekli sanayi sitelerinin ¢evre etkisine dikkat edilerek diizenlenecegi belirtil-
mistir.*?

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin parti programinda yer alan politikalarindan bir digeri
olan “Kentlesme, Konut ve Afet” baslig1 altinda, kentlesme politikasinin esas1 ve
cevre ile olan iliskisi su sekilde belirtilmistir:

“Yerel kalkinmanin ger¢eklesmesine katki sunulmasi, bireylerin ya-
sam standardinin artirilmasi, ¢evre ile su kaynaklarinin koruma alti-
na alinmasi, altyapisi rasyonel olan cagdas kentler olusturulmasi ve
kentlilik kiiltiiriiniin saglanmas1 kentlesme politikasinin esasini olus-
turmaktadir.”

Ayni politika basligr altinda, kent planlarinin saglikli ve yasanabilir ¢cevreyle ahenk
iginde olacak sekilde tesis edilmesinden bahsedilmistir.*

Parti programinda yer alan politikalardan biri olan “Turizm” politikas1 altinda turizm
politikasinin esasina deginilmis ve iilkeye ait tarihi ve kiiltiirel zenginlikler basta

31 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 61.
32 Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi, Parti Program: “Gelecege Dogru”, 79.
33 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Program: “Gelecege Dogru”, 92.
34 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 115.

35 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 116-117.
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olmak iizere tiim zenginliklerin ¢evreye duyarli bir anlayisla ele alinmas1 gerektigi
vurgulanmistir.’¢

Yukarida gorildigi gibi 2009 yilinda hayata gecirilen Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin
parti programinda 24 tane politikaya yer verilmis ve bu politikalardan bazilarinin
cevre ile iligkisi belirtilmistir.

Calismamiza esas teskil eden ve MHP’nin parti programinda “Cevre Politikas1” kap-
saminda ger¢eklestirmeyi planladigi politikalar asagida yer almaktadir. Bununla bir-
likte, parti programinda ¢evre politikasi ana basligi altinda su bes alt basliga deginil-
mistir:3’

v “Cevre Politikalarinin Temeli ve Cevre Hakk1”

v “Dogal, Tarihi ve Kiiltiirel Degerlerin Korunmas1”
v “Cevre Duyarlilig1”

v “Biitiinciil Cevre Politikalar1”

v “Biyolojik Cesitlilik”

Bu kapsamda, saglikli ve temiz bir cevrede yasamanin her insanin temel hakki oldugu
vurgulanmis ve sonraki nesillere saglikli, temiz ve her anlamda korunmus bir ¢evre-
nin aktarilmasinin ¢evre politikasinin temelini olusturdugu vurgulanmistir.’®

Ayrica sosyal ve ekonomik politikalar ile ¢cevre politikasi arasinda bir uyumun sag-
lanmas1 gerekliligi vurgulanmis ve kalkinma saglanirken ekolojik denge ve insan
sagligi gibi degerlerin muhafazasinin gerekliliginden s6z edilmistir.*”

Yatirim projelerinin se¢ciminde ¢evre duyarliligina yer verilmesi, gerceklestirilecek
yatirim projelerinde ¢evreyle dost teknoloji kullaniminin 6zendirilmesi, ¢evre du-
yarliliginin kazandirilmasi ve bunun hayata gecirilmesi i¢in basin-yayin organlarinin

36 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Program: “Gelecege Dogru”, 119.
37 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Program: “Gelecege Dogru”, 118.
38 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 118.

39 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 118.

251



DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020203

tesvik edilmesi ile egitim miifredatinin ¢esitlendirilmesi gibi konular da yine parti
programinda yer alan beyanlardir.

Son olarak, sahip olunan biyolojik ¢esitliligin arastirilmasi, muhafazas1 ve iktisadi
deger kazandirilmas1 gerekliligine vurgu yapilmistir. Genetigi degistirilmis organiz-
malar ve biyogiivenlik konusundaki tehlikelerin minimize edilmesi i¢in ¢esitli politi-
kalarin birlikte ele alinacagi ifade edilmistir.*’

Milliyetc¢i Hareket Partisi’nin parti programi genel olarak degerlendirildiginde ¢evreye
iliskin sorunlarin ¢6ziimii “asayisin tesisi ve terorle miicadele” ile “dis politika” gibi
politika basliklarina nazaran daha zayif bir karakter gostermektedir. Ancak yine de
tarihsel siire¢ icinde bu durumun 6nceki donemlere gore ileri bir diizeyi yansittig1 da
goriilmektedir. Clinkii cevre sorunlarina iliskin gelistirilen politikalar, parti program-
larinda 6nceden kent ve kentlesme gibi konular ile ele alinmis ya da bu basliklarin
altinda deginilmistir. Ancak glinimiizde ¢evre sorunlarina iliskin gelistirilen politi-
kalar ayr1 ve bagimsiz bir sekilde “cevre” bagligi altinda ele alinmaktadir.*' Bununla
birlikte parti programinda, kiiresel ¢evre duyarlilig1 yaklagiminin klasik ¢evre kirlili-
gi tiirlerine kiyasla yeterince yer bulmadigi da goriilmektedir.*?

Son tahlilde, Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin parti programi ve se¢im beyannamelerin-
de cevre konusuna bagimsiz bir baslik altinda deginmis olmas1 takdirle karsilanacak
bir durum olsa da burada temel sorun; devlet yonetimine talip olan MHP nin “-meli-
dir/malidir ve —caktir/cektir” ile biten ciimlelerin ¢ok daha 6tesinde hedeflere ulas-
mak i¢in uygulanabilir stratejileri biitiinciil bir sekilde ortaya koyamamasidir.

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin 2011 Secim Beyannamesinde Cevre Politikasi

Parti, 2011°de gerceklesen segimlerde Tablo 2’de belirtildigi gibi % 12,98 rey alarak
53 mebus ile parlamentoda temsil edilmistir. Parti, secimlere 2023 ’e Dogru Yiikselen
Ulke Tiirkiye Sozlesmesi (Ses Ver Tiirkiye) adl1 beyannamesiyle katilim saglamistir.

40 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Program: “Gelecege Dogru”, 119.

41 Hikmet Yavas, “Tiirkiye’de Siyasi Partilerin Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlarina Yaklasimlar1”, Yonetim Bilimleri
Dergisi 9, sy.1 (2011): 212.

42 Yavas, Tiirkiye’de Siyasi Partilerin Kiiresel Cevre Sorunlarina Yaklagimlari, 212.
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Tablo 1. 2011 Genel Secim Sonuclar: http://www.ysk.gov.tr/tr

Parti Oy Oranlari Milletvekili Sayisi
AKP % 49.95 326
CHP % 25.94 135
MHP % 12.98 53
BGMSZ % 6.58 36
SP % 1.25 0
HAS % 0.76 0
BBP % 0.74 0
DP % 0.65 0
Toplam % 100 550

MHP, 2011 se¢imlerinde ¢evre politikasini vatandaslarin saglikli ve hijyenik bir ¢ev-
rede yasamlarini idame ettirmesi, kiiltiirel, dogal ve tarihi degerlerin koruma altina
alinmasi, cevreye karsi hassasiyet kazandirilmasinin saglanmasi, biyolojik ¢esitlili-
gin glivence altina alinmasi ve biitiinsel ¢evre politikalarinin izlenmesi gibi alt bas-
liklar1 altinda degerlendirmistir.

MHP’nin 2011 Se¢im Beyannamesi 205 sayfa, 8 ana baslik ve 32 politikadan olus-
maktadir. Beyannamenin “MHP iktidarinda Kiiresel Gii¢ Tiirkiye’ye Dogru” ana bas-
l1g1 altinda ¢evrenin koruma altina alinarak iktisadi ve sosyal yapida degisimin bii-
ylk oranda gergeklestirilecegi beyan edilmistir.*® Yine ayn1 ana baslik altinda sahip
olunan dogal zenginliklerin korunma sartlarinin tespit edilerek bilingsizce kullanimi
ile kaynaklardan etkin ve verimli bir sekilde faydalanilmasini tesis edecek cevre yo-
netim sistemlerinin hayata gegirilmesinin zorunlulugundan s6z edilmistir.*

Beyannamenin “Temel Hedef ve Goriislerimiz” ana basligi altinda ise ¢evre sart-
larinin siirekli iyilestirerek yasanabilir hale getirilmesi ifade edilmistir.* Bununla
birlikte “Milli ve Demokratik Anayasa Anlayisimiz” ana baslig1 altinda; saglikli ve
koruma altina alinmis bir cevrede yasama hakki ile sonraki nesillerin saglikli bir ¢cev-
rede yasama haklarinin giivence altina alinmasinin anayasal diizlemde koruma altina

43 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye” (PDF: Milliyetci
Hareket Partisi Yayinlari, 2011), 13.

44 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 14.

45 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 24.
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alinmasi gerekliliginden s6z edilmistir.*®

Afete ve ¢evreye hassas, kent estetigine 6nem veren sehir planlarinin hayata geci-
rilmesi ve uygulanmasi hedefleri “Kamu Yonetimi” ana basligi altinda, ¢evre du-
yarlilig1 yiliksek ve istthdam odakli bir bliylimenin gerceklestirilmesi gerekliligi ise
“Ekonomik Hedef ve Politikalar” ana baslig1 altinda belirtilmistir. “Ekonomik Hedef
ve Politikalar” ana basliginda kosullara ve insan 6z benligine saygili olmak sartiyla;
dogrudan yabanci sermayeyi de i¢ginde barindiran 6zel sektor yatirimlarina tilkemizi
cazip hale getirmek icin gerekli yardimlarin saglanacagindan s6z edilmistir.*’

Beyannameninbirbaskaanabasligiolan“Sanayilesme” bdéliimiindeisecevrenormlarina
uygun bir sekilde iiretim tesis eden sanayinin olusturulacagi hedeflenmistir.*s

“Enerji ve Dogal Kaynaklar” ana basligi altinda ise kesintisiz, yeterli ve glivenli bir
enerji arzinin saglanmasinin ¢evreye karsi hassas bir sistem i¢inde karsilanmasi ile
barajlarin ¢evreyle ahenk i¢inde yer almasi gerekliligine vurgu yapilmigtir.*

“Ulastirma” ana basligr altinda da maliyeti diisiik, emniyetli ve hizli ulastirma siste-
minin ¢evreye duyarh sekilde tesis edilmesinin gerekliliginden s6z edilmistir.>°

Beyannamenin “Kentlesme ve Konut” ana basligi altinda, saglikli ve yasamaya deger
kentler olustururken ¢cevrenin korunmasina dnemle dikkat edilecegi ve hazirlanacak
kent planlarinin, sonraki nesillere saglikli ve yasanabilir bir ¢evre ekseninde tesis
edilecegi vurgulanmistir.®

Bununla birlikte, “Turizm” ana baslig1 altinda ise; tlilkeye ait her tiirlii kiiltiirel, tarihi
ve dogal zenginliklerin ¢cevreye karst duyarl: bir sekilde degerlendirilmesinden bah-
sedilmistir.>?

46 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 43.
47 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 85.
48 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Segcim Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 95.
49 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Secim Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 101.
50 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 102.
51 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢cim Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 172.

52 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Se¢cim Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 166.
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Son tahlilde, 2011 genel se¢cimleri i¢cin hazirlanan bu beyannamede; partinin ¢evre
baslig1 altinda ele aldig1 politikalar asagida siralanmistir:3

v Insanlarin temiz ve saglikli bir cevrede yasamasinin saglanmasi,

v Kiiltiirel degerlere sahip ¢ikilmis, dogal bir ¢evrenin gelecek nesil-
lere aktarilmasi,

v Cevre konusunda akl1 ve bilimi merkeze alan, milli degerlerimiz ile
catigma icinde olmayan bir bakis a¢isinin egemen kilinmasi,

v Cevre politikalari ile diger politikalar arasinda uyumun saglanmasi,
v Teknoloji kullaniminda ¢evreye dost teknolojinin tesvik edilmesi,
v Cevreye duyarliligin kazandirilmast,

v Cevre duyarliliginin gelistirilmesi amaciyla medyanin toplumsal
sorumluluk kapsaminda yayin yapmasinin saglanmasi,

v Cevreye iliskin duyarlilik kazandirilmas1 kapsaminda egitim poli-
tikalarinin zenginlestirilmesi,

v Sanayi, sehirlesme, turizm, tarim gibi alanlarin daha gii¢li ve sag-
likl1 bir zemine oturtulmasi i¢in ¢evre diizeni planlarinin Tiirkiye ge-
nelinde tamamlanmasinin gergeklestirilmesi,

v Cevre sorunlarinin kirlenmenin meydana gelmesinden sonra ¢o-
ziime kavusturulacak sorunlar olarak degil; kalkinma planlarinin bir
Ogesi olarak onceden tespit edilen kistaslar ¢cercevesinde incelenmesi
gereken bir sorun olarak goriilmesinin saglanmasi,

v Denetimde etkinlik ve verimliligi saglamak i¢in ¢evre zabitas1 mii-
essesinin kurulmasi,

v Cevreye 6zgli ihtisas mahkemelerinin tesis edilmesi,

v Cevre mevzuati kapsaminda bilgi sistemlerinin hayata gecirilmesi,

53 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Secim Beyannamesi “2023’e Dogru Yiikselen Ulke Tiirkiye”, 169-172.
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v Meteorolojik 6l¢iimde bulunan istasyonlarin ¢evre kirliligini de
icine alacak sekilde gelistirilmesi,

v Dogal ¢evre ile kent ve kirsal yerlesimlerin yasanabilir bir duruma
getirilmesi ile siirdiiriilebilir bir dogal ¢evrenin sonraki nesillere akta-

rilmasi,
v Biitilinciil ¢evre politikalarinin izlenmesi,

v Deniz, su, toprak ve havayi beraber ele alan biitiinlesmis ¢evre po-
litikalarinin gelistirilmesi,

v Verimli topraklarin koruma altina alinmasi ve tarim faaliyetine 0z-
giilenmis topraklarin ama¢ dis1 kullaniminin engellenmesi,

v Dogal zenginliklerimize iilke olarak sahip ¢ikma anlayisinin giic-
lendirilmesi ve ¢evreye karsi duyarliliginin gelistirilmesi i¢cin kamuo-
yunun bilin¢lendirilmesine azami 6zen gosterilmesi,

v Biyolojik ¢esitliligin koruma altina alinmasi,

v Biyogilivenlik ve genetigi degistirilmis organizmalarda meydana
gelecek tehlike ve risklerin minimize edilmesi i¢in konu baglamindaki
cesitli politikalarin birlikte ele alinmasi,

v Su saglama tesislerinde olusacak kayip ve kagaklarin 6nlenmesi,

v Su kaynaklarinda kullanim etkinliginin saglanmasi ve kaynaklarin

kirlilige kars1 korunmasi,
v Su havzalarinin koruma altina alinmasi,
v Su kaynaklarinin denetim ve gdzetim altinda tutulmasi,
v Sulama kanallarinda meydana gelecek kayiplari engellemek i¢in
Onleyici sistemlerin insa edilmesi.
MHP’nin 7 Haziran 2015 Secim Beyannamesinde Cevre Politikasi

Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, 7 Haziran 2017 tarihinde gerceklesen secimlerde %16,3 oy
alarak 80 milletvekili ile yasama organinda temsil hakki kazanmistir.
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Tablo 2. 7 Haziran 2015 Genel Secim Sonuclar: http://www.ysk.gov.tr/tr

Parti Rey Oranlari Parlamenter Sayis1
AKP % 40,9 258
CHP % 25,0 132
MHP % 16,3 80
HDP % 13,1 80
SP % 2,1 0
Toplam % 100 550

Parti, 2015 yilinda gergeklesen Haziran se¢imlerine Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu
Gelecek (Bizimle Yiirii Tiirkiye) isimli beyanname ile girmistir. Bahsi ge¢en se¢im
beyannamesi, 2011 Se¢im Beyannamesi’nde yer alan politikalar1 igermektedir. 2011
Secim Beyannamesi’ne ek olarak bu beyannamede; ¢evre bilgi sisteminin hayata ge-
cirilmesi, ¢evre iizerine ihtisaslasan mahkemelerinin kurulmasi, ¢cevre zabitasi uy-
gulamasinin olusturulmasi, su kaynaklarinin tiilketiminde etkinligin esas alinmasi ile
yaban hayatinin koruma altina alinmasina azami 6zen gosterilmesi gibi konular ele
alinmastir.

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin 7 Haziran 2015 Se¢im Beyannamesi 257 sayfa, 8 ana
baslik ve 32 politikadan olusmaktadir. Beyannamenin “Kiiresel Gii¢ Tiirkiye Vizyo-
nu” ana baslig1 altinda ¢evre politikasi ile ilgili su hedeflere yer verilmistir:

“Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu tabii kaynaklarin korunma sartlar1 tespit
edilerek bilin¢ dis1 kullanma ile tahribat engellenecek, s6zii edilen
kaynaklardan verimli sekilde faydalanilmasini temin edecek ¢evre yo-
netim sistemleri hayata gecirilecektir.”**

“Iktidar Anlayisimiz ile Temel Goriis ve Hedeflerimiz” baslig1 altinda, ¢evre dostu
ve duyarlilik igeren kalkinma anlayisiyla ekosistemleri ve dogal varliklar1 koruyarak
biiylimenin saglanacagi ve ¢evresel sartlar1 stirekli iyilestirerek yasanabilir seviyeye
getirilecegi belirtilmistir.”’

54 Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek” (PDF:
Milliyetci Hareket Partisi Yayinlari, 2015), 35.

55 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 49-51.
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Beyannamenin temel bagliklarindan “Kamu Y o6netimi” ana baslig1 altinda su ifadeler
yer almaktadir:

“Yerelde gergeklesecek hizmetlerin hizli, diisiik maliyetli ve adalet an-
layis1 icinde sunuldugu; olas1 afete ve ¢evreye karst duyarli, kent este-
tigine dnem veren sehir planlarinin hayata gecirildigi, gerekli dl¢iide
yesil alanlarin, sosyal ve fiziki altyapinin saglandigz; tarihi ve kiiltiirel
mirasa sahip ¢ikildigi, yoksul durumda olan vatandaslarin gozetildigi,
cagdas ve yasanabilir kentlerin tesis edildigi yapi, belediyecilik anla-
yisimizin temelini olusturmaktadir.”®

Beyannamenin “Ekonomik Hedef ve Politikalar” ana baslig1 altinda yer alan ve par-
tinin ¢evre politikasi ile iligkili oldugu durumlar bir 6nceki se¢cim beyannamesi ile
benzerlikler gostermektedir. Bu baslik altinda ilave olarak ¢evre hassasiyeti yiiksek,
istthdam dostu biiyiimenin gerceklestirilmesi, yenilenebilir enerji kaynaklarinin ¢ev-
resel etkiler ve ekolojik dengeler dikkate alinarak gelistirilmesi gerekliligine vurgu
yapilmistir.®’

Beyannamede yer alan “Sanayilesme” boliimiinde ise 2011 Se¢im Beyannamesi’nde
belirtilen konular disinda, deri sanayisinde insan ve ¢evre sagligina duyarl iiretimin
tesis edilmesi hedeflenmistir.’®

Beyannamenin bir baska ana basligi olan “Enerji ve Tabii Kaynaklar” baslig1 altinda
milli bir enerji politikasinin meydana getirilmesinden s6z edilmis ve akabinde milli
enerji politikasinin ana hedeflerinden birinin su olacag: ifade edilmistir:

“Duyarli bir anlayis ve ¢evreye dost bir yaklasimla enerji iiretiminin
cevre ve insan sagligina zarara yol agmadan iiretilmesi.””’

“Ulkemizin hassas niikleer teknolojiye sahip olmasinin saglanmasi ile
santrallerde iist diizey giivenli teknolojinin kullanilmasina, konunun
insan saglig1 ve merkezde ¢evrenin oldugu bir yaklasimla ele alinma-

56 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 86.
57 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Secim Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 89.
58 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 134.

59 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 139.
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sina yliksek ol¢iide dikkat edilmesi gerektigi”

beyannamenin devaminda dile getirilmistir.®

Enerji ve Dogal Kaynaklar ana baglig1 altinda deginilen bir baska konu ise su kaynak-
larinin duyarlilik i¢inde ve biiyilik bir dikkatle yonetilmesi gerektigidir. Bu kapsamda
beyannamede konu ile ilgili su ifadelere yer verilmistir:

“Suyun kaynagindan itibaren koruma altina alinmasi, temiz tutulmasi,
barajlarin ¢evreyle uyum i¢inde yer almasi, erozyon etkileri ile kentsel
atiklardan baraj gollerinin korunmasi, saglikli igme ve kullanma suyu-
nun uluslararasi standartlarda saglanmasi esas olacaktir.”®!

Beyannamede, “Ulastirma” ana baslig1 altinda 2011 Se¢im Beyannamesi’nde yer al-
dig1 gibi hizli, giivenli ve diisiik maliyetli ulastirma sisteminin ¢evreye duyarlh sekil-
de tesis edilmesinin gerekliliginden s6z edilmistir.5?

Beyannamenin “Kentlesme ve Konut” ana basligi altinda ise saglikli, yasanabilir,
dogayla uyumlu kentlerin olusturulmasindan bahsedilmistir. Hazirlanacak kent plan-
larinin ¢evreyle uyum i¢inde, dogal yapiya uygun, kiiltiirel degerleri esas alan bir
sekilde olusturulmasinin gerekliliginden s6z edilmistir.%

“Turizm” ana baslig1 altindaysa su ifadeler yer almaktadir:

“Turizm bolgelerinde imar planlar1 gozden gecirilecek imar ranti ve
istismarini ¢evre ve tarihi kiiltiirel dokunun korunmasina 6ncelik ve-
rilecektir.”%

7 Haziran 2015 Secim Beyannamesi, bir dnceki se¢im beyannamesiyle biiylik ben-
zerlikler tasimaktadir. igerik olarak ayni olan bu beyannamelerde “gevre” ana basligi
altinda yer alan politikalardan benzer olanlar tekrara diismemek adina dile getirilme-

60 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 143.
61 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 145.
62 Milliyetci Hareket Partisi, Secim Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 147.
63 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 219.

64 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 227.

259



DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020203

mistir. Asagida Haziran 2015 beyannamesinde farkli olan hedefler belirtirmistir. 2011
Se¢im Beyannamesi’nden farkli olarak hedeflenen politikalar su sekildedir:®’

v Tas ocagi ile maden aramalar1 tamamlandiktan sonra ¢aligsma tesis
edilen sahanin agaclandirilmasi zorunlu olmali,

v Yaban hayati koruma altina alinmali1 ve bu konuda gerekli 6zen
gosterilmeli,

v Ulasim altyapilar1 planlanirken yaban hayatinin siirekliligi dikkate
alinmali,

v Genel ve devlet avlagi uygulamasi terk edilmeli, 6zel avlak uygu-
lamasina geg¢ilmeli.
Milliyetci Hareket Partisinin 1 Kasim 2015 Secim Beyannamesinde Cevre Politikasi

Parti, Kasim ayinda gerceklesen secimlerde % 11,9 rey alarak 40 parlamenter ile
TBMM’de temsil hakki kazanmaistir.

Tablo 3. 2015 (Kasim) Genel Secim Sonug¢lar: http://www.ysk.gov.tr/tr

Parti Oy Oranlari Milletvekili Sayisi
AKP % 49,49 317
CHP % 25,31 134
MHP % 1190 40
HDP % 10,76 59
Diger % 2,54 0
Toplam % 100 550

MHP, 2015 Kasim ayinda gerceklesen secimlere Huzurlu ve Giivenli Gelecek isimli
secim beyannamesi ile girmistir. Beyannamede yer alan ¢evreye ait politikalar, Ha-
ziran 2015 Secim Beyannamesi’nde yer alan politikalar ile bire bir aynidir. Bununla
birlikte beyanname 269 sayfa, 7 ana baslik ve 30 farkli politikadan olugsmaktadir.

65 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Toplumsal Onarim ve Huzurlu Gelecek”, 223-225.
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2015 Kasim beyannamesi, Haziran 2015 se¢im beyannamesiyle igerik olarak ayni
oldugu i¢in tekrara diismemek adina bu baslik altinda ele alinmayacaktir.

2018 Genel Secimlerinde MHP’nin Secim Beyannamesinde Cevre Politikasi

Parti, bahsi gegen secimde %11,1 oy almis ve 49 milletvekili ile parlamentoda yerini
almistir.

Tablo 4. 2018 Milletvekili Genel Secimi Sonug¢lar: http://www.ysk.gov.tr/tr

Parti Oy Oranlan Milletvekili Sayisi
AKP % 42,6 295
CHP % 22,6 146
HDP % 11,7 67
MHP % 11,1 49
Ivi % 10 43
DIGER % 2 0
Toplam % 100 600

Parti, 2018 secimlerine Milli Dirilis Kutlu Yiikselis (Cumhur Ittifaki Millet Akl1) adl
secim beyannamesi ile girmistir. Beyanname 133 sayfa, 10 ana baslik ve 24 politika-
dan olusmaktadir.

MHP, 2018 Secim Beyannamesi’ni 6nceki yillarda yer alan beyannamelere kiyasla
dar kapsamli tutmustur. Bunun sonucunda partinin “cevre politikas1” da beyanna-
mede c¢ok kisa tutulmustur. Bahsi gecen beyannamede c¢evre politikasina iliskin ele
alinan konular su sekildedir:®

v Parti, tiim vatandaslarin temiz, saglikli ve koruma altina alinmis
bir ¢evrede yasamasinin teminat altina alinmasinin bir zorunluluk ol-
dugunu ve bu durumun ¢evre politikasinin esasini olusturdugunu vur-
gulamisgtir.

v Bununla birlikte, ¢evre konusunda bilim ve aklin esas alinmasi

66 Milliyetgi Hareket Partisi, Se¢im Beyannamesi “Milli Dirilis Kutlu Yiikselis” (PDF: Milliyet¢i Hareket
Partisi Yayinlari, 2018), 102-103.
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gerektigi ifade edilmis; ancak bu sekilde dogal, tarihi ve kiiltiirel zen-
ginliklerin tahrip edilmesinin ve yok olmasinin oniine gecilebilecegi
belirtilmistir.

v Son olarak yatirimlarda, projelerinin hayata gegirilmesinde ¢ev-
reye karsi duyarliliga azami 6l¢lide 6nem verilecegi vurgulanmis ve
cevreye uyumlu, ¢evre tahribine yol agmayan teknoloji kullaniminin
hayata gecirilecegi ifade edilmistir.

Goriildugi gibi Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin 2018 Se¢im Beyannamesi’nde ¢evre
politikalar1 kisa ve 6z tutulmus, onceki se¢cim beyannamelerinde yer alan genis ve
kapsamli sunum bu beyannamede yer almamaistir.

14 Mayis 2023 Milletvekili Secimlerinde Milliyetci Hareket Partisi’nin Se¢cim Beyanna-
mesinde Cevre Politikasi

MHP, Cumhuriyetimizin 100. yilinda gergeklesen segimlerde %10,3 oy almis ve 51
parlamenter ile TBMM’de temsil hakki kazanmaistir.

Tablo 5. 2023 Milletvekili Genel Se¢cimi Sonug¢lar: http://www.ysk.gov.tr/tr

Parti Oy Oranlar Milletvekili Sayisi
AKP % 36,3 266
CHP % 25,8 168
MHP % 10,3 51
fvi % 9,9 44
YSP %9 62
YRP % 2,9 5
TIP % 1,8
DIGER % 4 0
Toplam % 100 600

MHP, 14 Mayis 2023 tarihinde yapilan se¢imlere Gelen Tiirk Asri, Gelecegin Giicii
Tiirkiye (Devlet ve Milletiyle Her Seyden Once Tiirkiye) adl1 se¢cim beyannamesi ile
girmistir.

Beyanname, 2018 beyannamesi de dahil olmak {lizere 6nceki se¢im beyannamelerine
gore cok kisa ve maddeler halinde tutulmustur. 100 maddeden olusan beyannamede
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partinin ¢evre politikalari ile ilgili su hususlara deginilmistir:¢’

v Kizilirmak ve Yesilirmak Nehirleri basta olmak iizere ihtiyac¢ du-
yulan yerlerde stratejik hedefler dogrultusunda suyolu projeleri hayata
gecirilecektir,

v Kiiresel iklim degisikligi etkilerini azaltici, ¢cevre sartlarini siirekli
iyilestirerek yasanabilir hale getirici politikalar uygulanacaktir,

v Su havzalar1 korunacak, sinir asan sular konusu milli stratejik bir
politika olarak degerlendirilecektir.

Sonug

Secim beyannameleri; iktidara ulagsma ve iktidarda kalma gayesi olan siyasi partilerin
secim maratonuna girerken hazirladigi ve se¢cmenlere sundugu rehber gibidir. Beyan-
nameler, siyasi partilerin onlimiizdeki donem i¢in hayata gecirmeyi diisiindiikleri va-
atleri igeren metinlerdir ve se¢gim boyunca birden fazla politika ve planlarini belirttigi
araclardan bir tanesidir.%®

Siyasi partiler, s0zii edilen beyannameler araciligiyla kendilerini se¢gmenlere tam
manasiyla anlatabilmeyi hedeflemektedir. Bu anlatim arzu edilen seviyede olursa,
partiler kendilerini benimsememis ve Onceki se¢cimlerde kendilerine oy vermemis
gruplar da etkileyebilmekte, boylece en biiyiik gayesi olan iktidara erisebilme ko-
nusunda kayda deger kazanglar elde edebilmektedirler.®” Bu agidan, beyannamelerin
vatandaslar1 ikna etmek ve onlar1 yonlendirmek i¢in etkin bir ara¢ olmasi, partilerin
se¢im beyannamelerini gereginden fazla 6nemsemelerini ve bir sarraf titizligi ile bu
beyannameleri hazirlamalarini saglamaktadir.

Siyasi partilerin bir bakima ayakta kalmasini saglayan siyaset ve iktidar kurumlari,

67 “MHP 14 Mayis 2023 Se¢im Beyannamesini A¢ikladi”. Adana Hilal Haber Sitesi. (Erisim 24 Kasim
2023).

68 Elif Sesen ve Ozkan Ertiirk, “Tiirkiye’de 1990 Sonras1 Cevre Politikalarinin Se¢im Beyannamelerine
Yansimalar1”, Sel¢cuk Iletisim Dergisi 10, sy.1 (2017): 193.

69 Uzun ve Ozkan, Cevre Konusunun Se¢im Beyannamelerindeki Yeri: 24 Haziran 2018 Milletvekili Genel
Secimi Ornegi, 350.
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cevreyi bariz bir sekilde etkilemekte ve ondan da etkilenmektedir.”® Nitekim iktidara
ulasma gayesinde olan partilerin hedef kitlesi olan toplumlar da ¢evre ile devamli
etkilesim i¢indedir.

Bu ¢alismada 2011 genel se¢cimlerinden baslanarak en son yapilan 28. Donem Millet-
vekili Se¢imleri’ni de i¢ine alacak sekilde Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin hazirladig:
parti programi ve se¢im beyannameleri, ¢cevre ekseninde incelenmistir. Bu sebeple
MHP’nin; toplumsal, kiiltiirel, ekonomik ve siyasi bir¢ok alandaki iligkilerin ¢evreye
dair bakis1 ve ona atfettigi O6nem ortaya ¢ikarilmaya g¢alisilmistir.

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin se¢im beyannamelerine bakildiginda; ¢evre konusu-
na en fazla atifta bulunulan ve politika gelistirilen beyanname 2015 genel secimle-
ri i¢in hazirlanan beyannameler olmustur. Konu igerigi bakimindan ¢evre konusuna
daha fazla yer ayiran bu beyannameye karsilik, Mayis 2023 sec¢imleri i¢in hazirlanan
beyanname daha kisa ve dar kapsaml1 tutulmustur.

MHP’nin se¢im beyannamelerinde, ¢evre konusuna parti programi ve dnceki beyan-
nameler dikkate alinarak az atifta bulundugu bir diger beyanname 2018 se¢im be-
yannamesidir. 2018’den baslanarak son sec¢imlere kadar hazirlanan se¢im beyanna-
melerinde ¢cevre konusuna yapilan atifin ve politikalardaki diisiisiin sebebi, partinin
Cumbhur ittifak: icinde konumlanmis olmas1 olarak diisiiniilmektedir. Cumhur Ittifak:
ise ilk kez ve resmi diizeyde 2018 genel segimleri i¢in olusturulmustur.” Ancak s6z
konusu ittifakin meydana gelmesine zemin olusturan gelismeler 15 Temmuz 2016
Darbe Girisimi’ne kadar uzanmaktadir. 15 Temmuz Darbe Girisimi’ni takiben Ak
Parti ve MHP yasanan olumsuzluklar1 hizli bir sekilde bertaraf etmek i¢in olagantis-
tii hal (OHAL) i1lan1 konusunda tam bir uzlagsma i¢inde olmus ve bunun neticesinde
OHAL ilan edilmistir.”> Bunun yani sira Istanbul Yenikapi’da darbeye kars1 ortak bir
tavir almak amaciyla “Demokrasi ve Sehitler Mitingi” adiyla bir miting diizenlenmis-
tir. Dlizenlenen bu mitingde, asil meselenin vatanin biitiinliigii oldugu, vatani ilgilen-
diren konularda partiler {istli bir tavir alinmas1 gerektigi, dolayisiyla milli birlik ve

70 Uzun ve Ozkan, Cevre Konusunun Se¢im Beyannamelerindeki Yeri: 24 Haziran 2018 Milletvekili Genel
Se¢imi Ornegi, 330.

71 Mehmet Ulas ve Alper Yilmaz, “Cumbhur Ittifaki Olusum Siirecinde Ak Parti ve MHP Liderlerinin Nasil
Bir ikna Dili Kullandig1; Parti Grup Toplantilar1 Ornegi”, Anadolu Akademi Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 1, sy. Ek
(2019): 84.

72 Ulas ve Yilmaz, Cumhur Ittifaki Olusum Siirecinde Ak Parti ve MHP Liderlerinin Nasil Bir Tkna Dili
Kullandigi; Parti Grup Toplantilart Ornegi, 84.
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beraberlik anlayisiyla hareket etmenin daha dogru olacagi vurgulanmistir.”> Bu mi-
tingle birlikte, Ak Parti ve MHP arasindaki yakinlagma siireci hizlanmis; bu donem-
de yasanan Firat Kalkani, EI-Bab ve Afrin Harekatlarina MHP’nin tam ve kosulsuz
destegi, milliyet¢ci ve devletci sdylemlerle birlikte ittifakin psikolojik ve sosyolojik
zeminini olusturmustur.”

MHP’nin iktidar partisi ile birlikte hareket etmesine etki eden bir diger faktor, 1 Ka-
sim 2015 secimleri sonucunda MHP nin yasadig1 i¢ dalgalanmalardir. Yiikselen parti
ici muhalefet sebebiyle olaganiistii bir donemden gecen MHP, 15 Temmuz siirecinin
yasanmasiyla birlikte sert ve keskin bir siyaset degisikligine giderek’” tabanlar1 da
birbirine ¢ok uzak olmayan Ak Parti ile yakinlasmistir.”®

Ulkemizin 6nde gelen ideolojik ve kurumsalliga sahip partilerinden biri olan MHP,
tarihsel siire¢ iginde Tiirkiye’nin dnemli bir meselesi olan ¢evre sorunlari konusundaki
politika esasini su sekilde izah etmistir:”’

“Cevresel sorunlari; kalkinma — ¢evre muhafazasi ikilemi yerine, akl
esas alan bir koruma, kullanma ve ilerletmeyi 6ngdéren devamlilik sag-
layan kalkinma modeliyle asarak, sonraki nesillere her tiirlii degerleri
korunmus bir ¢evrenin intikal ettirilmesi, ¢gevre politikamizin temelini
olusturmaktadir.”

Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin se¢im beyannameleri incelendigi zaman, en ¢ok gegen
temanin ¢evre duyarliligi ve dogal kaynaklar oldugu anlasilmaktadir. MHP nin se¢im
beyannamesinde koruma alanlari, ¢evre hukuku, endemik, habitat, milli park ve canli
tlirleri gibi temalara hi¢ yer verilmemistir. Bununla birlikte, beyannamelerdeki kodlar
incelendiginde biyogiivenlik, biyogesitlilik, ekosistem ydnetimi; su, goriintii, toprak,

73 “Yenikapi’da U¢ Partinin Katilimiyla Demokrasi ve Sehitler Mitingi”. BBC News Tiirkce Haber Sitesi.
(Erisim 31 Temmuz 2024).

74 Ulas ve Yilmaz, Cumhur Ittifaki Olusum Siirecinde Ak Parti ve MHP Liderlerinin Nasil Bir Tkna Dili
Kullandigi; Parti Grup Toplantilart Ornegi, 84.

75 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi Genel Baskani Devlet Bahgeli, parti i¢inde ortaya ¢ikan ve liderligini
sorgulamaya agan parti i¢ci muhalefeti FETO ile iliskilendirerek Ak Parti ile birlikte hareket etme yoluna
gitmistir.

76 Ulas ve Yilmaz, Cumhur Ittifaki Olusum Siirecinde Ak Parti ve MHP Liderlerinin Nasil Bir Tkna Dili
Kullandig1; Parti Grup Toplantilart Ornegi, 84.

77 Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi, Parti Programi “Gelecege Dogru”, 118.
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hava ve giiriilti kirliligi gibi kodlarin da beyannamelerde yeteri kadar (bazilarinin
hi¢) yer edinmedigi analiz sonucu goriilmiistiir. Tiim bu eksiklikler birlikte diisliniil-
diigiinde, MHP nin ¢evre konusuna bakisinin dengeli ve biitiinciil olmadig1 goriilebil-
mektedir. Tim bu anlatilanlar 15181nda Milliyet¢i Hareket Partisi’nin hangi temalara
hangi se¢im beyannamesinde yer verdigini gosteren tablo asagida gosterilmistir.

Tablo 7. MHP’nin Secim Beyannamelerinde Cevre Politikasina Iliskin Yer Alan Temalar

Beyannamelerde 2011 2015 2018 2023
Kullanilan Temalar | Secim Beyannamesi | Secim Beyannamesi | Secim Beyannamesi | Secim Beyannamesi

Cevre Duyarliligi

<

v

<

v

Koruma Alanlari

Cevre Hukuku

Ormanlar

Biyolojik Cesitlilik

Canli1 Tirleri

iklim Degisikligi

Kiiresel Isinma

Ekosistem YOnetimi

Biyogiivenlik

Atiklar

Hava Kirliligi

Su Kirliligi

Toprak Kirliligi

Goriinti Kirliligi

Giiriiltii Kirliligi

Endemik/Habitat

Milli Park

S o Il Il ool I SO I S I S I S [ Bl I Il el I O I N el i
XA X[H] 1€ € [ [ [ ] X X[ | [ X[
XA [H] 1€ € [ [ [ ] XX | [ X[
XM= | [ [ ] [ X[ [ X[ [ |X][X

Dogal Kaynaklar

Bununla birlikte, yapilan incelemelerde ve elde edilen verilerde MHP nin ¢evre bas-
l1gin1 beyannamelerin son kisimlarinda kullanmay1 tercih ettigi tespit edilmistir. Be-
yannamelerde sira ve sayfa sayisi olarak ekonomi, i¢ ve dis siyaset konular1 diger po-
litika bagsliklarina nazaran daha 6n plandadir. Cevreye dair ayrilan sayfa sayilari ise
beklenen diizeyde degildir. Ornegin, 15 Temmuz Darbe Girisimi sonras1 olusturulan
Cumbhur Ittifaki’ndan sonraki beyannamelerde Cumhurbaskanligi Se¢im Sistemi 17
sayfada anlatilmisken ¢evre konusuna sadece iki sayfada yer verilmistir.
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Son tahlilde c¢evre; i¢inde birden fazla 6geyi barindiran, kapsami genis bir kavram
oldugundan MHP’nin iktidar partisi ol(a)madigi, parlamentoda yeteri sayida mil-
letvekili ile temsil edilmedigi ve Cevre Bakanligini elinde bulundurmadig: gibi se-
beplerle cevreye ait politikalar1t ne dlgiide gergeklestirebilecegi bilinmemektedir.
Arastirmamiz sonucunda se¢im zamani yayimlanan beyannameler, parti programi ve
bahsedilen sebepler birlikte ele alindiginda MHP’nin ¢evreye iliskin politikalarinin
beyandan 6teye geg(e)medigi goriilmektedir.
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Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi:
“Sag”in Temel “Liberal” Degerler ile Kendini Yeniden Insasi,
“Merkez”’de ve “Devlet”’te Degisim Talepleri'

Mehmet Mert Kaleci?

Oz

Bu c¢alisma, 1980’lerin sonu ve 1990’larin basi itibariyla, siyasal yelpazenin sol ve
sag geleneklerinden gelen ve cesitli seviyelerde liberal ve 6zgiirliik¢li degerlere yo-
nelerek dogal bir sekilde yeniden insaci bir soylemsel koalisyon olusturan aktorlerin
tespiti lizerine sekillenmistir. Calismanin kuramsal ¢ercevesi yeni kurumsalci soy-
lemselci (insac1) devlet kuramina, yardimci kavramsal ¢ercevesi ise Metin Heper’in
devlet-merkezci analizine referansla agkincilik ve aragsalcilik kavramlarina dayandi-
rilmistir. Bu cercevede, 1989 yilinda yayin hayatina baslayan Tiirkiye Giinliigii Der-
gisi, tespit edilen sOylemsel koalisyon i¢cinde (milliyet¢i-muhafazakar) sag gelenek
kokenli bir kolektif aktor olarak ele alinmaktadir. Her ne kadar dergi genel olarak sag
bir perspektif ve kokenden beslense de farkli ideolojik ge¢gmislere ve duruslara sahip
yazarlarin yazilarina da yer verilmistir. Derginin silirekli yazarlari ise agirlikli olarak
sag gelenekden gelen aktorler olarak degerlendirilebilir. Calismanin zamansal odagi
1990’larin ortalarina kadar uzanmaktadir. Bunun {i¢ temel nedeni vardir: Birincisi,
bu donem yeniden insaci sdylemsel koalisyonun belirginlesme ve pekisme siirecine
karsilik gelir. Ikincisi, yeniden insac1 sdylemsel koalisyon i¢inde pivot aktdr (mo-
tive eden, ydnlendiren, destekleyen vb.) olarak konumlandirilan Ozal, bu dénemin
onemli bir kisminda hayatta olmus ve siyasal mirasi, 1993°teki 6liimiinden sonra da
etkisini bir siire daha kuvvetli sekilde siirdiirmiistiir. Uciincii neden ise 1990’larin
ortalarinit dahi gelmeden iilkede liberal atmosferin bozulmasi ve ardindan gelen 28
Subat siirecinin, yeniden insaci sdylemsel koalisyonu 2000’lerde daha siyasallagmis
bir faza tasimasidir. Bu ¢alismada Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi’nin genel durusu, yeni
kurumsalc1 sOylemselci perspektife gére degerlendirilmis, devlette ve merkezde talep

1 Bu makale yazarin Marmara Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii’nde Ekim 2020°de savunulmus

ve basarili bulunmus “Tiirkiye’de Devlet Olgusu Etrafinda Yogunlasan Siyaset: ‘Liberal’ Soylemsel
Koalisyonun Devlet’de Degisim Taleplerinin Yeni Kurumsalc1 Devlet Kuramlar: Uzerinden Degerlendirmesi
(1989-1997)” baslikli doktora tezinden iiretilmistir.

2 (")gr. Gor., Diizce Universitesi, Rektorliik, mertkaleci@duzce.edu.tr, ORCID: 0000-0002-6236-4243
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edilen felsefi diizeydeki degisimler incelenmis ve bu degisim talepleri, askincilik ile
aragsalcilik kavramlar1 iizerinden anlasilmaya caligilmistir. Sonug olarak, o donem
itibariyla ve kolektif diizeyde cari merkezin ve devletin askinci karakterinin elesti-
rildigi ve degisim taleplerinin ortaya kondugu ancak Heper’in tanimindaki anlamda
aragsalci bir yaklasimin heniiz belirginlesmedigi sonucuna ulasilmistur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: yeni kurumsalci devlet teorisi, soylemsel kurumsalcilik, devlet,
devlet gelenegi, merkez-cevre

Tiirkiye Giinliigii Journal: The Reconstruction of the “Right” Through
Basic ““Liberal” Values and Demands for Change in the “Center” and the *“State

Abstract

This study is based on the observation that, from the late 1980s to the early 1990s,
political actors originating from both leftist and right-wing traditions, who subsequ-
ently gravitated toward liberal and libertarian values at various levels, naturally coa-
lesced into a reconstructionist discursive coalition. The theoretical framework is ro-
oted in the new institutionalist discursivist (constructivist) theory of the state, while
the auxiliary conceptual framework references the concepts of transcendentalism and
instrumentalism, inspired by Metin Heper’s state-centric analysis. Within this fra-
mework, Tiirkiye Giinliigii journal, which began publication in 1989, is analyzed as a
collective actor with roots in the right-wing tradition within the identified discursive
coalition. Although the journal generally originated from a right-wing perspective,
it also featured contributions from authors with diverse ideological backgrounds.
Regular contributors to the journal are similarly evaluated as actors with right-wing
origins. The temporal focus extends to the mid-1990s for three key reasons: first, this
period marked the consolidation of the reconstructionist discursive coalition; second,
Ozal, positioned as a pivotal actor (motivator, orienter, supporter, etc.), was alive for
a significant part of this period, and his political legacy remained influential even
after his passing in 1993; and third, the liberal atmosphere deteriorated even before
the mid-1990’s, with the 28 February process shifting the coalition into a more po-
liticized phase in the 2000s. This study evaluates Tiirkiye Giinliigii’s general stance
through the new institutionalist discursivist lens, examines the philosophical changes
demanded within the state and its center, and interprets these demands through trans-
cendentalism and instrumentalism. The findings suggest that while critiques of the
transcendentalist character of the state and center were prominent during this period,
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an instrumentalist redefinition in Heper’s sense had not yet fully emerged.

Keywords: new institutionalist state theory, discursive institutionalism, state, state
tradition, center-periphery

Giris

Bu calismada, 1989 yilinda kurulan Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi’nin 1990’larin ortala-
rina kadar yayimlanan sayilar1 incelenip degerlendirilmistir. Dergideki yazilar, 6zel-
likle kurucu ana kadronun ya da siirekli yazarlarin yazilarina odaklanilarak, devlette
askincilik-aragsalcilik kavramlari ve yeni kurumsalci insaci-sdylemselci devlet ku-
ramlari iizerinden degerlendirilmeye ¢alisilmistir. Bu sekilde Dergi’nin, erken Soguk
Savas sonrasi donemde, devlette talep ettigi degisimler tespit edilmeye ¢alisilmistir.
Elbette Dergi’deki her bir yazarin birbirinden farkli goriisleri ve yaklasimlari vardir.
Hatta Dergi’nin siirekli yazarlari i¢ginden isimler genel planda belirginlesen goriislere
kars1 argiimanlar ortaya koyabilmektedirler ki ¢alisma i¢cinde bu o6rneklere de yer
verilmigtir. Bu calismada yapilmaya ¢alisilan ise Dergi’de ifade edilen goriislerin
bileskesinde goriiniirliik kazanan ya da 6ne ¢ikan entelektiiel tavirlarin, tartisma ko-
nularinin ve argiimanlarin degerlendirilmesidir.

Dergi, 1990’larda goriiniirliikk kazanan, devlette (bunun yaninda siyasal merkez ve
merkez siyasette) degisim(ler) talep eden bir (yeniden insac1) sdylemsel koalisyonun
parcasi olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Devlette felsefi (diinya goriisii, weltanschau-
ung) diizeyde degisim talep eden bu koalisyon, 1980’ler ile birlikte sag ve sol cenah
siyasetlerden, asgaride retorik diizeyde ozgiirliikk¢ii ve liberal degerlere ya da soy-
lemlere dogru hareketlenen aktorlerden olugsmaktadir. Yeniden insaci alana dogru sag
ve sol cenah siyasetlerden gelen bu hareketlenme, kurucu diinya goriisii ekseninde
de benzer simetrik bir “toplanmanin” (ya da toplanmalar) yasanmasina da neden ol-
mustur. Dolayisiyla 1980 dncesinde sag ve sol cenah siyasetler arasinda, yatay hatta
yogunlasan catigsma-miicadele, 1980’ler ile birlikte peyderpey “liberal” yeniden in-
sacilik ile cari devlet olgusu arasinda dikey bir hatta kaymistir. Iki cephenin de -ya
da soylemsel koalisyonun da- dikkat ¢eken ortak 6zelligi, sag ve solun farkli koordi-
natlarindan gelen aktorleri heterojen ve gevsek -koordinatif 6zellikleri cok da gii¢li
olmayan- birer yap1 i¢ginde barindirmalaridir. Odaklanilan donemde Tiirkiyve Giinliigii
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Dergisi de yeniden insact alana sag® cenahtan hareketlenen bir olusum olarak kendini
gostermektedir. Genel anlamda Dergi de, biinyesindeki yazarlar da, sdylemsel ko-
alisyon i¢inde birer aktor olarak kabul edilebilecegi gibi Dergi bir alt-kiime olarak
diisiiniilecek olursa; buradaki koordinatif iletisim, sdylemsel koalisyonun geneline
kiyasla daha gii¢clii goziikmektedir.

Dergi’nin merkezinde yer alan siirekli yazar kadrosu, umumiyetle milliyet¢i-muhafa-
zakar siyaset koordinatlarindan bahsi gegen degisim talep eden koordinatlara dogru
hareketlenmistir. Soylemsel koalisyonun i¢inde tahayyiil edilen siyasal aktorlerin,
cesitli boyut ve seviyelerde, Ozal siyasetini zimni ya da agiktan olumladiklarinin
tespit edilebilecegi donem i¢inde, Dergi’nin Cedit A.S. adina sahibi, Genel Yayin
Miidiirii Mustafa Calik da Turgut Ozal’in cumhurbaskanlifi déneminde danisman
ekibi i¢inde yer almaktadir. Bu olumlama Ozal’1 geleneksel merkez saga nispetle
ehven-i ser olarak gdérmekten Ozalcilik noktasina kadar genis bir araligi kapsarken,
calismadaki goriise gore de Ozal siyaseti, yeniden insac1 sdylemsel koalisyonun pi-
vot bolgesinde yer almaktadir. Baska bir deyisle degisim talep eden bir aktér olarak
Ozal, sdylemsel koalisyonun motive edici, oriente edici pivot figiir olarak kendini
gostermektedir. Dergi sayilarinin basliklar1 ve de igerikleri, Ozal siyasetinin de bu
son doneminde dogrudan ya da dolayli olarak tartismaya a¢gmak istedigi konular ile
benzerlikler, paralellikler tasimaktadirlar. Kaldi ki ¢alismada ele alinan zaman arali-
g1, Ozal siyasetinin odagini iktisadi liberalizmden miiesses nizam karsitligina, biraz
ABD siyaseti ilhamli igeriklerden 6zglirliik¢ii soylemlere dogru kaydirdigi donem ol-
mustur. Cevresinden gelen ifadeler diisiindiirmektedir ki 1993°te ikinci siyaset dene-
mesini baslatabilmesi durumunda yeni parti(si)nin formiilasyonunu, yeniden dort egi-
limin bir araya getirilmesinden ziyade 6zgiirliik¢ii degerler iizerinden merkeze -yeni
merkez insasina- yonelmis milliyet¢ci-muhafazakar kadrolar ile yapilandirilacak bir
gelenekselci “liberalizm teklifi” iizerine kurma yolunu se¢mesi ¢ok yliksek olasilik
gostermekteydi. Bunun da Dergi’deki tartisma, fikir ve sdylemleri donemin siyasal
iklim okumas1 agisindan daha da 6nemli héle getirdigi diistiniilmektedir.

Dergide 0ne ¢ikan bir¢ok yazida Cumhuriyet’in kurucu diinya goriisii ve uygulamalari,
Tanzimat modernlesmesinden baslanarak elestiriye tabi tutulurken, degisim talepleri
de ele alinan konular lizerinden isaret edilmekte, tartisilmakta, sdylemlestirilmekte-

3 Dergi’nin 16. sayisinin “Giris” yazisinda, Tiirkiye’deki yerlesik sag tanimlamalari, kerhen de olsa, kabul
edilirken, bu tanimlamalarin, muhafazakar siyasetin tonlarini tam olarak karsilamadigi da savunulmaktadir.
Bu baglamda, Tiirkiye’de sol tanimlanirken, bazi siyasal akimlarin da “kismetine” sagda konumlandirilmak
distiigii ifade edilmektedir. Yaz1 Kurulu, “Giliz Mektubu”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Giiz 1991): 3.
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dir. Yazarlar, bu elestirileri sekillendirirken, Tanzimat biirokratini, aydinini, Tanzimat
zihniyeti disinda kalan eski Osmanli merkezini, Cumhuriyet elitlerini, cari merkezin
sahiplerini, tasfiye edilen eski Osmanli merkez kiiltiiriinii, Cumhuriyet ile sinirlar
cizilen yeni cevreyi, kendilerini, “cevre”de konumlandirilan halkin (sessiz ¢ogun-
luk, asil kiitle) iginden ¢ikan yeni aydin modelini, onlara onciiliik eden ¢evre kdkenli
biirokrat, siyasetci, akademisyen modellerini kiiltiiralist zaviyelerden degerlendirip
karsilastirmaktadirlar. Calismada c¢evre kokenli aydin benzeri sifatlandirmalar kul-
lanilmasinin sebebi de bu 6z tanimlamalar olmustur. Baz1 yazarlar kendi genglik ve
tiniversite yillarinin karakter ve imkanlarini bilirokrat ve “burjuva” (merkeze dahil)
cocuklarinin durumlari ile karsilastirmaktadir. Kiyas kabul etmez maddi imkanlari-
na ragmen bu donem ayricalikli gencglerinin, “yerli ve milli olmayan” sol ideolojiyi
benimsemelerini ise ideolojinin Bati kokenli olmasi hasebiyle olagan ama sinifsal
anlamda da sasirtict bulurlar. Bu yiizden de sdylemsel koalisyona soldan gelenleri
ve bu aktorler ile 6zdeslesen “Ikinci Cumhuriyet” kavrami ile ilgili igerigi siiphe ile
karsilamaktadirlar. Oysaki ayni sdylemsel koalisyon i¢inde ayn1 geleneksel merkezle
ve cari devletle miicadele halindedirler. Eski geleneksel merkez siyaset (DP, 1960’lar
AP’si) icinde birlikte yer aldiklar1 daha “saf liberal” goriis ile ise daha “siiphesiz” bir
iliski kurmaktadirlar. Dolayisiyla soldan gelenler, -Dergi’nin genel diisiincesinde-
her seye ragmen miiesses nizamin (cari devletin, cari merkezin) ve aslinda bazilarina
gore Tanzimat hatasinin da (Batililagma) parcasi olarak goriilmektedirler.

Devlette Askincilik ve Aragsalciik Kavramlari

Bu calismanin kavramsal ¢er¢gevesinin dnemli bir parg¢asini olusturan “merkez-cev-
re” ve “askincilik-aragsalcilik” -1liml1 ve agsiri formlariyla dort kademeli- kavramlari
Metin Heper’in Ingilizce olarak 1985 yilinda yayinlanan Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi
baslikli ¢alismasina referansla kullanilmaktadir.* Kitabin ingilizce baskisinda, “giic-
14” ve “zayif” devlet kavramlarini kullanan Heper, Tiirk¢e baskisinda ise kavramlarin
yanlis anlagilmaya agik olmalar1 izerine Berki’ye referansla “askinc1” ve “aragsalc1”

4  Metin Heper, Tiirkiye’'de Deviet Gelenegi (Ankara: Dogu Bati Yayinlari, 2006). Metin Heper, The State
Tradition in Turkey (Walkington: Eothen Press, 1985).
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devlet kavramlarina ge¢is yapmistir’:

“Devlet olgusu, belirli bir siyasal kiiltiiriin ortaya ¢ikmasina yol acar.
Ornegin Berki, ‘askincilik’ (transcendentalism)’i ya da ‘devlet¢i yo-
nelim’ (statist orientation)’1 ‘aragsalcilik’tan (instrumentalism) ya
da ‘toplumcu yonelim’den (societal orientation) ayristirir. Askincilik
insanin aslen ahlaki bir topluluga ait oldugu inancini ifade ederken,
aracsalcilik insanin aslen bir ¢ikar topluluguna ait oldugu inancini be-
lirtir.”®

Heper, askincilik ve aragsalcilik ucglar1 arasinda konumlandirdigi devlet olgusunu
(gelenegini), sosyolojinin merkez-¢cevre sablonunu devlet-merkezci siyaset analizi
alanina tasiyarak okumaktadir. Ozman ve Cosar, Heper’in merkezini, siyasal alanin
hakim normlarinin liretildigi yer olarak tanimlarken; Heper’de merkez ve devlet kav-
ramlarinin birbirlerini ikame eder sekilde kullanildigini da tespit etmektedirler.” Bu
calismadaki kan1 ise iki kavramin birbiriyle ¢ok gii¢lii iliski i¢inde oldugu yo6niinde-
dir. Buna ilaveten, merkez siyaset(ler) de bu organik iliskinin i¢inde degerlendiril-
mektedir. Merkezin ¢evreye tahakkiimii zora yoneldikge, devlet gelenegi ibresi “dev-
letlilik” seviyesi yiiksek “askinciliga” dogru yonelmektedir; cevrenin 6zellikle kendi
icindeki uzlasmazliklar ise bu tahakkiimiin gerceklesmesini daha da kolaylastirabil-
mektedir. Daha acgiklayici bir ifadeyle, “toplum i¢indeki uzlagma ile sonuglanamayan
yapisal-kiiltiirel boliinme ve karsitliklar, devletin askinciliginin devami ve gelisimi
i¢in de en uygun ortami saglamaktadir.” Askinct devletin merkezinde iiretilen ve bu
alanda mesruluk kazanan normlar ise ¢ok partili sistemde merkez siyasetlerin sinir-
larin1 ve iceriklerini biiylik 6l¢iide belirleyebilmektedir. Bunun neticesinde siyaset de
coklukla, yukarida iiretilen normlarin halka “benimsetilmesi” ya da -asir1 askincilik
durumunda- “dayatilmas1” olarak gerceklesmektedir.

5 Heper, giiglii (strong) ve zayif (weak) devlet kavramlarini, erken donem devlet merkezci bir ¢alisma
olan Nettl’in “The state as a Conceptual Variable” baslikli makalesinden almistir: John P. Nettl, “The State
as a Conceptual Variable”, World Politics: A Quarterly Journal of International Relations 20, sy. 4 (Temmuz
1968): 559-592.

Robert N. Berki, “State and Society: An Antithesis of Modern Political Thought”, State and Society in
Contemporary Europe, der. Robert N. Berki ve Jack Ernest Shalom Hayward (Oxford: Martin Robertson,
1979).

6  Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 27.

7 Aylin Ozman ve Simten Cosar; “Siyasal Tahayyiilde Devletin Belirleyiciligi: Metin Heper Calismalari
Uzerine Bir Inceleme”, Tiirk Diisiince Seriiveni: Ge¢ Aydinlanmanin Erken Aydinlari, Dogu Bati Diisiince
Dergisi, sy.16 (Agustos-Ekim 2001): 86-87.

276



ARASTIRMA MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020204

Heper’in, aragsalcilik ve askincilik kavramlarini, ilimlilik ve asirilik nitelemeleriyle
dort formda kategorilestirdigi ifade edilmisti. Buna gore, “asir1 askincilik”, merkez-
de belirlenen normlarin, genis bir ¢evreye yonelik olarak, kutsallastirilarak ahlaki
bir “dayatmaya” tabi tutulmasidir. “Iliml1 askincilik”ta, merkezde iiretilen normlar,
cevreye resmi ve sivil devlet aygitlart vasitasiyla ‘benimsetilmeye’ ¢alisilir. “Ilim-
1 aragsalcilik”ta ise toplum sektorlerinin ¢ikarlari, bu katmanlarin temsilcisi olan
aracilarca, genel cikar gozetilerek -ideal formunda- devlet olgusuna yansitilabilir;
devlet de bunu miimkiin mertebe hakkaniyetle kontrol edip diizenlemeye gayret eder.
Devlet, aragsalciligin bu formunda pek ideolojik bir tutum sergilemezken (notr, ta-
rafsiz) bilesenler arasinda uzlasma saglandigi olgiide sistemin devletlilik (stateness)
derecesi azalir. “Asir1 aragsalcilik” durumunda ise toplumun ve hatta bireyin ¢ikar
ve goruslerinin, hakkaniyetten uzak sekilde, devlet organlarina yansimasi ile kaotik
bir paylasim-boliisiim (yagma) durumu olusur. Bu sathada patronaj ve kayirmacilik
iligkileri iizerinden bir yonetim ve kaynak boliistimii tarzi, devlet aygitina hakim ol-
maktadir. Heper, 1970’lerde 6zellikle Milliyet¢i Cephe koalisyonlart donemlerinde
olusan kadrolasma ve kaynak dagitimi kiiltiiriinii, 1960°lardan itibaren asir1 aragsal-
ciliga dogru kayisin zirve noktasi olarak yorumlamaktadir®.

Heper’i “devletlilik” olgusuna ydnelten saptama, “Bati (Avrupa) siyaseti” genelle-
mesinin yanlisligi ve bu kapsamda degerlendirilebilecek devletlerin gosterdigi fark-
liliklarin da kaynaginda olan farkli gelisim siirecleridir. Heper, Tilly’ye referansla,
su goriisii savunmaktadir:

“Erken Bati1 Avrupa devletlerinde gozlemlenen devletlilik olgusunun
oranini, degisik tercihlerin yol ag¢tig1 ¢atismalari, toplumun uzlagma
(consensus) ile ¢dziimlemede ne kadar beceri gosterdigi belirler.”

Buna gore uzlasmaya ulasilamadigi oranda da ortaya 6zerk ve kapasite kullanma
imkanlar1 -ve tabii istegi- yiiksek bir devlet ¢ikmaktadir.! Birgok devlet-merkezci
siyaset analizinde oldugu gibi Heper de calismasinda Fransa ve Ingiltere devlet gele-
negi gelisimlerinin farkliliklar1 ve bu iilkelerin gilincel sistemlerine etkileri iizerinde
durmaktadir. Bu minvalde de oncelikle Badie ve Birnbaum’un karsilastirmali ana-

8  Heper, Tiirkiye’de Deviet Gelenegi, 205-213.
9  Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 23.

10 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 24.
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lizlerinden yola ¢ikmaktadir.!" Ingiltere’de, Orta Cag ile baslayarak, feodal yapilar,
kral ile bir tiir ortak ¢ikar zemininde iligki ytriitebilirken; Fransa 6rneginde ise kral
ve feodaller arasindaki iliskilerin, ¢atismact dinamiklerden pek de kurtulamamais ol-
masi iizerinde durulmaktadir. Heper’in, Ingiltere 6rnegini “merkezi feodalizm” ola-
rak nitelerken, Fransa 6rnegini “ademi merkezi feodalizm” olarak adlandirmasi da
bu iki farkli gelisim dinamiginden kaynaklanmaktadir. Fransa siyasasinin, “¢atigsma-
lardan” dolay1 pek ¢ok kez revizyonlari gerektiren yapisi, ilerleyen donemlerde de
“siyasi meselelerin” ¢oklukla “hukuki meselelere” doniismesine neden olmustur. Bu
da Fransa’y1, Ingiltere 6rnegine kiyasla “devletlilik diizeyi yiiksek” bir yap1 iiretmeye
sevk etmistir. Fransa 6rnegindeki siyasi ¢atigmalarin siklikla hukuki platformlara ta-
sinmas1 olgusu, “Tiirkiye siyasetini de” kolaylikla akla getirebilmektedir. Fakat He-
per’in calismasinda tespit ettigi ve isledigi asil onemli neden, Osmanli-Cumhuriyet
devlet geleneginin patrimonyal ve “iktidar1 paylagsma olasiliklarini” bastan bertaraf
-ya da kontrol- etmeyi varolugunun niivesine yerlestirmis yapisinin, Fransa 6rneginin
de iistiinde bir devletliligi ve askincilig1 icermesidir.

Bu baglamda Heper’de Osmanli-Cumhuriyet ¢izgisi, ¢ogunlukla 1liml1 denebilecek
askinc1 fazlarin lider ya da biirokrasi de ve baglantili entelijansiyada tecelli ettigi
uzun bir zamansal diizlemi igermektedir. 1970’lere gelindiginde ise bu devlet gele-
negi, takip edecek on yillar1 sekillendirecek olan bir krize girer. Heper, biirokratik
askinciligin, referans verdigi bazi arastirmacilardaki tanimlamayla “Kemalizmin”,
zemin kaybin1 1970’lerde tespit etmektedir. Belli fazlarinin -6zellikle 1973-1980 ara-
s1 donem- asir1 aragsalciliga dogru yaklastigini iddia ettigi bu donemde, CHP’nin
de ¢evreye yonelmesi'? ve biirokrasinin ve paralelindeki entelijansiyanin siyasalla-
sarak homojenlikten uzaklagmasi'?, biirokratik askinciligi ve onun Kemalizm yoru-
munu gilic kaybina ugratmistir. Devlette yasanan bu kriz, merkez siyasetlerin kendi
disindaki (¢evre) gruplar ile iliski i¢ine girerken, bu iliskileri yonetememesine de
neden olmustur. “Askinci devlet” yataginda olgunlasan “siyasal kiiltiiriin” bu tiirden
niteliklerinin gelismemis olmasi, bu baglamda iddia edilebilir. Heper’e gore, siya-
set ve toplum arasinda olgunlasmis araci kurumlarin eksikligi, bir kez daha kendini
goOstermistir. Siyasal kiiltiiriin varligina alistig1 “agirlik tasi”nin (devletin askinciligr)
sarsilmasi, siyasetin giicli mutlak olarak algilayarak uzlagma rasyonelini iyiden iyiye

11 Bertrand Badie ve Pierre Birnbaum, The Sociology of the State, ¢ev. Arthur Goldhammer (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1983), 15.

12 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 205.

13 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 177-178.
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yitirmesine neden olmustu.'* Bu, ayn1 zamanda biirokrasinin 1950-1970 arasinda al-
dig1 roliin de sonu anlamina gelmistir.

Heper, askeri biirokrasinin aldigi roliin 1970’lerde adim adim arttigini not etmektedir.
Bunu o6niiyle sonuyla 12 Mart (1971) siireci ya da CHP’nin ¢evreye yonelme siireci
ile baslatmak miimkiin goziikmektedir ki bu on yil, i¢teki gelismelerin yan1 sira “dis-
sal soklarin ve kritik donemeclerin” de yasandigi bir donem olmustur. Heper, ¢alis-
masinda uluslararasi sartlara deginmese de kullandig1 kuramsal literatiir, kuskusuz
bu dénemin sartlarini yansitmaktadir. Ozetlenecek olursa Heper, askeri biirokrasinin
siyasal alandaki “etkinliginin” artisini ii¢ nedene baglamaktadir'®: 1. Biirokratik seg-
kinlerin boliinmesi. 2. Sivil biirokrasinin siyasallagsmasi. 3. CHP’ nin ¢evreye yonel-
mesi. Neticede donem, bahsi gecen aragsalcilik fazi, 12 Eyliil asker? miidahalesi ile
sonug¢lanmistir.

Bu calismada askerin bu miidahalesi, devlette ve “devlet geleneginde” siirekliligin
saglanmas1 amacini da icerecek sekilde, ylikselen yeni sag paradigmaya uyum olarak
yorumlanirken; Heper, belki de donemin siyasal iklimin de etkisiyle, bu miidahaleyi
“Kemalist ‘gegici’ askinciligin yeniden insas1” olarak okumaktadir.'® Fakat her ha-
liikkarda Tirkiye’deki “devlet gelenegi izleginin belirleyici kalibin1” teskil eden as-
kincilik tahkim edilmekle kalmamis, Bati’ya yonelim de -sag Atlantik¢i yorumuyla-
“bir siireligine” sorgulanmaktan uzak hale getirilmistir. Ornegin, 12 Eyliil’e ve 1982
Anayasasi’na katki yapan Aydinlar Ocagi’nin Tiirk-Islam Sentezi gériisiine, 1970’ ler-
de iiretilen tiim literatiire aykir1 olacak sekilde, Bat1 da eklenmistir: Tiirk-islam-Ba-
t1 Sentezi. Miidahalenin lideri Kenan Evren’in “restorasyon” yerine “yeniden insa”
kavramini kullanmay1 uygun buldugu operasyon, devletin “planlanan” askinciliginin
1990’larin getirdigi dissal sok ve kritik donemecglerine kadar uzanan siiredeki
karakterini ancak belirleyebilmistir.

Ozellikle kiiresel gelismelerin ve i¢ dinamikler iizerindeki etkilerinin “tahmin edi-
lemezligi, 1990’larda Devlet i¢in izlek baglaminda yeni “istenmeyen sonucglari”
(unintended consequences) beraberinde getirmistir. Bir bakima, “solun dinamiz-
minin kirilmas1 disinda”, 12 Eylil’iin amaglarinin gergeklestigini sdylemek pek de
miimkiin goziikkmemektedir. Belki de Soguk Savas’in bitisi ve teknolojik sigrama, bu

14 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 205.
15 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 191-192.

16 Heper, Tiirkiye 'de Devlet Gelenegi, 214-247.
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denli biiyiik ¢apta ideolojik degisim sartlarini olusturmasaydi; 12 Eyliil o anlamda
da amacina ulasamamis olacakti. Sonugta 1990°lara gelindiginde, iki basat mesele
-Islam/laiklik ve Kiirt meseleleri- basta olmak iizere Cumhuriyet projesinin tartismali
pek cok konusu, “liberal” ve “liberallesen” diislincelerin Tiirkiye “hallerinin” jurna-
listik diizeylerdeki giinliik entelektiialitesine teslim edildi. Ozetleyici bir ifadeyle He-
per’in Atatilirkcii diislincenin ve gecici askinciligin yeniden tesisi olarak yorumladig:
askerl miidahale ve yonetim, daha on yil bitmeden, ¢ok farkli ve 6ngdriilememis i¢ ve
dis dinamiklerin i¢ine dogru yol almistir.

Sagdan Gelenler, Soldan Gelenler ve Devlette Degisim Talepleri

Bu gelismeler, sagin biirokrasiden ve bir kism1 akademiden sonra entelektiiel alanda
da gii¢ ve goriiniirliik kazanma imkan ve siireglerini baslatti. Anti-komiinizm, an-
ti-sosyalizmin lizerinden “kolektif” anlamda sol karsitligina harcanan “enerji”, biraz
da 1980’lerde gelisen “bireysel” entelektiiellikler {izerinden “devlet”e yonelmistir.
Bu da sagdaki entelektiiele pek de alisik olunmayan bir emansipasyon getirmistir. Bu,
Dergi yazilarindaki geriye doniik degerlendirmelerde agikca kendini gostermektedir.
Yine de takip eden boliimde goriilecegi lizere, sol entelektiielligin kapitalizm ile geli-
sen kiiltiirel alanlar1 da domine etmesinden pek de hosnut degillerdir. Sol, agik farkla
daha fazla ezilmis olsa da sag entelektiielin goziinde, kiiltiirel iktidarini genisleterek
stirdiirebilmistir.

Bu dénemlerde, aslinda 1970’lerden baslayarak, bir kisim sol da Islam’1 merkezine
alan siyaseti ve de orgiitlenmeleri, sivil toplum alani olarak gérmeye baslamis; sosyal
refah devleti mutabakatinin yerini yiikselen liberal degerlerin almasiyla bu goriise
yonelis artis gostermistir. 1970’lerde emegin tanimini degistirecek teknolojik sicra-
manin kendini gdstermeye baslamasi, Ikinci Diinya Savasi sonrasinda egemen olan
sosyal refah devleti mutabakatinin yerini liberal tezlere (mutabakata) birakmaya
baslamasi, 12 Eyliil siyasetinin var giicliyle depolitizasyon politikalar1 uygulamasi,
Dogu Blogu’nun ¢oziilme siirecine girmesi ve nihayetinde Soguk Savas’in bitisi ile
sol da kurucu diinya goriisii ve uygulamalarinin savunma hattinda (1) ve elestirel hat-
ta (2) olmak tlizere iki karsit kampa boliinmiistiir. “Sivil toplumcu” olarak da adland:-
rilan, cari devlet olgusu ve bununla iliskili merkez siyasete elestirel yaklasan sol ise
bahsedilen yeniden insac1 sdylemsel koalisyonun tahayyiil edildigi siyasal alanin ana
unsurlarindan bir tanesi olmustur.

Bu heterojen, gevsek ve koordinatif 6zellikleri aslinda zayif olan koalisyonun, Ozal’1n
cumhurbagkanligr donemine de denk gelen Soguk Savas sonras1 donemde konsolide
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olmaya basladig1 agikardir. Devlette degisim(ler) talep etmek ortak paydasinda bulu-
san aktorlerden olusan bu koalisyonun bir 6zelliginin de Ozal siyasetini ¢esitli seviye
ve mesreplerde olumlamak oldugu ifade edilmisti. Bu koalisyon; aslinda 1989 yilin-
da son bulan fiili 12 Eyliil yonetimi, Sovyet deneyiminin iflas1 ve Dogu Blogu’nun
c¢okmesi, liberal demokrasinin erken zaferini ilan etmesi, liberal mutabakatin sosyal
refah devleti mutabakatinin yerini almasi, medyanin hem patronajinin degismesi hem
de yeni zihniyet ve yasam tarzt modellerinin hem ingasina hem de pekismesini katki
saglamasi; Balkanlar, Orta Asya ve Orta Dogu’da olusan gii¢ bosluklarinin muhay-
yilelerdeki emperyal giidiileri agiga ¢ikarmasi var olan sorunlarin ¢6zliimii ve asiri
denebilecek iyimser beklentiler i¢in acil ve koklii degisim ve ¢6ziim (yeni pozisyon-
lar alma) gerektigi duygusunu ve fikirlerini destekledi. Donemin siyasal aktorlerinin
ozellikle medya tlizerinden seslendirdigi fikirler ve dolasima giren sdylemlere bakil-
diginda bu olgu goriilebilmektedir.

Bu noktada da yeni kurumsalc1 devlet kurami ve onun da i¢inde 6zellikle sdylemsel-
ci yeni kurumsalciliga bagvurulmaktadir. Soylemselci (ya da insaci) kurumsalciliga
kadar gelisen alt-alanlar (rasyonel tercihci, sosyolojik, tarihselci) genellikle igte ve
dista degisen tiim kosullara ragmen devletin kurumsal yapisinda ve alt kurumlari-
nin yapilarinda stirekliligi, baslangicta belirlenen izlege bagimlilig1 izlemislerdir.
1970’lerden 1990’larin basina kadar yeni kurumsalci devlet teorisi ve onciilii dev-
let-merkezci analizler, tarihin bir noktasinda olusan devlet yapilarinin baslangigta
belirlenen izlegin i¢inde seyrettiklerini, yikilsalar dahi yeni gelenlerin eskinin parga-
lar1 ve dokulari ile kuruldugu tezini savunageldiler.

Soylemselci alt-alanin ortaya ¢ikist ve gelisimi, 1980’lerin sonu itibariyla'’, bahsi ge-
cen devlet-merkezci siyaset analizinin, “degisim” olgusunu -6zellikle de ona ydnelik
talepleri- goz ardi edememesinden ve onu analizine dahil etmeye mecbur kalmasin-
dan kaynaklanmaktadir. Bu minvalde insact yaklasim yeni kurumsalci alana dogru
niifuz ederken, klasik alt-alanlarda da kuramsal esnemeleri beraberinde getirmistir.
Schmidt’e gore insac1 ya da sOylemselci etki; rasyonel tercihgilikteki menfaatin ye-
niden kavramsallastirilmasina, tarihsel izleklerin yeniden sekillendirilmesine ve kiil-

17 Campbell, bu degisim baskisini ve olgusal degisimleri 1970’lerden itibaren baslatmaktadir. Campbell’e
gore, kiiresellesme ve neo-liberalizme de ivme kazandiran, bir¢ok Bati iilke ekonomisini etkileyen
stagflasyon, devletlerde yeni diizenlemeleri beraberinde getirmistir. John Campbell, “Institutional
Reproduction and Change,” The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Institutional Analysis, der. Glenn Morgan,
John L. Campbell, Colin Crouch, Peer Hull Kristensen, Ove K. Pedersen ve Richard Whitley (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2010), 87-88.
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tirel normlarin yeniden ¢ergevelendirilmesine neden olmustur.'®

Insac1 yaklasimin epistemolojik ve ontolojik yaklasim farklilasmasina deginmeden
once, olusumuna katkida bulundugu sdylemselci (discursive) -diisiinsel (ideational)-
yeni kurumsalciligin yalin bakis ve yaklasiminin iizerinde durulacaktir. Ciinkii 6n-
celikle aktor (agent) ve fikrine mecburi yonelim ve basvurunun nedenlerinin ortaya
konmas1 gerekmektedir. Degisim ile sonuclanan ya da sonu¢lanmayan tim degisim
taleplerinin seslendiricileri ya da tasiyicilari/temsilcileri aktorler olmuglardir.

Devlet-merkezci analiz baglaminda 6nemli bir agilim1 gerektiren bu durumdan dolay1
siyaset analizinin sorulari, yeni bastan ve belki de en “yalin” halleriyle sorulmaya
baslanmistir:

“Soylemlesmenin ¢ikis noktasini olusturan fikir, kim (aktor, 6zne) ta-
rafindan, nerede, neden, nasil, ne zaman ve kim(ler)e ifade edilmis-
tir?”!

Fikrin entelektiiel, kurumsal ve toplumsal sektorler arasindaki hatlarda (yatay ve di-
key) soylemlesme siirecinin takibine ancak bu sorularla baslanabilmektedir. Fikrin
ve sonrasinda da sdylemin, olgusal degisim i¢in nedensellikler (causality) saglayip
saglamadiginin tespiti de ilk olarak bu sorularla anlasilmaya calisilmaktadir. Tabii
ki fikrin degisim yoniinde basar1 saglayabilmesi i¢cin dncelikle kanaatleri (belief) ve
menfaat algilarini (perception of interest) etkileyebilmesi ve doniistiirebilmesi gerek-
mektedir. Ikna ve riza mekanizmalarinin ¢alismasina bagli olan degisim siirecinde
bireysel ve kolektif kavrama (cognition) ve algilama (perception) faaliyetleri, de-
gisimci fikrin kaderini belirlemektedir. Kurumsal degisim talep eden fikir, etkili bir
soylemsellesmeye doniisebilmis midir? Bu sdylemsellesme menfaat/dogru algilarini
dontstiirebilmis midir? Var olan kurumsal yapida herhangi bir seviyede degisime
neden olmus mudur?

Bu caligmanin giris béliimiinde kisaca deginildigi iizere, sdylemselcilik kavramini ilk

18 Vivien A. Schmidt, “Reconciling Ideas and Institutions through Discursive Institutionalism,” Ideas and
Politics in Social Science Research, der. Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2010), 64.

19 Vivien A. Schmidt, “Taking Ideas and Discourse Seriously: Explaining Change through Discursive
Institutionalism as the Fourth ‘New Institutionalism”, European Political Science Review 2, sy. 1 (Mart
2010): 12.
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kullananlardan olan Schmidt,* devlet-merkezci analizin, degisim olgusunun deger-
lendirilmesini -kuramsal alandaki muhafazakarliklardan dolayi- jurnalistik camiaya
ve think-tank (diisiince kurulusu) faaliyet alanlarina birakmis olmasini en 6nemli
sorun olarak tespit etmekteydi?! ki Tiirkiye drnegine bakildiginda da degisim(ler)in,
sadece analizinin yapilmasi degil ayni zamanda teorize edilmesi ve hatta gerceklesti-
rilmesi de en az iki on yil boyunca bu alanlarin hakimiyetinde devam etmistir. Mehta
da siyaset iizerinde ¢esitlenen rollerin ne sekilde (nasil) etkinlik sagladigini isledigi
caligmasinin giris cimlesinde, fikrin etkinliginin, uzun bir siire boyunca, siradan bir
“gazete okuyucusu” tarafindan, bir siyaset bilimci ya da sosyologa kiyasla, daha ¢ok
anlasildigini iddia etmektedir.?? Tiirkiye 6rneginde ise degisim talepleri igeren ya da
bunlarin imasini1 tasiyan bir kisim fikrin ve sdylemin olgular iizerindeki degistirici-
doniistiiriicii etkilerinin analizi, uzun siire sinirlt bir gazetecilik faaliyet alanina hap-
sedilmistir.

Soylemselciligin bir sadelestirmesi de bizatihi “sdylem” kavrami lizerinde gercekles-
tirilmistir. Soylemselci-insaci bakislar i¢inde, post-modernist ve post-yapisalct an-
lamlarindan siyrilarak, en yalin haliyle ele alinan bu kavram; fikrin, aktor-aktor ve
aktor-toplum hatlarindaki karsilikli etkilesim (interaction) siire¢lerinde “aldig: hal(-
ler)” (doniisiimii) anlaminda kullanilmaktadir ve post-modernist yaklasimin aksine,
yukarida siralanan sorularla baglami (context) ile birlikte degerlendirilmesine gayret
edilmektedir. Finnemore ve Sikkink, bu tiirden insaciligin, ayirt edici 6zelliginin, am-
pirik arastirma stratejilerinden ziyade “teorik argiimanlarinda” oldugunu belirtirken,
bu “mecburi” yalinlastirmaya da deginmektedirler.?* Daha basit bir ifadeyle séylem-
selciligin “iddiali oldugu” yan, metodolojisinden ziyade bakis agis1 ve sorguladigi
alana yonelik meraki ve arzusu olmustur.

20 Soylemsel kurumsalcilik (discursive institutionalism) kavraminin ilk kullanimi i¢in bkz. John L.
Campbell ve Ove Kaj Pedersen, The Rise of Neoliberalism and Institutional Analysis (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2001), 15.

21 Vivien A. Schmidt, “Discursive Institutionalism: The Explanatory Power of Ideas and Discourse”,
Annual Review of Political Science 11 (Haziran 2008): 307-308.

22 Jal Mehta, “The Varied Roles of Ideas in Politics: From ‘Whether’ to ‘How”, Ideas and Politics in
Social Science Research, der. Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010),
23.

23 Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink, “Taking Stock: The Constructivist Research Program in
International Relations and Comparative Politics,” Annual Review of Political Science 4, sy 1 (Haziran
2001): 391.
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Yine Finnemore ve Sikkink’e gore kantitatif bir analiz, normatif degisimin model
ve zamanlamasi1 hakkinda bazi korelatif deliller sunabilir fakat degisimin “nasil” ve
“neden” gergeklestiginin anlasilmasi i¢in uygun degildir.?* Beland ve Cox da nicel
(kantitatif) analize alanda pek rastlanmamasinin nedenini, fikirlerin ilk halleriyle
tekrarlayan oluslar olmamasina baglamaktadir.?> Schmidt ve Radaelli ise -Finnemo-
re ve Sikkink gibi-, 6zneleraras1 (intersubjective) anlamlarin yakalanabilmesi i¢in
“icerik analizi, aktor gozlemlemesi, miilakat, slire¢ ve silsile takibi” gibi metotlarin
kullanisliliginin altin1 ¢izmektedirler.?® Devlette kurumsal degisim ve buna iligkin ta-
lepleri degerlendiren insac1 yaklasim; tespit edilen “jurnalistik alana” kaybi1, yine bir
tiir jurnalistik yaklasim ile bilimsel alana geri kazanma yoluna gitmistir.

“Eski kurumsalcilik” olarak adlandirilan Onciiliinden itibaren “yapisalct” bakisini
muhafaza eden “yeni kurumsalcilik”, bu minvalde, degisim olgusunu alanina ekleye-
bilmek i¢in “aktor”ii de siyaset analizine ¢agirmak zorunda kalmistir. Aslinda aktdriin
analize dahli de kuramsal tartigsmalarin hararetli konularindan biri olmustur. Bir¢ok
-insaciliga meyleden- tarihselci ise varolussal perspektif ile bakildiginda, “yap1” ve
“izlegin” (fikri ve olgusal) oldugu sartlarda aktor ve fikrinin dislanmasinin imkan-
sizligini1 iddia edegelmislerdir. Bu goriise gore kurumlarin varolusunu (kurulusunu)
saglayan da aktor ve fikrinin “zenginleserek” uygun sartlarda etkinlik kazanmasi-
dir. Schmidt, bu tiir aktorleri bir tiir “etkili” -sezgisi gii¢lii- eleman (sentient agent)
olarak tarif etmektedir.?’” Guniin sonunda da kurumsalci literatiirde, “aktor”, farkli
adlandirmalar ile yer bulabilmistir: “agent” (fikri temsilci, etkili olan kimse, vs.),
“girisimci” (entrepreneur), “aract” (mediator), “kanaat onderi”, “kamuoyu yaratan”
(spin doctor), “kamusal entelektiiel” (public intellectual), vs. Bu ¢alismada ise anlam
karmasalarina yol a¢ilmamasi i¢in bunlarin hepsinin “aktor” kavrami ile ifade edil-
mesi tercih edilmistir.

Belirli degisim istekleri ve tezleri ise bu aktorleri bir araya getirmektedir (yakin-

24 Finnemore and Sikkink, “Taking Stock”, 395.

25 Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox, “Introduction: Ideas and Politics”, Ideas and Politics in Social
Science Research, der. Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), 17.

26 Vivien A. Schmidt ve Claudio M. Radaelli, “Policy Change and Discourse in Europe: Conceptual and
Methodological Issues”, West European Politics 27, sy. 2 (Agustos 2006): 203.Finnemore and Sikkink,
“Taking Stock”, 394.

27 Vivien A. Schmidt, “From Historical Institutionalism to Discursive Institutionalism: Explaining Change
in Comparative Political Economy”, American Political Science Association (APSA), Toplant: Tebligi
(Agustos 2008): 2-3.
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lagtirmaktadir) ki erken sayilabilecek donemde Douglas North, degisime yonelik bu
diistinsel durumu “paylasilan zihinsel haller” (shared mental modes) olarak nitele-
mistir.”® Makalede incelenen Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi, bu tespit baglaminda deger-
lendirilebilir 6zellikler gostermektedir. North’un bu katkisi, aktérlerin menfaat ve
hedeflerinin yani sira “duygusal” olarak da yakinlasabilecekleri ve birbirlerine tutu-
nabilecekleri (bonding) diisiincesini beraberinde getirmektedir. Blyth da fikirlerin,
menfaatin (interest) yani sira, “diisiince, duygu ve arzuyu” igeren bir kiimelenme
(cluster) oldugu tespitini paylasmaktadir® ki bu kiimelenme, ilerleyen sayfalarda
bahsedilecek algi (interest) faaliyetini belirlemektedir. “Karsidaki kurumsal direncin
gilicili ve ¢ap1” da bu zihinsel ve duygusal paylasim alaninin pekismesini ve hatta ge-
nislemesini saglayabilmektedir. Tiirkiye 6rneginde de bu durum ¢esitli planlarda ve
genel resimde siklikla ve netlikle gozlemlenebilmektedir.

Schmidt ve Radaelli, “eski fikirlerin” de her zaman yeni olanlara baskin gelip onlar1
“kovarak” degisime imkan vermeme potansiyelini not etmektedirler.*® Bu olasilik ak-
torlerin “yasamsal” olarak dayanigmalarini ve birbirlerine yakinlik duymalarini giig-
lendirmektedir. Tiirkiye’deki hakim devlet olgusunun, degisim talebinde bulunan ak-
torlere ve fikirlerine baskin gelme olasiliginin giicli -agkinci karakterin de bir 6zelligi
olarak-, siyaset yelpazesinin sagindan ve solundan aktorlerin sadece birbirlerine dog-
ru hareketlenmelerine neden olmamis, ayni zamanda “duygusal” anlamda bir yakin-
lagmaya da neden olmustur. Yeniden insaci sdylemsel koalisyonun fikri koordinatif
yaninin gii¢clii oldugu iddia edilemese de iddias1 anlaminda duygusal “bonding”inin
(dayanismasinin, cephelesmesinin) gii¢lii oldugu sdylenebilir.

Aktorlerin bu yakinlagmasi ve birlik olusturmalari, kurumsal literatiir i¢inde cesit-
li plan ve seviyelerde goriiliip adlandirilmaktadir. Uluslararasi alanda ve ¢apta bir
fikrin temsilcisi olan aktorlerin olusturduklari camia, epistemik topluluk (epistemic
community) olarak adlandirilirken; devlet kurumlarinda en dar anlamiyla spesifik bir
siyaset (policy) degisiminin destekg¢ileri, savunucu koalisyon (advocacy coalition)

28 Douglas C. North, Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1990).

29 Mark Blyth, Great Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional Change in the Twentieth Century
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002), 30.

30 Schmidt ve Radaelli, “Policy Change and Discourse in Europe: Conceptual and Methodological Issues”,
204.
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olarak nitelenmektedir.’’ Kurumsal degisim talebi, mindr siyaseti asip kapsamli bir
program ve felsefeye (diinya goriisii) yoneldik¢e aktor yakinlasmasinin tanimi igin
“soylemsel koalisyon” (discursive coalition) kavrami1 daha gegerli hale gelmektedir.
Bu degisimci hamle daha uzun erimli ve karmasik sdylemsel olusum ve miicadele-
yi gerektirmektedir. Mehta da “kamu felsefesi” (public philosophy) ve “zeitgeist”
(zamanin ruhu) kavramlariyla gérmeye calistigi bu ¢aptaki degisim taleplerinin ve
haklarindaki tartismalarin, c¢alisilmasi en zor konular oldugunu not diismektedir ve
bu zorlugu meselelerin zamanin “dominant olgular1” ile karsilikl1 iliskilerine bagla-
maktadir.’® Her haliikdrda aktor ve gruplasmalari, devlette degisim analizinin temel
analiz birimini (unit of analysis) olusturmaktadir ¢iinkii her ne kadar fikir, sdylemles-
me slirecinde doniisiip anonimlesebilse de sonunda aktér ve onun i¢inde bulundugu
grup (koalisyon) ile iligkilendirilmektedir.*®> Soylemselci bakisa gore fikrin sdylem-
sellesmesi, “koordinatif” (coordinative) ve “iletisimsel” (communicative) hatlarda
gergeklesmektedir. ilki, aktdrlerin kendi aralarinda karsilikli etkilesime girdigi diiz-
lem iken, ikincisinde kamu ve diger oyuncular ikna edilmeye ve bu alanlardan re-
aksiyon alinilmasina -fikrin popiilerlesmesi, kabul gérmesi- calisilmaktadir. Kars1
olunan fikre kars1 sOylemsel {stiinliigiin saglanmasi ve bunun ilizerinden siyasetin
etki altina alinmasi, daha yogunluklu olarak bu ikinci alanda ger¢eklesen bir miica-
deledir. Soylemselciler, “devlet-merkezli” yapilarda aktoriin kamu ile iletisim faali-
yetinin goreceli yogun oldugu ve daha “federalize” (decentralize) yapilarda ise ko-
ordinatif alanda yogunlasildig: tespitinde biiyiik 6l¢lide birlesmektedirler. Bu tespit,
tamamen hatlarin ¢esitliligi ile alakalidir. Yine kurumsal degisim talepleri, devlet
ve kurumlarinin “diinya goriisiine” (kurucu felsefe, ideoloji, vs.) dogru yoneldikce,
aktoriin toplumla arasindaki fikri soylemlestirme faaliyeti yogunluk kazanabilmek-
te ve karmasiklasabilmektedir. Buna ek olarak Schmidt, fikrin iletisimsel hatlardaki
sdylemlesme siirecinde aktdriin kontroliinden ¢ikarak baskalastigini da ifade etmek-
tedir.** Bundan dolay1 da tarihselcilikten alinan “istenmeyen sonuglar” (unintended
consequences) sapmalari®® da fikir-soylem-uygulama hatlar1 izerinde siklikla ortaya
cikabilmektedir. Fikrin, degisim iizerindeki etkileri -dolayisiyla, kanaatler, kurumlar

31 Schmidt, “Reconciling Ideas and Institutions through Discursive Institutionalism”, 56.

32 Mehta, “The Varied Roles of Ideas in Politics: From “Whether” to “How””, 25-27 ve 40-42.
33 Finnemore and Sikkink, “Taking Stock”, 406.

34 Schmidt, “Reconciling Ideas and Institutions through Discursive Institutionalism”, 57.

35 Peter A. Hall ve Rosemary C. R. Taylor, “Political Science and the Three New Institutionalisms”,
Political Studies 44, sy. 5 (1996): 938. Kathleen Thelen, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative
Politics”, Annual Review of Political Science 2 (1999): 383-384.
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ve menfaat algilari- bazen ancak karineler lizerinden takip edilebilmektedir.

Hatirlanacagi tlizere, sOylemselciligin, “menfaat” degerlendirmesini, “rasyonelciligin
menfaat tanimlamasina nispetle” -anti-tez niteliginde- gelistirdigi tizerinde durulmus-
tu. Insac1 bakisin bu noktada temel reddi ise “menfaatin” nesnel degil 6znel (subjek-
tif) degerlendirmeler ve tanimlamalar sonucunda belirlendigi idi. Schmidt bu anlam-
da 6znel fikri ve kanaati, “normatif” ve “kognitive” olarak ikiye ayirirken; “kurumun
ve degisimin” epistemolojisi ve ontolojisi lizerinde yogunlasan isimler ile Schmidt’in
kendisi de bu iki tiiriin birbirini destekler/gli¢clendirir sekilde aktor tarafindan belir-
sizlik ortamlarinda birlikte kullanildigini tespit etmektedir.’® Bu baglamda “fikir”,
esas olarak 6znenin tam bir enformasyon ve bilgiye sahip olmadig1 bir ortamda ve
ancak havsalasinin kavrayabildigi kadariyla somut kosullara (material conditions)
verdigi 6znel yanitlardir. Ustelik bu menfaat algilari, kanaatler ve davranis se¢imleri;
cesitli ¢ergevelerin -anlatilar, mitler, kolektif anilar, hikayeler, senaryolar, vs.- i¢in-
den gecerek olusmaktadir.’” Dolayisiyla insaci1 bakisa gore, “rasyonel tercihg¢iligin”
veri kabul ettigi “objektif menfaatin™ aktorlerce tespiti asla miimkiin degildir.

Hay, sosyal bilimlerdeki bu tiir (rasyonel tercihg¢ilikteki gibi) yaklasim ve 1srarlari,
sosyal bilimcilerin doga bilimlerinin (natural sciences, naturalist approach) etkisi
altinda kalmalar1 olarak yorumlarken; Blyth, doganin dahi aslen belirsizlik (uncer-
tainty) ortamlarinda varligini siirdiirdiigiinii ileri siirmektedir.’® Buna ek olarak, Bl-
yth, ana akim sosyal bilim anlayisinin, “on sekizinci yiizyil nedenselligi” ve “on
dokuzuncu yiizyi1l mekanigine” takilarak rastlantisal oluslarin (contingent ve emer-
gent) “dogasini anlamaktan uzak kaldigini” iddia etmektedir. Buradan hareketle BI-
yth’in insaci elestirelliginin sadece rasyonel tercihgilige degil ayni1 zamanda diger
klasik yeni kurumsalciliklara yonelik oldugunu degerlendirmek miimkiindiir. Tarih-
selci yaklasim; degisimi dissal soklara (exogenous shocks) baglarken, tasavvur ettigi
degisimi de biyoloji alanindan esinlenilen “sigramali-kesintili denge” (punctuated
equilibrium) kavrami ile agiklamaktaydi. I¢sel sartlar1 da tarihselci denkleme almak
isteyen Thelen ise digsal sartlar ile i¢sel sartlarin kesiserek birlikte iirettigi degisimi,

36 Schmidt, “From Historical Institutionalism to Discursive Institutionalism: Explaining Change”, 10-11.;
Mehta, “The Varied Roles of Ideas in Politics: From “Whether” to “How””, 33.

37 Schmidt, “Taking ideas and Discourse Seriously: Explaining Change”, 2-3.

38 Colin Hay, “Constructivist Institutionalism: Or, Why Interests into Ideas Don’t Go,” bildiri, Annual
Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, PA, 31 Agustos—3 Eyliil 2006, 11.

Mark Blyth, “Ideas, Uncertainty, and Evolution,” Ideas and Politics in Social Science Research, der.
Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), 89.
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fizik alanindan 6diing alinan “carpigsma” (collision, intersection) kavramiyla acgikla-
ma yoluna gitmisti.*’

Buna gore insac1 varyant lizerinde ¢alisan arastirmacilar, tarihsel yapilarin rastlan-
tisal ¢iktilar olduklar1 noktasindan da hareketle menfaat algilarinin, kanaatlerin ve
eylemin, “belirsizlik” (uncertainty) ortamlarinda yol aldiklarini islemektedirler.*’ Bl-
yth, bu baglama, 6zneyi (agent), “belirsizligi ‘evcillestirmeye’ ¢alisan varlik olarak
oturtmaktadir; fikrin 6nemi de burada ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.*! Hay ve Wincott’a gore de
“aktorler stratejik olarak, karmasik, rastlantisal ve siklikla degisen hedefleri gercek-
lestirmeye ¢calisirlar. ”* Belirsizligi evcillestirmeye ve “dogal olarak” siirdiiriilmesi
“imkansiz” olan istikrara ulasmaya calisan fikirler (idea) arasinda ise ideolojik mii-
cadeleler (ideological contestation) olusmaya baslar* ki “siyasal alan” da bu sekilde
acilmakta ve zenginlesmektedir.

Insac1 bakis ise resmettigi bu kaotik ortamda olas1 degisimlerin izlege bagimli (path-
dependent) baglamlarda degil bilakis izlegi sekillendirici (path-shaping) niteliklerde
gerceklesecegini ongérmektedir. Bu 6nerme, insaci yaklasiminin ortodoks tarihsel-
cilik ile en temel ayrisma noktasi olarak kendini gostermektedir. Degisim olgusuna
tarihselcilik i¢cinde kuramsal bir agiklama getirmeye calisan Thelen; dis soklar ile es-
zamanli olarak harekete gegen i¢ sartlarin, “kokten ve siddetli degisimlere” neden ol-
maktan ziyade devlet-kurum mekanizmalarin1 “yeni amaglarin” hizmetine dogru ko-

39 Thelen’in, Amerikanist ¢alismalari ile taninan Orren & Skowronek’e referanslarla formiillestirdigi
carpismaci (collision) ve kesisimci-etkilesimci (intersection, interaction) tarihselci yaklasimi, bu ¢alismanin
bakis agis1 i¢in de anlam ifade etmektedir. Kathleen Thelen, “Historical Institutionalism in Comparative
Politics”, Annual Review of Political Science 2, sy. 1 (Haziran 1999).

Karen Orren ve Stephen Skowronek, “Beyond the Iconography of Order: Notes for a New
Institutionalism”, The Dynamics of American Politics: Approaches and Interpretations, der. Lawrence C.
Dodd ve Calvin Jillson (Boulder: Westview Press, 1994), 311-330.

40 Hay, “Constructivist Institutionalism: Or, Why Interests into Ideas Don’t Go”, 7. Blyth, “Great
Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional Change in the Twentieth Century”, 31-37.

41 Blyth, “Ideas, Uncertainty, and Evolution”, 96.

42 Colin Hay ve Daniel Wincott, “Structure, Agency and Historical Institutionalism”, Political Studies 46,
sy. 5 (Aralik 1998): 954.

43 Colin Hay, “Ideas and the Construction of Interests”, Ideas and Politics in Social Science Research, der.
Daniel Beland ve Robert Henry Cox (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), 70.
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sumladigini belirtmekteydi.* Daha bagska bir ifadeyle, bu bakistaki kritik donemegler
ve soklar, var olan yapilar1 -ve izlegi- ortadan kaldirmak yerine ig¢sel sartlar1 da te-
tikleyip, yeni aktorler lireterek ya da onlar1 gii¢clendirerek eski yapinin yeni yonelim-
lerde devamini saglamaktadirlar. Schmidt de tarihselci yaklagimdaki izlege bagimli
degisimi, farkindalik disinda gelisen (unconscious) bir olgu olarak okumaktadir.*
Boylece sistemin i¢indeki bireyler de bu birikimin (bricolage) ve degisen gidisatin,
yonelimin (drift) farkina ¢ogunlukla sonradan varmaktadirlar. Insaci laboratuvarin
soyutlamasinda ise degisim olgusu, daha radikal sinirlar1 zorlayabilmektedir/asabil-
mektedir ve bu degisimler, sistemin unsurlarinin hem goézlerinin 6niinde hem de bir
kisminin i¢cinde oldugu sekilde gelismektedir.

Campbell, daha “tarihselci”’lige yatkin bir bakistan hareketle, felsefi fikirlere -resmi
diinya goriisii olarak da okunabilir- kriz zamanlar1 (iilke ¢apinda travma) disinda pek
az itiraz edildigi tespitini yapmaktadir.*® Yeni -elestirel- fikirlerin, ¢ogu zaman siya-
setin arka planinda calistigini1 da ifade ederken; yeni ile eski fikir arasindaki gegisi
“tedrici” (gradual) olarak tanimlamaktadir. Bu gec¢is doneminde yeni fikrin savunu-
culari; “gdstergeleri, sembolleri ve gelismeleri” yeni fikre gore okuyup, “manipiile
ederek” yeni fikre siyasal alan kazandirma faaliyeti yiriitmektedirler.*’” Belirsizlik
ve istikrarsizlik formunu normal durum olarak kabul eden insact soyutlama ise eski
fikrin basarisizligi ile yeni fikrin pekistigi donem arasini yine bir belirsizlik zamani
-“fetret donemi”- olarak tanimlamaktadir. Bu kuramsal ayrintidaki insac1 ayrigma,
“yeni gelecek olanin” tasavvur edilebilirliginin zayif ya da imkan dis1 oldugunu sa-
vunmaktadir; ne var olan yapinin “s6zde degismez kodlar1” ne de o ana kadar “sessiz/
etkisiz muhalefette olan fikir”, gézlemcinin yeni gelecek olani tahmin edebilmesine
izin vermektedir.

Degisimin dinamikleri {izerine gelisen kuramsal tartismalarin derinliklerinden sdy-
lemselciligin ¢ikis noktasit ve temel argiimanina geri doniilecek olursa, 1980’lerin
sonlar1 itibariyla aktor, onun kurumsal degisim talepleri ve kurumsal alandaki es-
ki-yeni miicadeleleri hem siyasal alan1 domine etmistir hem de siyaset analizlerinde

44 Thelen Kathleen, “Timing and Temporality in the Analysis of Institutional Evolution and
Change”, Studies in American Political Development 14, sy. 1 (Ekim 2000): 104.

45 Schmidt, “Reconciling Ideas and Institutions through Discursive Institutionalism”™, 61.

46 John L. Campbell, Institutional Change and Globalization (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2004),
93-94.

47 Campbell, “Institutional Reproduction and Change”, 102-104.
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g6z ard1 edilemez hale gelmistir. Bu ¢alismanin bakis acisina gore, bu “dalgalanma-
larin” temel nedeni ise diinya siyaset sistemindeki biiyiik degisimlerin de derinindeki
iretim ve iletisim alanlarinda yasanan devrimsel nitelikteki sigramalardir. 1990°lar-
dan itibaren aktorler de bu siirecin icinden “ancak algilayabildikleri/¢6ziimleyebil-
dikleri olciide” fikirler iiretip bunlarin sdylemlesme siire¢lerini baslatabilmislerdir.

Takibi en zor degisim sorunsalinin felsefi (kamu felsefesi ve zamanin ruhu/zeitgeist)
boyutlarda olanlar oldugunu sdyleyen Mehta, yeni fikrin de olusumun “sorun tanim-
lamas1” (problem definition) ile bagladigini ve bu tanimlamalarin da potansiyel yeni
seceneklerin “kapsam” ve “kalibresini” belirledigini savunmaktadir.*® Bundan sonra-
ki asama ise Schmidt’in aktore tanimladigi 6nalan sdylemsel yetenekler (foreground
discursive abilities) 6l¢iisiinde ger¢eklesebilmektedir:*

“Bu 6nalan sdylemsel yetenekler, kamu meselelerinde (public action)
degisimin aciklanabilmesinin yolunu a¢gmaktadirlar. Ciinkii bu, insan-
larin i¢inde bulunduklari kurumun disinda diisiinebilme yeteneklerini
ifade etmektedir; ki bu insanlar bu kurumlarin dahilinde hareket et-
meye, onu elestirmeye, onun hakkinda iletisime ge¢gmeye ve onu irde-
lemeye, kendilerinin ve baskalarinin bu kurumlar hakkinda fikirlerini
degistirmeye ve bireysel ya da kolektif olarak bu kurumlar1 degistir-
meye devam etmektedirler.”

Sonug olarak sdylemselci yaklasim, yeni kurumsalci devlet kuraminin halen ucu ge-
lismeye ag¢ik en son alt-alanidir. Devlette ve kurumlarinda stireklilik hatlarini takip
eden ilk {i¢c konvansiyel alanin aksine degisimi analiz odagina almis olmas1 ve degi-
sim fenomenini -olumlu-olumsuz- besleyen sartlarin geliserek devam ediyor olmasi,
soylemselciligin uzun siire daha kendisi de degiserek devam edecegini gostermek-
tedir. Aktoriin (6zne) tahayyilleri zorlayarak gelisen iletisim ¢aginda dahi bilgi ve
dogru enformasyona tam ulasabilmesinin imkéansizlig1 ve elindeki bilgilerin hangi
sonuglar1 verecegini d6ngéremezligi, sdylemselciligin kuramsal diinyasini bilinemezci
sofistikasyonlara siiriiklese de siyaset analizinin aktorii -ve kiimelenmeleri- ve fik-
rini diglamas1 miimkiin goziikmemektedir. Bu metinde, odaklanilan donem ve anlati
geregi olarak degisimeci fikir ve de dogal olarak Mehta’nin belirttigi lizere sorun ta-
nimlamalari tizerinde durulmakta, bunun i¢cinde Dergi i¢indeki yazarlarin “paylasilan
zihinsel hallerine” (Douglas North) de odaklanilmaktadir.

48 Mehta, “The Varied Roles of Ideas in Politics: From “Whether to “How””, 33-35.

49 Schmidt, “From Historical Institutionalism to Discursive Institutionalism: Explaining Change”, 15.
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Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi (1989-1995)

1989 yilinda yayimlanmaya baslayan Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi; oturdugu zamansal
diizlemde, Tiirkiye’de doniisen toplum ve siyaseti ve bu donilisiimlerin destegindeki
“devlette degisim taleplerini” okuma ve analiz etme imkanlar1 sunan olusumlarin 6ne
¢ikanlarindandir. Dergi cogunlukla sag siyasetin ¢esitli kompartimanlarindan/tonla-
rindan entelektiiellerin, “temel liberal/6zgiirliik¢ii degerlerde” bulustugu -ya da arag-
sallastirdigi- ve en dnemlisi de Tiirkiye’de “merkezin, merkez siyasetin ve devletin”
yeniden insa edilmesi gerekliliginin tartisildigi bir platform olmustur. Bir 6zelligi
ise Ozal siyasetine yakinligidir ki ona benzer sekilde eklektik ve dogal olarak celis-
kili 6zellikler de gostermektedir. Bu platform, ¢evreden yetisen yeni entelektiielin
tiim unsurlar ile “geleneksel merkeze meydan okuma” faaliyetinin gelistigi entelek-
tiiel bir alan olmustur. “Cevreden yetisen entelektiiel” tarifi, Tiirkiye Giinliigii’niin
cekirdek kadrosundaki yazarlarin 6z tanimlamalarindan alintilanarak kullanilmak-
tadir. Dergi’de farkli siyasal goriislerden (liberal, sol, Atatiirk¢li, vs.) yazarlara da
yer verilmistir. Fakat bu c¢alismada Oncellikle siirekli yazarlarin makaleleri {izerinde
durularak, Dergi’nin 6zellikle diisiinsel bileskesindeki durus ve tavir anlagilmaya ve
degerlendirilmeye ¢aligilmaktadir.

12 Eyliil; geleneksel siyasetleri “kesintiye” ugratirken, 1980 6ncesinin asirt kutup-
lagsma ortaminda sag siyasal ve entelektiiel alanlardan gelen cevre kdkenli gengle-
ri hem sarsmis hem de bu alanlara farkli bakislar da kazanarak -siyasette, medya-
da, biirokraside, akademide, yayincilikta- “tutunmalarina” da neden olmustur. Takip
eden donemlerde, “aktor”lesen bu kisilerin bir kismi, entelektiiel alan ile siyasal alan
arasinda sdylemselci yeni kurumsalci bakis tarafindan “aracit” (mediator) ya da “gi-
risimei” (entrepreneur) olarak tarif edilen rollere soyunmuslardir. Yeni sag paradig-
manin yansimalari, 12 Eyliil ile ugradiklar1 zarar1 tazmin edercesine, onlara yeni
yollar ve alanlar da agmistir. 1980’lerin sonuna gelindiginde ise dnceki on yillarda
siyasal zihinlerini (6zellikle anti-komiinizm) sekillendiren Soguk Savas’in sona erisi,
cevreden yetisen entelektiiele tiim siyasal diizeni yeniden yorumlayabilecekleri ve
sekillendirebilecekleri his ve kanaatini sunmustur.

Cevre destegindeki sag siyasetlerin, devlete ickin geleneksel merkez siyasetlerin ba-
gajindan neredeyse artik “tamamen” Ozgiirlesmelerinin belirtilerinin goriiniir hale
gelmesi (1), biirokratik alanlar1 takiben entelektiiel alanlarda da bu kesimlerin ente-
lektiiellerinin etkinlik saglamaya ve kabul gérmeye baslamasi (2), geleneksel merkez
(sol) ile mesafesi iyice acilan ve liberallesen solun, bu kesimleri sivil toplum alani
olarak okumalarinin giiclenmesi (3), liberal dalga ve kiiresellesme ile birlikte yo-
gunlasan post-modern yansimalarin bu tiir okumalar1 desteklemesi (4), “miiesses ni-
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zam karsit1” karakterli Ozal siyasetinin bu “liberal” bulusmalar1 tesvik edici tavirlar
gostermesi (5), uluslararasi alandaki gelismelerin -Balkanlar, Orta Dogu, Tiirki cog-
rafya-, ¢cevre kokenli entelektiielin jeopolitik muhayyilesini “6zgiirlestirmesi” (6),
manevi alanlar1 baskiladigi savunulan pozitivizmin karsisina bu konuda notr oldugu
diisiiniilen “teknoloji” sOylemi ile ¢ikma imkanlarinin dogdugu algis1 (7) seklindeki
yaklagimlar aktorlerde merkezin ve devletin yeniden insa edilebilecegi ve edilmesi
gerektigi kanaatlerini gii¢glendirdi. Bu olgu, Thelen’1n -tarihselci yeni kurumsalcilik-
degisim icin gerekli olarak tarif ettigi i¢ ve dis sartlarin kesismesi (intersection) ve
carpismasi (collision) soyutlamasina da soylemselciligin (insaciligin), aktérde yeni
subjektif menfaat algilarinin ve kanaatlerin olustugu doniisiimcii belirsizlik ortamlari
(uncertainty) tasvirine de uymaktadir.

Dergi’de zaman zaman yer alan liberal yazarlarin da kendilerine yeni sag paradigma-
nin ¢iktilarinda (1), i¢ siyasette yasanmisliklar neticesinde (2) ve “genel anlamda el
yordamiyla (3) liberal ve 6zgiirliik¢li degerlere dogru hareketlenen sag diisiince”ye ve
siyasete, “liberal ve hatta muhafazakar diisiince derinligi” kazandirma-katki yapma-
misyonu bigtikleri gézlemlenebilmektedir.’® Bu, bir bakima devlet gelenegine igkin
merkez sag siyasetin “arka siralarinda” kalmis liberal diisiincenin, devlete elestirel
karakterdeki muhafazakar unsurlar1 yeni bir merkez kompozisyonunda -kurgusunda-
sekillendirme faaliyeti (arzusu) olarak da yorumlanabilir. Aslinda yeni muhafazakar-
lik, diinyada soylem olarak bireyin 6zgiirliigline yer vermeye baslarken, Tiirkiye’de
cevreden yetisen muhafazakar entelektiiel de bu gelismeyi kendi siyasal bakisina ter-
ciime etmeye, kismen de olsa, baslamistir.

50 1992 yili itibariyle Liberal Diisiince Toplulugu’nu (LDT) kuracak olan Mustafa Erdogan, Atilla Yayla
ve Kazim Berzeg; Dergi’de liberal diisiinceyi islerken, onun muhafazakar diisiince ve siyaset ile eski ve yeni
iligkileri lizerinde durmuslardir. Bir bakima, devlete ickin geleneksel merkez siyasetin yerine, ¢evre tabanli
muhafazakar siyasetleri, liberal degerler lizerinden merkeze davet etmislerdir. Bu goriislere gore, liberal
diisiince, ‘Ustiin’ paradigma olmadig1 donemde, hep muhafazakar siyasetlerin (partilerin) i¢cinde kendine yer
bulabilmistir. ‘Liberalize’ olan yeni muhafazakarlik ise, d6zellikle bireysel 6zgiirliige verdigi 6nemle, liberal
diinya goriisiine daha da yaklasmistir.

Mustafa Erdogan: “Yeni Muhafazakarligin “liberal” bir muhafazakarlik karakteri gdstermesinin
bir anlami, bireysel 6zgiirliige bir deger olarak yer vermesinde ortaya ¢ikmaktadir”; Mustafa Erdogan,
“Liberalizm, Muhafazakarlik ve Tiirk Sag1”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Giiz 1991), 53-54.

Kazim Berzeg: “Avrupa’nin biiyiilk Muhafazakar ve onlar1 takiben Hristiyan Demokrat partileri,
“minimal devlet” diisiincesini benimsemeseler de, liberalizmin ilkeleri i¢in 6nemli nispette “siginak” hizmeti
yaptilar.”; Kazim Berzeg, “Liberalizm, Din, Misliimanlik”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos
1994), 136.
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Ahmet Turan Alkan:

“Geliniz ‘fert’ olalim: ... ‘Biz’ zamirinin esirgeyici riisvetlerini red-
dedip, ‘ben’ diyebilmenin o tarifsiz onurunu yasayalim. ... Once ‘ben’
olalim: Sonra belki ‘biz’ oluruz!”!

Genel planda bakildiginda daha ¢ok gorgiil ve yasanmis tecriibelerle ulasilan bu bi-
reyci bakis ise ilerleyen zamanda pek de derinlestirilememis goziikmektedir ve biiyilik
Olgiide siyasetlerin de etkisiyle toplumu kiiltiirel ve sosyolojik bloklara ayirarak gor-
me ve bunun lizerinden yorumlama aliskanliklar1 geliserek devam etmistir.

Donemin sartlarinda, geleneksel sol siyasetler ve lizerine oturdugu hatlar (fikri, si-
yasi) ise, liberal diizleme soldan gelenlerce dahi (aslinda en ¢ok onlar tarafindan),
“pozitivist-aydinlanmaci-jakobenist” olarak nitelenen siyasal gelenege i¢kin oldugu
gerekcesiyle olumsuzlanarak, cevreden yilikselen muhafazakarligin merkeze yoneli-
minin onli a¢ilmis, desteklenmistir. Buna ragmen adi konmamis liberal diizlemde
“bulusulan sol” dahi, “yeni sag entelektiiel” tarafindan stipheyle karsilanmis ve aslin-
da kerhen bir iliski siirdiirtilmiistiir. Bunun en 6nemli nedeni de Tiirkiye’de solun bir
biitiin olarak, Batic1 (bilirokratik) modernlesmenin bir varyant1 olarak goriilmesinden
kaynaklanmaktadir. Tiirkiye’de solun -Alevi ve Kiirt unsurlar disinda- bir toplumsal
tabana oturamadig fikri ¢ok yaygindir.

Aydin Menderes:

“...Turkiye’de sol, hakim sinif durumunda olan biirokrasinin ideolojisi
olarak ortaya c¢ikti. ... bu gelisim ve degisim icerisinde kapitalist ilig-
kiler blirokrasiyi de i¢ine alip onu kusatmaya baslayinca, kendi sinifsal
temelinden de mahrum kaldi. 12 Eyliil de bir bakima bunu belgelemis
oldu.”??

Bu anlamda, liberal-6zgiirliikk¢ii alana dogru hareketlenen solun, “Kemalizm” ve
“resmi ideoloji” basliklariyla kurucu diinya goriisii ve uygulamalarina yonelttigi eles-
tiriler de onun Batic1 ideolojinin bir pargasi olarak degerlendirilmesinin Oniine gege-

51 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Tiirkiye’de Sagin Tarihine Buruk Bir Derkenar”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Giiz
1991), 12.

52 Aydin Menderes ile Réportaj, “Devlet Egitim Politikalari ile Ideoloji Kabul Ettirme Yolunu
Birakmalidir”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Gliz 1991), 111.
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memis, onu tam anlamiyla “aklayip bu yaftadan kurtaramamistir.” Kiiresellesmeci,
sivil toplumcu, post-modern esinlenmeci tavir; solu, tahminlerinin aksine, ¢evreden
yetisen entelektiielin nazarinda akredite edememistir.

Besir Ayvazoglu, 1991 Yaz’indaki sayida, bu mesrepteki solu su sekilde degerlendir-
mektedir:

“...Tirkiye’de hi¢cbir muhasebeye gerek gérmeksizin, biiylik bir pis-
kinlikle giindemlerini degistirip ¢ark eden, iistelik uzunca bir siiredir
holdinglerle iyi iliskiler i¢cinde olduklar1 i¢in dnemli iletisim kanalla-
rin1 da ele gecirerek iktidarlarini saglamlastiran solcu aydinlar, kiil-
tlir tiiketicilerini (!) ¢evrecilik, feminizm, cinsel 6zgiirliik, bireysellik,
nostalji teraneleriyle saskina g¢evirip ‘keyif’lerine baktilar. (...) Bu
arada solun dnde gelen isimleriyle Tek Parti bilirokrasisi arasindaki ak-
rabalik iligkilerinin arastirmaya deger bir konu oldugunu belirterek ge-
celim. ... Bilgisizlikleri yetmiyormus gibi, bir de kendilerini “Yeryiizii
Kiltiiri” dedikleri Bati kiiltiiriiniin adeta misyonerleri olarak gérmek-
tedirler.”

“Yeryiizii kiiltiirii”, “Ikinci Cumhuriyetcilik” kavramini iireten Mehmet Altan’in
siklikla kullandig1 bir tariftir. Liberalize olan solun, diinya ile biitiinlesmeci ya da
olumladiklar1 kiiresel-bolgesel degisimler ile senkronize olmanin gerekliliklerini sa-
vunduklari tavirlar, ¢evreden yetisen entelektiielin rezerv koyduklar1 alanlardir. Oy-
saki bu siyasal yonelim, sol-liberalleri Ozal siyasetini ¢esitli seviyelerde olumlamaya
sevk eden unsurlarin da basinda gelmekteydi. Kendileri i¢in avantajli bir siyasal ikli-
min gelisim siirecine girdigini gézlemleyen ve sezen sagdaki yeni nesil entelektiielin
ise Bat1 kdkenli modernlesmeci siyasal bakisi, yeni agilan hareket ve ivme sahasina
karigtirmaya hig¢ niyeti yoktu.

Dergi’deki genel diisiinceyi olusturan entelektiielin yiikselen muhafazakarligini, Is-
lamciligin degilse de “siyasete ve topluma ‘Islami perspektiften’ bakislarin ve yak-
lagimlarin gesitli tonlari/halleri” olarak okumak miimkiin géziikmektedir. Bu alan,
zaman zaman Islamcilik merkezli siyasetleri desteklemeye egilimli goziikse de bu
sekilde bir tanimlama, bu ideolojik durusun “6ziinii” daha iyi a¢iklamaktadir. Onla-
rin odagindaki ve idealindeki alan, ideolojik islam’dan ziyade “tiirdes olarak gorme
egilimi” (belki de zafiyeti) de gosterdikleri toplumda, uzun Batililasma dénemin-

53 Besir Ayvazoglu, “Tiirkiye’de Solcu Olmak”™, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 15 (Yaz 1991), 81-84.
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de gelistirilemeyen ama ancak yasatilabilen Islam -ve aslinda daha dogrusu Miislii-
manlik- ile yogrulmus halk kiiltliriidiir. Birgok yazar, laikligin dayatilan bir devlet
politikas1 (‘laikgilik’) haline gelmesiyle islam’in ya da Miisliimanligin ¢evrede bir
kiiltiir ve inan¢ olgusu olmaktan ¢ikip ¢evrenin “direnis ideolojisi” haline geldigi
konusunda hemfikirdir. Hatta ilerleyen satirlarda da deginilecegi iizere, Islamcilik
da bazi yazarlar tarafindan yanlis Batililagmanin bir ¢iktisi-liriinii olarak degerlen-
dirilmektedir. Donemin sartlarindan ve politik “dogrularindan” dolay1 olsa gerek,
Tiirkcii sag reflekslerin “agik¢a” sergilenmesinden ise imtina edilmis géziikmektedir;
Dergi’deki bir¢ok entelektiiel, aslinda bu sag gelenekten gelmis olsa da... Bu gizil
olarak degerlendirilebilecek tavir, ilerleyen sayfalarda da goriilecegi iizere, Osmanl
modernlesmesi dncesine bakista ya da cari Islamciligin “gevrenin biitiinii temsil edip
edemeyecegi” sorusuna gelince kendini zaman zaman ele verebilmektedir.

Hemen ifade etmek gerekir ki liberal diisiince de aslinda, ayn1 Ozal siyasetinde oldu-
gu gibi, bagka tiir bir “gizillikte” kendini belli etmektedir. Dogrudan savunulmasa da
“animsattiklar1” ve “cagrisimlar1”, aragsallastirilarak kullanilmaktadir. Ciinkii Soguk
Savas’in bitisiyle “liberal tavrin”, sadece i¢ siyasette degil ayn1 zamanda uluslararasi
alanda da (ABD, AB, vs.) akredite edebilme giicii zirvesine ulagmistir. 20. yiizyilda,
once pozitivizmin, sonra sosyal refah devleti mutabakatinin ve en son olarak da reel
sosyalizmin “iflaslar1”; liberal diisiinceye ve siyasete, uluslararasi planda bdyle bir
glicii sunmustur. Bu donemde “tiim diisiinsel akimlara niifuz edebilen” bir tiir “libe-
ral mutabakat” ortami1 da olusmustur. Liberal tavrin -ki bu kiiresellesmeyle uzlasma
olarak da okunabilir- ve bu diinya goriisiiniin destegini alabilmenin sundugu “kabul”
ve “taninirlik” saglama imkanlari; en somut sekilde bir sonraki on yilda AK Parti
siyasetinin insasinda da kendini gdstermistir. Liberal akim (saf ya da “pargali™,
or. “Marksist-liberal”, muhafazakar-liberal) {izerinden liretilen sdylemler, i¢te temel
destegini ¢evre giiclerden saglayan ve yeni bir merkez formiilasyonu iddiasina sahip
AK Parti’nin, 2000’11 yillarin basinda Bat1 diinyasi ile iliskilerini de kolaylastirip
gliclendirebilmistir. Metnin bu boliimiiniin ilk baslig1 altinda yer verildigi lizere, bu
yolla ¢evre giiclerden yeni bir merkez yaratma fikrinin ilk niivelerinin, 1990’larin
Ozal siyasetinde ve sdyleminde kendini gosterdigi de unutulmamalidir. Zaten bu ¢a-
lismada odaklanilan zaman aralig1 da sdylemsel ya da deneysel olarak nitelenebilecek
bu ilk donemdir. Cevreden yetisip cari merkeze ve de devlete meydan okuyan ente-
lektliel de liberal diisiince/siyaset ile bu tiir “faydac1” iliski kurma modelini biiylik
olgiide Ozal siyasetinden dgrenmistir.

54 ‘Pargali liberal’: Sol ve sag cenah siyasetlerden gelip siyasal duruslarini liberal diisiince ile harmanlayan
aktorler icin, Atilla Yayla tarafindan kullanilan tanimlama. Atilla Yayla ile ger¢eklestirilen goriismeden.
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1980 6ncesinde, “merkez” siyasetin “Otesindeki” -ya da uglardaki- sag(lar)in, ¢evre-
nin manevi ve geleneksel degerleri (kiiltiirii) izerine insa edilmis ve sol karsitligina
(anti-komiinizm) odaklanmis siyasetleri diisiiniildiiglinde; bu yeni sag cenah entelek-
tiiellerinin liberal diistince ve dzgiirliikler ile “mesaisi”, bir hayli 6nem arz etmekte-
dir. Bu gelisme, i¢ine girilen ¢agin i¢ ve dis sartlarinin bileskesinde bir ¢iktiyken bir
diger taraftan da siyasal gerilimin, 12 Eyliil sonrasinda geleneksel sol ve sag siyaset-
ler arasindan “yeniden insac1 siyaset(ler)” ile “hakim devlet olgusu” izlegini muhafa-
za etmek isteyen siyaset(ler) arasina peyderpey alan degisiminin gostergelerindendir.
Dergi’nin 6zellikle ¢ekirdek kadrosundaki isimler, kendileri de baska siyasal-ente-
lektiiel koordinatlara -ya da farkli sentezlere- dogru hareketlenmis olmalar1 nedeniyle
bu olgunun bir hayli farkindadirlar.

Tirkone, bu durumu su sekilde tarif etmektedir:

“1980 oncesi Tiirkiye’de siyaset ‘sag-sol’ ekseni lizerinde yiikseliyor-
du. Bu eksen kaybolmamakla beraber basat konumunu kaybetmistir.
Bugiin basat olan yapilanma laik cumhuriyetin (veya devletin) bir ce-
nahta, Islamcilarin 6biir cenahta yer aldig1 bir yapilanmadir. 80 nce-
sinde sag ve sol ‘devleti ele gegirmek’ i¢in birbirleriyle miicadele edi-
yordu. (...) Bugiin devlet, miicadelenin siddeti zayiflamasina ragmen
taraflardan birini teskil ediyor. Radikal miicadele devletle Islamcilar
arasinda, siyasi miicadele laik cenahla Miisliimanlar arasinda cereyan
ediyor. Bu eksene sahip siyasi kamplasmanin demokrasinin gelecegi
i¢in i¢ agic1 olamadigini kabul etmek gerekir.”

Alintidan da anlasilacag lizere Tiirkone, 1990’larin heniiz basi itibariyla hem yeni
olusan gerilim hattinin hem bu hatlar iizerindeki unsurlarin pozisyonlarinin hem de
“potansiyel risklerin” farkindadir. Bu 6nermede ise “laik cenah”in payimna dolayl
olarak gayrimiislim olarak sifatlandirilmak diismektedir. Fakat, Ayvazoglu’nun “asil
kiitle” ve Alkan’in “sessiz ¢ogunluk” kavramsallastirmalarina deginildiginde, Tiir-
kone’nin “Miislimanlar” ifadesi, biraz daha anlasilirlik kazanmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
diger iki yazarda da bu sekilde benzer bir kategorizasyon kendini belli etmektedir.

Dergi’de yer alan ve 6zellikle liberal alan i¢inde degerlendirilebilecek makalelerde,
devlet ve devlet ideolojisinin tarafsiz -ya da unsurlarin dengeli/hakkaniyetli bir bi-

55 Dergi’den ¢alismanin temel iddiasin1 da destekleyen bir tespit olarak: Miimtaz’er Tiirkone, “Islamlasma,
Laiklik ve Demokrasi”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 13 (Kis 1990), 42.
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leskesi- olmas1 gerektigi savunulsa da aktiiel cevre adina yapilan diisiinsel ve siyasal
miicadelenin, “cogunlukc¢uluga” sapabilme olasiliginin kuvvetliligi, daha 1980’le-
rin sonu 1990’larin basi itibariyla kendini gostermektedir. Bazi yazarlarin ¢evreyi
(“Miisliimanlar”), “millet” olarak tabir edilen olgunun “6ziinti-aslin1” temsil eden
tiirdes bir topluluk (as1l kiitle, sessiz cogunluk) olarak tahayyiil ve neredeyse “olmasi
gereken bir ‘millet-i hakime’” olarak takdim etmeleri, gelisebilecek potansiyel ¢o-
gunlukcu yaklasimlarin kendini gosteren karineleri olmustur.

Ayvazoglu, asil kiitleyi su sekilde tanimlamaktadir:

“...bu kadar farkli gruplar1 ve diisiiniis sekillerini ‘sag’da birlestiren
nedir? Bence, asil kiitlenin ¢esitli egilimlerini temsil ve ifade etmekte
oluslari... ‘Asil kiitle’ diyorum; altin1 6zellikle ¢izdigim bu tabir ¢ok
onemlidir. Asag1 yukari yiiz elli yildir adeta tarihin akist disinda bira-
kilmis, fikri sorulmayan, sadece siirekli olarak bir seyleri kabul veya
reddetmesi istenen, vergi alinan, gerektiginde de 1rgat gibi calistirilan
kesimdir ‘asil kiitle’ halkin biiyiik kismidir, govdesidir. Bati’ya yaklas-
tikca asil kiitleden uzaklasan ve onu ‘geri’, ‘ilkel’, “cagdis1”, ve ‘adam
edilmesi gerekli fasafiso kalabalik’ olarak goren biirokratik aydinlar,
bu kiitlenin lizerinde devletin biitiin imkanlarin1 kullanarak biiyiik bir
baski uygulamislardir. Ozellikle inancglar iizerinde uygulanan baski,
ancak Demirperde tilkelerindeki baskiyla kiyaslanabilir.”*¢

Alkan ise “sessiz cogunlugunu” daha yumusak ve sorgulayan bir iislupla degerlendir-
mektedir:

“‘Sessiz ¢cogunluk’ tabiri, tepkisini ya da cevabini dile getirmekte, biz
‘okumuslar’ kadar sansli olmayan Miisliman kitleyi anlatiyor. Poli-
tikayla ancak se¢im sandiginin basinda ilgilenen sade Miisliimanlari,
‘Sessiz Cogunluk’ diye nitelendirmek istedim. ... Bu derbeder ve fikri
biitlinliikten uzak satirlar, higbir ¢6zlim teklif etme iddiasinda olmadigi
gibi, bu satirlarin yazar1 ¢oziim tekliflerine de taraftar degildir. Co6-
zimi, yapilmasi gerektigi gibi zamana ve ‘yasin’a birakmali. Bugiin
yapilmasi gereken sey nedir? Birtakim sahsi tespitleri siralarken ama-
cim, zihinlerde kii¢lik kivilcimlar ¢aktirabilmek degil, kendi zihnimde
ve diislince diinyamda ‘farkina varma’ melekesine egzersiz yaptirabil-

56 Ayvazoglu, “Tirkiye’de Sagci Olmak™, 32-33.
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mektir.”%’

1990’1ara girilirken sag entelektiiel diinyanin “hissettigi” diisiinsel iklimde bahsi ge-
cen bu kitlenin, artik merkezin “sundugu” normlarin disinda kendini ifade etme za-
maninin geldigine dair kanaatler olusmustu. Fakat bu dogrultudaki yaklagimlar, takip
eden yillar i¢cinde “kiiltiirel-sosyolojik anlamlarda gelisen bir sinifsal miicadelenin”
de -daha dogrusu “béliinmenin”- habercisi olmustur. Bu ¢atismanin adi, ilerleyen yil-
larda jurnalistik siyaset dilinde “yasam tarzi savas1” gibi isimler alacak iken, aslinda
meselenin biraz daha derininde “ulus ve devletin hangi medeniyet (uygarlik) alanina/
kiimesine dahil olmas1 gerektigi” tartismasi da yatmaktaydi. Kiligcbay, Dergi i¢inde
yayinlanan bir makalesinde konuya su sekilde yaklagsmaktadir:

“Ulkemizdeki manevi i¢ savasin nedeni, Tiirkiye insanlarinin nasil
bir uygarlik kiiresi i¢ginde yasamak istedikleri konusundaki ihtilaftir.
Taraflar ise, ‘geleneksel’ uygarlig1 savunanlarla ‘Bati” uygarligindan
yana olanlardir.”®

Verilen alintida, Kilicbay’in da tarif ettigi kadim aidiyet ve yonelim ihtilafi, on yil-
lar icinde geliserek/karmasiklasarak bir sinifsal/sosyolojik yarilmaya ve buna bagl
“donuk karakterli” -statik ve ¢Ozilim iiretilmesi zor- siyasal bir kutuplagsmaya neden
olmustur. Kald1 ki bu kutuplasma, 1980 6ncesinde siyaset yelpazesi tizerindeki sag
ve sol cenah siyasetler arasindaki yiiksek kutuplasmadan ¢ok baska bir karakterdedir.

Dergi’deki “asil kiitleci bakis”, sadece ¢ogunluk¢uluk ve devlet i¢cin yeni kimlikte
bir askincilik yaratma potansiyeli tasimamis, ayni1 zamanda devletin kadim askinci-
liginin -devlet geleneginin- tarifinin ve analizinin yapilmasini da giiclestirmistir ki
esas problem de burada yatmaktadir. Askinciligin unsurlar1 ve karakteristigi analiz
edilmeden aragsalci bir devlet tarifinin ortaya konamayacagi aciktir. Bu noktada en
biiyiik sorun, askinciligin ortaya ¢ikisi ve gelisiminin, “200 yillik Batililagma™ siireci
icine hapsedilmesidir ki ¢ogu yazar da bu goriisii sOylemlestirip islemistir. Cum-
huriyet Devleti’nin siyasal ve fikri koklerinin Osmanli modernlesmesine (19. yiiz-
y1l) dayandirilmasi, her ne kadar entelektiiel anlamda 6nemli bir asamaysa da devlet
toplum iliskilerini belirleyen “devlet gelenegi” ve bununla iliski igindeki “siyasal

57 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Sessiz Cogunluk Bakimindan Batililasma ve Cagdaslasmanin Anlami ve
Tezahiirleri”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 2 (1989): 31.

58 Mehmet Ali Kiligbay, “Demokrasiye Gegit Vermeyen Diisman Kardesler: Dincilik ve Laikgilik”, Tiirkiye
Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos 1994), 117.

298



ARASTIRMA MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020204

kiltirin”, “daha uzaktaki” ve derindeki kdklerini agiklamakta yetersiz kalmaktadir.
Bu haliyle, Batililagsma siireci dncesindeki Osmanli devlet yapist (14. yilizyildan 19.
yiizyila), ¢cevrenin degerlerinin ve maneviyatinin Devlet’te “hakkaniyetle” ve hatta
bir tiir “gogulculuk” i¢cinde temsil edildigi bir tiir asr-1 saadet/altin ¢ag tahayyiilii ha-
lini dahi alabilmektedir. Ya da ¢evreden yetisen entelektiiel i¢in belki de “toplumsal
cevre ile Osmanli merkezinin ayn1 kiiltiir ve uygarlik kiiresine ait olmasi1” yeterli go-
riilmektedir; bu ¢cevrenin, merkezin {irettigi normlara “dayatma” ya da “benimsetme”
yontemleri ile tabi olmas1 gerekmis olsa da...

Halbuki Osmanli Devleti, 6zellikle 15. yiizyildan baslayarak, merkez karsisinda
¢evrenin giiclinii sinirlayip -izolasyon- onu onemli oranda denetim altina almistir
(patrimonyal merkezilesme): Oone c¢ikan ailelerin (aristokrasi) giiciiniin kirilmasi,
tarim sisteminde biiyiik toprak yapilarinin engellenmesi, merkezin ve biirokrasinin
giderek pekisen hakimiyeti vs. Devlet, bu toplumsal alanlarda gii¢ temerkiizlerinin
oniline gegecek tiirlii onlemleri hayata gegirmistir.

Bir diger taraftan da iizerinde durulan -asil kiitleci- yaklagim ve tahayyil, Osmanl
Devleti i¢in modernlesme/Batililasma, “¢oziilmesi” gereken “sorunlari” da sadece
“diisman karakterli” digsal miidahalelere (diismanliklar, komplolar) ve igerideki fe-
rasetsiz, basiretsiz ve 6ziinden kopmus siyasete baglayan diisiinsel ve duygusal bakis
acilarin1 barindirabilmektedir. Sorunlarin i¢sel nedenlerine ve 6zellikle 18. yiizyil ui-
tibariyla Bati’yla gitgide acilan gelismislik farkina yeterince temas edilmemektedir.
Bu duygusal-ideolojik bakisa gore emperyalist-Hristiyan Bati, “muzaffer”, “kerim”
ve “Miisliman” Osmanli Devleti’ni baskilayip yipratarak gerileme icine sokmus,
merkezini hegemonyasina alarak yanlis ¢6ziim yollarina sevk etmis ve sonugta da
toplum (tebaa) ve devlet arasindaki organik ve hakkaniyetli iliskinin bozulmasina
sebep olmustur. Devleti kurtarma amaciyla yola ¢ikan, Bati diisiincesi etkisindeki
Osmanl1 Devlet eliti de 6nce -¢oziim yonelimli olarak- buna alet olmus, sonra siireg
icerisinde kendi toplumuna tamamen “yabancilagsmis” ve nihai olarak da kendi toplu-
munu siyasal ve kiiltiirel bask1 altina almastir.

Bu tiir tarihsel yaklagimlarin tasidigi “ileriye doniik” en 6nemli risk, ¢alismanin temel
iddiasinda da ifade edildigi gibi sivil toplumu (araci kurumlar, 6zgiirliikler, uzlagma,
vs.) tarihsel nedenlerden dolay1 gelismemis bir iilkede siyasetten demokratiklestiri-
ci-Ozgiirlestirici etkinin bliylik bir “iyimserlikle”, kesinlikle ve ivedilikle beklenme-
sidir. Calismanin kavramsal ¢ercevesi ile kuramsal tabaninin kurgusu olusturulurken
ilham kaynagi olan Heper de Dergi’de yer alan bir makalesinde, bu “riske” dikkat
cekmektedir:
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“Demokrasi bir dengeler rejimidir. Ozel ¢ikarlar ile toplumun uzun sii-
reli ¢ikarlari, esitlik ile 6zgiirliigii, vs. dengelemek zorundayiz. Sorun
yalnizca 6zgiirliik, sivillesme ve secilmislerin dnemini vurgulamaya
indirgenemez. Tiim bu hususlarin, iist diizeyde gerceklestirilmesine
kimsenin bir itirazi olamaz. Sorun, ¢esitli unsurlar arasinda nasil den-
ge kurulacagidir.”’

Askinciligin organik bir pargasi olan ve onun sekillendirip fermente ettigi toplumsal
niiveleri de iceren siyasal kiiltiiriin yeni bir askincilik iiretmesi ise her zaman kuvvetli
bir ihtimaldir. Heper, bu ¢alismanin kavramsal ¢ercevesi i¢in basvurulan ¢alisma-
sinda askinci salinimlarin, asir1 aragsalci hareketleri de tetikleyerek onlarla birlikte
gelisecegi tespitini de yapmaktadir. Daha net bir ifadeyle merkezin askinciliginin art-
masi, ¢evrenin -¢evrelesenin- 6zel ¢ikarlarini firsatgr sekillerde devreye sokmasinin
da Oniinii de acabilmektedir.

Yine de Dergi’de yayinlanan makaleler i¢cinde, Osmanli’dan Cumhuriyet’e uzanan
merkeziyet¢i ve otoriter devlet yapisini bir devamlilik i¢inde goren ve en 6nemlisi de
bunu Osmanli modernlesmesinden 6nceye dayandiran tespitlere ve degerlendirmele-
re de rastlanmaktadir. Cogu zaman arka planda kalan Tiirk¢ii bakis da bu alintilarin
bazilarinda gézlemlenebilmektedir.

Ahmet Turan Alkan:

“Acik olan nokta su: zihni cihazlarimiz, Batililagsma cereyani baslayali
beri is gérmiiyor. Ne var ki Batililagmanin tarihini ¢ogu kere yuvarla-
tilmis bir ifadeyle ‘son ikiyiiz sene’ diye tarif edip gecgiyoruz. Halbuki
bu tarihi pekala 15. yiizy1l ortalarina kadar geriletebiliriz. Bu bedaheti
anlamakta giicliik c¢ekiyoruz, c¢ilinkii kendi tarihimize bakisimiz,
diizeltilmesi ¢ok gii¢c egosentrik yanilgilarla doludur. Osmanli tarihinin
secaat gilinlerini, beserl bir alan olmaktan siyirarak kristalize etme
gayretleriyle baslayan bu yanlis idealizm, tarihlemedeki hata yiiziinden
tarih disiplini bizler i¢in kullanislh bir ara¢ olmaktan ¢ikariyor. (...)
Isin aslina bakilirsa Batiya yonelik ilk ‘sultani ve dramatik’ alakalarin
Hazreti Fatih’le basladig1 farkedilir. Istanbul’un fethi ile baslayan
yillardan sonra, Batiya alakalarimiz, hiiziin dolu bir muvazaa silsile-

59 Metin Heper, “Yeni Anayasa Arayislar1 Uzerine Diisiinceler”, Tiirkive Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-A gustos
1994), 71.
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sinden ibaret sayilabilir. Durumun biitiin keskinligi ile farkedilebilme-
si i¢in Bat1 retoriginin halkin sahdamarina kadar yaklagsmasini bekle-

mek gerekmisti.”®

Siileyman Seyfi Ogiin:

“Tiirkiye’de kisa devreleri, modernlesme ve de 6zellikle bu giinlerde
pek revagta oldugu tizere cumhuriyet ve Kemalizme mal etmek besinci
sinif bir idealist tarih¢i agiklamasidir. Benzer olarak Tiirk ilericiliginin
yaptigt da budur. Onlar da hala biitiin sikintilarin kaynagint Osmanli
ve Islamda gormeye devam ediyorlar. Ne siirekliligi ne de degisimi
etkin ve esenlikli kamusal hayat i¢ginde basaramayisimizin sebebi Os-
manli’y1 da Islam1 da Cumhuriyeti de i¢ine alan otokrasinin tarihinde

yatiyor.”®!

Mustafa Erdogan:

“(...) Osmanli biirokrasisi dini gelismelerin kendi denetimi disina ¢ik-
masina izin vermemis ve bunu saglamak i¢in, gerekli gordiigiinde sert
yaptirimlara bagvurmustur. Atatiirk’iin de, devleti ‘ulema’nin ve tari-
kat onderlerinin etkisinden korumaya doniik bu Osmanli gelenegini
devralmis oldugu sdylenebilir.”¢?

Vedat Bilgin:

“Anadolu cografyasi lizerinde yaklasik bin yildir yagamakta olan Tiirk-
ler’in sahip oldugu devlet gelenegi devlet ve yonetim bicimi ile ilgili
kavramlarin tartisilmasini bir hayli ilging bir hale getirmektedir. Zira,
devletin temsil ettigi siyasi alanin halki disarida birakma egilimi, s6z
konusu gelenegin en bariz vasiflarindandir ve bu gelenegin kendisi ka-
dar uzun bir ge¢mise sahiptir. Bin y1l devletin disinda kalmis bir top-

60 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Bir Toplum Pusulas1 Olarak, Kaybettigimiz Nirengileri Yeniden Hatirlamanin
Onemi Uzerine”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 25 (Kis 1993), 9-10.

61 Siileyman Seyfi Ogiin, “Tiirkiye’de Kadimlik-Ceditlik Tartismasinin Hal-i Piir Melali”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii,
sy. 25 (Kis 1993), 21.

62 Mustafa Erdogan, “Laiklik ve Tiirk Uygulamasi1 Uzerine Notlar”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 13 (Kis 1990),
57.
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lumun devlet ve yonetim big¢imi ile ilgili konulari, tirkmeden, telas ve
heyecana kapilmadan, ‘muhasim’ taraflar haline gelmeden akli selim
ve siiklinet i¢inde tartismay1 becerebilmesi pek kolay benimsenecek

bir tutum gibi gézikkmiiyor.”%

Siileyman Seyfi Ogiin:

“Tiirk siyasetinin yipratici diyalektiginin kokleri, Kemalist Cumhu-
riyet’ten ¢ok Oncelere, Osmanli siyasetine uzanmaktadir. Kiligbay’in
da isaret ettigi gibi, siyaset yapma siire¢leri Osmanli’da atomizasyo-
na ugramis, dar bir grubun elinde 6zel bir imtiyazin konusu olmus-
tur. (...) Bu ger¢evede pax Romana ve Bizans miras¢ist pax Ottomana
arasinda giiclii siireklilik iliskileri bulunmaktaydi. (...) Cumhuriyetin
doktrinine karst gelen ya da kars1 geldigi varsayilan herseyin iizerine
tipk1 Osmanli’nin heterodoksiye karst gelistirmis oldugu 6diinstizliikle
gidildi.”®

Vedat Bilgin:

“Asker ve sivil biirokrasi tarimci biiyiik imparatorlugun askeri ve
ekonomik orgilitlenmesini, bu iligkileri siirdiirmeyi basaracak diizey-
de gergeklestirirken, bu basarinin devami ise istikrarin siirekliligine
bagliydi. Bu zorunluluk Osmanli Imparatorlugu’nun toplumsal iliski-
lerini belirleyici, sinirlayici neticeler yaratmistir. Bunlardan birincisi;
imparatorluk toplum yapisinda biirokratik mekanizma disinda siyaset
yapma imkan1 higbir ziimre ve unsura acik tutulmamistir. (...) Ikinci
(...) ise ideolojik diizeyde devletin toplumla olan iliskilerinin algilan-
masina yol agan, imparatorluk sartlari i¢cerisinde ‘dini yorumun’ dev-
leti kutsallastiran bir diizeyde ortaya ¢ikmasidir.”’

63 Vedat Bilgin, “Kag¢inct Cumhuriyet?”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 20 (Giiz 1992), 47.

64 Siileyman Seyfi Ogiin, “Tiirk Siyasal Kiiltiirii ve II. Cumhuriyet”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 20 (Giiz 1992),
5-56;

Mehmet Ali Kiligbay, Dogu 'nun Devleti, Bati’nin Cumhuriyeti (Ankara: Gece Yayinlari, 1992), 32.

Yine Dergi iginden genel manzaraya karsit bir 6rnek olarak: Miilakat/IIber Ortayli, “Osmanli
Imparatorlugu Tarihte Ugiincii Roma’dir, Bir Dérdiinciisii de Yoktur”, Tiirkive Giinliigii, sy.11 (Yaz 1990), 26-
30.

65 Vedat Bilgin, “Tiirk Solu’nun Toplumsal Ozellikleri Uzerine”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 15 (Yaz 1991),78.
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“Bat’ya yonelim ve merkezilesmenin 15. yiizyi1lda baslamas1”, “Osmanli’y1 da Is-

199 ¢

lam’1 da ic¢ine alan otokrasi”, “otoriter Osmanli geleneginin devralinmasi”, “bin yil
devletin disinda kalmis toplum”, “siyasetin dar bir grubun imtiyazli faaliyeti olma-
sinin Roma ve Bizans’dan miras alinan kokenleri”, “biirokratik mekanizma disinda
siyaset yapma imkaninin hi¢cbir gruba sunulmamasi, dinin devleti kutsallastirmak i¢in
islevsellestirilmesi” istikametindeki bu saptamalar, Dergi ¢evresinde bir araya gelen
entelektiiel bakislarin; devlet geleneginin, onun en belirgin karakteri olan askinci
karakteristigin ve de toplumsal niivelerini de barindiran siyasal kiiltiiriin fazlasiyla
farkinda oldugunun gdéstergeleridir. Buna ragmen Tiirkiye siyasetinde demokratikles-
me, “normallesme” problemlerini ve “aracsalc1” bir devlet insa edilememis olmasini,
Cumhuriyet Devlet’1 ve onun fikri-siyasi koklerinin uzandigi Osmanli modernlesme-
sine mal etmeci yaklasimlarin yogunlugu, yukarida bahsedilen kapsamdaki tespitlere
nispetle cok daha yiliksek bir oranda seyretmektedir. Bunun bir nedeninin, Osmanl
modernlesmesi 6ncesindeki donemin, “ilham verici” altin ¢ag tahayyiliiniin ve algi-
lamasinin zarar gdrmemesi istegi oldugu diisiiniilebilir. Ikinci bir neden ise ayni sol-
dan gelenler i¢in gecerli oldugu gibi sagdan gelenlerin de degerlendirmelerini giincel
siyasetin akisindan ve baskinligindan koruyamamalaridir. Glincelin i¢inde kalmak
ve onun i¢inden konusmak, bu siirecte “soz alan” entelektiiellerin, 6zellikle medya
araclar1 lizerinden, sOylemsel iktidarin bir par¢asi olmasini saglamaktadir. Yeni bir
merkez, merkez siyaset ve devlet insas1 amaclar1 da giincel olanin ya da aktiiel si-
yasetin, aktor i¢in g¢ekiciligini artirmaktadir. Bundan dolayr da aktor, bu kurumsal
oyunun i¢inde kalmak isterken, meselelerin derinliklerini ve ¢etrefilliklerini g6z ardi
edebilmektedir.

Dergi’de Osmanli-Cumhuriyet modernlesmesi i¢inde en ¢ok iizerinde durulan ve tar-
tistlan konu, “laiklik-sekiilerlik” kavramlar1 ve olgularidir. Laiklik ile baglantili din
olgusunu, dili de i¢inde barindiran egitim-kiltiir olgular1 takip etmektedir. Bunlarin
bileskesinde ise Soguk Savas sonrasi donemde “emperyal cumhuriyet” arayislarina
-bilinen adiyla “Yeni Osmanlicilik”- uzanacak, kimlik sorunsali ortaya ¢ikmaktadir.
Osmanli imgesi iizerinden ger¢eklesen cogulculuk arayislar1 ve Cumhuriyet Devleti
“bir haliyle” Tiirk¢iliigii kendi diinya goriisiine adapte ettigi i¢in olacak ki daha dnce
de ifade edildigi gibi 1980 6ncesi Tiirk¢ii sagdan gelen entelektiiel aktorler dahi 1990
sonrasinda bu diislinsel reflekslerini arka plana almiglardir. Kiiresellesme ve liberal
dalga icinde ulus-devlet zemininin zaafa ugradigi genel kabulii, gelisen “Kiirt so-
runu” ve tabii ki emperyal cumhuriyet arayislari; bu tavrin baslica nedenleri olarak
siralanabilir.
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Mustafa Calik:

“Ugiincii Diinya’ya ait ve medeniyet ¢evresinin kenarinda yoksul bir
azinlik aday1 yaratmak i¢in kan doken siyasi kiirt¢iiliigiin ilham kay-
naklarindan biri de, maalesef Tiirkiye’deki milliyet¢ilik anlayisidir.
Bunun vebali, 6ncelikle tek parti otoritesi ile aynilesen Kemalist mil-
liyet¢ilik ve Atsiz ¢izgisinin temsil ettigi irk taassubundan kurtulama-
mis ‘antropolojik’ Tirkg¢iiliigiin omuzlarindadir.”¢®

Dergi’nin Genel Yayin Miidiirii olan ve ayn1 donemde Turgut Ozal’a danismanlik da
yapan Mustafa Calik, bu tespiti ile Islam ile sentezlenen Tiirk¢iiliigii ise farkli bir
yere -bliyiik olasilikla emperyal cumhuriyet arayislarinin gizil merkezine- koymak-
tadir. Calik’1n zihnindeki formiilasyon, Rus Avrasyaciliginin merkezindeki yari-gizil
Ortodoks-Slavligr da animsatmaktadir. Calik’1n bu sdylemsel i¢eriginde ulus-devlet
modeline bir elestiri olmakla birlikte, sadece genelde siyasete degil 6zelde Tiirkeii-
liige de yeni bir Islami bakis arzusu 6zlemi i¢inde oldugu sezilmektedir. Zira Calik,
bu metin i¢inde yer verilen baska bir soylemsel i¢eriginde, 1980 6ncesinde giindeme
gelen Tiirk-Islam sentezi arayislarina da elestirel bir durus sergilemektedir. Dergi’de
olusan fikrin bileskesinde, 6zlenen-beklenen bu islami bakis ya da girdi mezhep kar-
sitliklarinda (Siinni, Alevi, vs.) bogulmayacak ve Tiirkiye sinirlarini1 da asacak, ulus-
lararasi alanda yeni ve modern bir ortak payda modelidir.

Bu anlamda Dergi’de Islam’in yasanigini ve anlatisini, modern hayat i¢inde daha
“kullanisli” (diinyevi, cismani) hale getirecek yeni bir dogus (“Islam Ronesans1™)
arayist degilse de beklentisi gozlemlenebilmektedir. Tarihin bir yerlerinde ¢ogulcu-
luga yatkin, laiklik “ithali” ihtiyacina neden olmayacak kadar diinyevi bir ideal 6z
oldugu tahayyiil ve iddia edilmektedir. Aranan “yeni”’ye, “yorum” kavramini ¢agris-
tiran “reform”dan ziyade “ronesans” kavraminin yakistirilmasini ise dikkat ¢ekici ve
onemli bir not olarak almak gerekmektedir. Bu islam ronesansiyla ise yeni merkezin
ve yeni devletin ingasinin ve akabinde de uluslararasi alanda emperyal cumhuriyet
pratiginin Oniinli agmas1 umudu tasinmaktadir. Bu yeniden dogus, i¢inden ¢ikilmaz
hal alan anti-Bat1 diisiincelerin ve aslinda arzu edilmeyen reaktif Islamciliklarin da
tarihin bir kenarina ¢ekilmesini saglayacaktir. Fakat yazarlar, bu beklentilerini sik-
likla ifade etseler de bu netameli konunun derinliklerine kendileri pek de girmemek-
tedirler. Burada isaret edilenin -ya da esinlenilenin- bir parcasinin, Islam’in 6rf ile

66 Mustafa Calik, “Tiirk Milliyetciligi Uzerine Baz1 Tartisma Notlar1”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Giiz 1991),
85.
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yonetme izni-pratigi ve Osmanli’nin bunu yiizyillarca uygulamast oldugu anlasila-
bilse de bu karmasik ve derinlikli meselenin, Cumhuriyet Devleti’nin kodlarina nasil
adapte edilebilecegi sorusu pek de etkili bir tartisma konusu olmamaistir.

Bunun yerine ise Osmanli’nin 19. yiizyili ile baslayip Cumhuriyet ile devam eden
siiregte, peyderpey tekilleserek ve yogunlasarak benimsenen Batililagsma siyasetinin
hoyrat¢a uygulanip, var olan “asli” otekilestirerek, “yabancilasmis” aydinlariyla an-
cak yozlastirici bir modernlesmeyi ve temsil sorunu barindiran bir “koksiiz” kimligi
-devlet kimligi ve ulusal kimlik tartismalari- insa edebildigi yorumlar1 siklikla goriil-
mektedir. Ozellikle asagida Ayverdi’den alinan pasaj, yukarida yansitilmaya calisilan
bakisin 6zeti niteligindedir.

“150. Yilinda Tanzimati Yeniden Diisiinmek” konulu Dergi sayisinda®’:

Birol Emil: “(...) devlet-vatandas, aydin-halk arasinda git gide nefrete
varan ayriligin baslangici da Tanzimat’tir.”

Stileyman Hayri Bolay: “Tanzimat Bati’ya olan tabiiyetimizin resmen
ilanidir.”

Samiha Ayverdi: “Tiirk ikbal endisesine dayadigi, imana yer birakma-
yan anlayis yiizlinden tarihi ve milli bereketlerini imha etmek gafleti
ile asirlardir kitalar’arasi diinya hakimiyeti denecek azametini sondiir-
mek isteyen diisman sufldrlerinin sesine uymak giinahindan bir tiirli
kurtulamamistir.”

Bu minvalde yine siklikla pozitivist rasyonelizm-siyantizm (bilimcilik) ve bu g¢erce-
vede gerceklestirilen (blirokratik, jakoben, elitist) modernlestirmecilik degerlendir-
melerine ve elestirilerine rastlanmaktadir:

“Pozitivizmi sozde ilim ad1 altinda 6ne siiren devlet aslinda pozitiviz-
mi dine kars1i bir ideoloji olarak kullanmistir. Boylece devletin dini
kendi ihtiyacina gore kullanma gelenegi degisik bir isim altinda devam
etmistir.”®

67 “Mini Anket: Aydinlar 1989°da Tanzimat’1 Nasil Degerlendiriyorlar?”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 8 (Kasim
1989), 71-80.

68 Kemal H. Karpat, “Din, Devlet ve Laik Aydinlar”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 17 (Kis 1991), 30.
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“Tiirkiye’de laikligin bugiin de, 1920’lerde kalmis pozitivist bilim an-
layis1 ve ¢agdas uygarlik diizeyi idealiyle savunulmasi, laikligin din-
sellesmesinin boyutlarindan baska birseyi gostermez.”®

Bu goriislere gore Ustiin gii¢ haline gelen Bat1’y1, toptanci-radikal bir Batililagsma ile
yakalama yontemi ve daha sonra bu yontemin devletin aygitlari ile kiiltiirel hegemon-
yaya vardirilmasi, iilkenin “miinevverini” de 6ziine yabancilastirmistir’® (asagidaki
alint1). Boylece “1980’lere kadar entelektiiel bir harekete donlisemedigi otokritikleri
yapilan sag diisiince” de “kendini ve temsil ettigi ¢evreyi” bu olgudan koruyamamis-
tir:

Ahmet Turan Alkan:

“Aydin, aydinlanma ideolojisinin muharibidir; mucizeye karsi ilmi,
ilahi olana kars1 siipheyi, kadere karsi ilerleme fikrini (...) savunur.
(...) kendisini vareden iklime yabancidir ve kendi cinsinin zihnine ge-
netik sifrelerle kazinmis bu mevzilenme hatasi, onu orta zeka ve amel-i
tatbik gerektiren her iste bir ¢ocuk kadar safderun ve beceriksiz kilar.
Batil1 bilgi ve hikmetle amel ettigi halde yeterli kalabilecegine ihtimal
verilen bir ara cinstir (...) Tiirk aydin1 samimi manada ne ‘halk¢1’ ne
de ‘yerli’ olabildi. (...) ‘toplum muallimligi’ zaafindan kurtulamadz;
bu yeni misyonun yerli diisiince ile te’lifi miimkiin tek tarafi, ‘mualli-
min vurdugu yerden giil bitecegi’ faraziyesinden ibarettir.”

Belirtildigi iizere ¢evreden yetisen entelektiiel, bu baglamda kendi sorumlulugunu
kabul etmektedir ve gdosterdigi bu zafiyeti de bir bakima egitim ve sosyalizasyondaki
sinifsal dezavantajlarina -ilerleyen sayfalarda {izerinde durulacag lizere- baglamak-
tadir. Buna gore sag, 1980’°lere kadar pek de “millet”i okuyamamis, toplum zemi-
ninde olup biteni gdrememistir. Toplumu yiizeysel Islamc1 ve Tiirkcii zaviyelerden
degerlendirmekten kurtulamamistir “ancak ¢olde sarki soylemistir.”:

Mustafa Calik:

“60°11 70°1i y1llarin milliyet¢iligi, en az kendisi kadar ‘yanlis’ bir islam-

69 Miimtaz’er Tiirkone, “Islamlasma, Laiklik ve Demokrasi”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 13 (Kis 1990), 40.

70 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Siyaseti Aydinlardan Nasil Koruyacagiz?”, Aydinlar ve Siyaset, Tiirkiye Giinliigii,
sy. 35 (Temmuz-Agustos 1995), 16.
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ciligin baskisiyla ve yillarca, ‘Once Tiirk milyliz Miisliman miy1z, ne
kadar Tiirkiiz ne kadar Miisliimaniz, nereye kadar Tiirkiiz nereye kadar
Miisliimaniz, Islam’da milliyet¢ilik var miydi yok muydu, Tiirk-islam
sentezi olur mu olmaz m1?’ tiiriinden higbir ilmi ve entelektiiel degeri
olmayan sorularla vakit 6ldiirmiistiir. (...) kurtulup da ‘millet’ denilen
toplulugun reel formuna, yani yasamakta olan topluma ve bu toplumun
ge¢cmisine bakmak, gelecegini diisiinmek pek az insanin aklina gelmis-
tir. (...) Colde sarki soylediler.” !

Onceki sayfalarda Kemalist ve saf Tiirk¢iiliikleri elestirirken Islam ile biitiinlesmis/
sentezlenmis bir Tiirk¢liligli zimni olarak farkli bir yere koyan Calik, yukaridaki
alintida milleti -ayn1 sessiz ¢cogunluk ve asil kiitle kavramsallastirmalarinda oldugu
gibi- muhayyel bir tiirdeslik i¢inde gérme tavrini devam ettirmektedir. Bu da ¢evre-
den yetisen entelektiielin bu kaginilmaz yéneliminin nedeni hakkinda “Entelektiielin,
degerlendirmeden ziyade kendi yasamsal ¢evresindeki gorgiil gézlemlerini bir tiir
timevarima tabi tutma zafiyeti midir?” sorusunu akillara getirmektedir. Hatirlana-
cagi lizere, sOylemselci (insac1) yeni kurumsalci bakis icinde, aktdrlerdeki siibjektif
kanaat olusumlarinin duygulardan, arzulardan ve temennilerden izole edilemeyecegi
ve ideolojik anlatilarin ve mitlerin de bu fikir olusumlarini etkileme potansiyellerinin
yiiksek oldugu savunulmaktaydi. Merkezi ve devleti yeniden insa etme iddiasindaki
bu “yeni” entelektiielin 1srarla vurguladigi son iki yiiz sene i¢indeki demografik de-
gisimleri ve siniflagmalart da bir kenara birakan tiirdes toplum-cevre kabulleri; ku-
ramsal alanin bu 6nermesini akillara getirirken, bir diger taraftan da aragsalci devlet
arayislarina da (eger varsa) en bastan uzakta kalmaktadir.

Eski Osmanli cografyasindaki siddetli degisimler ve Soguk Savas’in sona erisi, ayni
soldan gelenleri oldugu gibi, sag cenahtakileri de “aceleci” ve “0n alic1” degerlendir-
melere ve ¢ikarimlara sevk etmistir. Bu da bir tiir “Simdi degilse ne zaman?” soru-
sunu soran ihtilalci duygusallig1 yaratmistir. Entelektiiel degerlendirmelerin siyasal
argiimanlara tesneligi de ihtimaldir ki bundan kaynaklanmaktadir. Ornegin, asagida
verilen alint1 esliginde bakildiginda tek basina Soguk Savas’in bitisinin bile -Rus teh-
didinin sona erisi-, Tiirk siyasal ve diisiince hayatin1 “kurtulusa” eristirdigi ¢ikarimi-
n1 yapabilmek dahi miimkiin géziikmektedir. Bundan dolay1 da diisiinsel ve duygusal
muhayyileler tamamen serbest birakilmistir. Tlirkone, “i¢ine girilen yeni donemi”,
Tiirkiye agisindan “Tanzimat’in Sonu” olarak yorumlamaktadir. “Ikinci Cumhuriyet
kavramini” ve bu baglamda olusan sdylemleri “s18” olarak niteleyip elestirdigi ma-

71 Calik, “Tiirk Milliyetciligi Uzerine Baz1 Tartisma Notlar1”, 86.
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kalesinde, “Tiirkiye i¢in sonu gelen tarihi’ giivenlik endiseleri kaynakli modernlesme
donemi” olarak tarif etmektedir’?:

“1774 yilindan 1989°a kadar, gerek Osmanli gerekse Tiirkiye Cumhu-
riyeti’nin hem disaritya hem de igeriye karsi temel tutumlarini belir-
leyen faktor, ‘Rus tehdidi’ olmustur. (...) Tiirkiye’nin, gelmekte olan
post-modern caga atlayarak, modernlesme siirecine son verecegini
iddia etmiyorum. Ancak, 1839’dan beri girdigi modernlesme siireci-
nin temel giidiileri, varsayimlart ve dinamikleri bugiin artik bosluk-
ta kalmistir. (...) Bu istikamette alinabilecek yeni mesafeler ise, ar-
tik sebep-sonug iliskisinin yer degistirmesi ile miimkiin olabilecektir.
1839’dan beri devam eden bir tarihin son anlarini yasiyoruz. (...) Son
ylz elli yildir yasadigimiz tarihin biitlinliigli i¢inde, gectigimiz done-
meci II. Cumhuriyet gibi s1g bir kavramla, miyop gdzlerle gérmenin
gelecege bakisimizi da kisirlagtiracagina inantyorum.”

Tiirkone’ye gore aslinda “Ikinci Cumhuriyet¢ilik” ad1 altinda “bir tarihsel diizeltme”-
ye dahi gerek kalmamistir. Bu vesileyle “mecburi” modernlesmenin dogrudan iiriinii
olarak degerlendirilen solun “liberal diisiince ile sentezlenme denemesinden” iiretilen
Ikinci Cumhuriyetgi bakis da dolayli olarak elestirilmektedir. Osmanli modernles-
mesinin nedenselligini, bir jeopolitik tehdide baglayan Tiirkéne; Ozal’in yiizyillar
icinde ancak bir kez gerceklesebilecek olan “hacet kapilarinin agilmasi” ¢ikarimli
ilahi kaderciligine yaklasmaktadir. Giinlimiizde Rusya’nin yeniden bolgesel-kiiresel
belirleyicilige ulastig1 gercegi bir kenara koyulacak olursa Tiirkone’nin bu “miijde-
ciliginin” i¢inde Tiirkiye’de yasamaya devam eden tiim siyasal diisiincelere yonelik
“artik 6ze donebiliriz” mesaj1 da okunabilmektedir.

Bu baglamda Hocaoglu’nun, Tiirk¢iiliigiin ve Islamciligin da Bat1 etkisinden miinez-
zeh olmadigr -ve Garpgilik (Baticilik)- yorumuna deginmekte fayda bulunmaktadir:

“Bu ii¢ ana grubun ii¢li de Garptan derin bir sekilde etkilenmisler, ve
ona kars1 ¢ikarken de onu savunurken de, ona miiracaat etmislerdir. Bu
da bu gruplarin kendiliklerinden bir sey iliretememelerinin ve gegen
asrin ve de bu asrin bir ‘Garplilasma’ asr1 olmasinin, Garbin biitiin
diinyada tek hakim ve diizenleyici kuvvet ve kudret merkezi olmasinin
neticesidir ki, bu durumun esas itibariyle bugiin de degismis oldugunu

72 Mimtaz’er Tirkone, “Tanzimat’in Sonu”, Tiirkiyve Giinliigii, sy. 20 (Giiz 1992), 40-42.
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iddia etmenin yaniltic1 olacagin1 sdylemek isterim. (...) bu gruplarin
higbirisi de (...) ona alternatif olabilecek orijinal bir seyler liretmek
durumunda olamamislardir.””?

Hocaoglu, tek basina yeni uluslararasi sartlara Tiirkone kadar iyimser bakmamak-
tadir. Aksine bazi firsatlar 1yi degerlendirilmezse kayiplar da yasanabilecegini soy-
lemektedir. Buna bagli olarak da Hocaoglu -ile baz1 yazarlar da-, Tiirkiye’nin kend1
modernlesmesini gerceklestirebilmesinin ve toplumsal-siyasal yapilarina uygun bir
sekiilerligi (diinyevilesme, cismanilesme) iiretebilmesinin ancak bir Islam Ronesansi
ile miimkiin olabilecegini savunmaktadirlar. Yiizyillardir gerceklestirilemeyen
Ronesans’1 bugiin miimkiin kilan ise Tiirkiye’nin sadece merkez degil artik ¢evresiy-
le de diinya diizenine baglanma imkani bulmus olmasidir. Bu anlamda da Hocaoglu,
soldan gelenlere en yakin tezi savunmaktadir.

Hocaoglu:

“Ancak, Tirkiye sinailestik¢ce ve disa agildik¢a, daha saglikli bir ente-
lektiiel kadro yetistikge bu kabil otoriter ve mutaassip kaliplar ¢oziile-
cek ve o zaman halk, bizzat kendisi ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Hakiki manada
Cagdaslagsma ya da Modernizm, ancak Sinailesme ve Demokratikles-
me ile miimkiin olup gerisi sadece entelektiiel gevezeliktir.””

1990°larin baslari itibariyla siyasette karsilig1 ve giicii yiikselen “Islami bakisin” -Is-
lamcilik degil- kendi modernlesmesini yaratarak/6ziimseyerek kitlesellesmesi, sade-
ce sag aktorlerce degil ayn1 zamanda liberal-sol aktorlerce dahi beklenir olmustu ki
onlardan bir¢ogu kapitalizasyon ve liberalizasyonun bunu kac¢inilmaz olarak bera-
berinde getirecegi diisiincesini benimsemislerdi. Yine Hocaoglu, islam’1 (“gercek™)
“tam anlamiyla” diinyevi bir din olarak degerlendirirken bu diinyeviligin laiklik ve
sekiilerlik kavramlarindan baska bir sey oldugunu savunmaktadir. Ona gore “prob-
lem ¢6zmeyi unutan Islam diinyasi, artik ya su problemi ¢ézecek ya da tam izmihlale
ugrayacaktir (...)”"°. Bir bagka deyisle bunu son sans olarak gérmektedir. Benzer
kanaatteki -Islam’1n icindeki diinyevi 6z- baz1 yazarlar da Bat1 medeniyeti kokenli

73 Durmus Hocaoglu, “Tiirk Aydininda Felsefi Zaafiyetin Temelleri”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 15, (Yaz 1991),
72.

74 Durmus Hocaoglu, “Siyaset ve Tefekkiir Tarihimizde Otorite”, Tiirkiye Giinliigi, sy. 13 (Kis 1990), 42.

75 Durmus Hocaoglu, “Sekiilarizm, Laisizm ve Tiirk Laisizmi”, Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos 1994),
71.
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“yanlis” bir laikleg(tir)menin yerine, 6zgiin bir diinyevilesme i¢in Miisliiman enteli-
jansiyay1 goreve cagirmaktadirlar ancak Hocaoglu’nun iddiasindaki i¢ tutarliliktan
da biraz uzakta kalmaktadirlar.

“Bugiin dindar ziimrenin rahatsizligi, dinin diinya islerinden ayrilmis
olmasindan degil, devletin gereksiz ve 6lgiisiiz bir bicimde din islerine
karismasindan kaynaklanmaktadir. (...) Sekiilarizm biitiin degerlerin
ruhaniyetin ve ruhanilerin baskis1 altinda bulundugu cismani ve maddi
hayatin hi¢bir anlam ifade etmedigi Hristiyan toplumunun {riiniidiir.
Islam zaten cismaniyete ve maddiyata liizumu kadar deger verdiginden
toplumda, sekiilarizasyona katiyen ihtiya¢ yoktur. (...) Laiklik, mey-
dana getirilen devlet ideolojisinin de en faal unsurudur. Oysa devletin
resmi bir ideolojisi olmamalidir. (...) istikrar da dinle devlet arasinda
kurulacak gergekei ve akilc1 bir dengeye dayanmak zorundadir.”’®

[lerleyen sayfalarda deginilecek olan “Milletin organik aydinlar1” kavramsallastir-
masin1 iireten Giirsel de Hocaoglu’na benzer bir sekilde Islamcilig1 ve Tiirk¢iiliigii de
Baticilik ile tepeden inmeci ve “aydinlatmaci” olarak yorumlayarak ¢6ziim 6nerisini
su sekilde ifade etmektedir’”:

“Bu sartlarda bize diisen, tikanan, gelismesi kdsteklenen gelenegin ig
dinamiklerini harekete gecirecek hiir ve demokratik bir ortam i¢in mii-
cadele etmek, gelenegin Oniinii agmak, tiim diinya i¢in bir kurtulus mii-
cadelesi anlamina gelmesi gereken Islam Ronesansi’ni ilerletmektir.
(...) immetin par¢alanmisligindan dolay1 ihtiyacini duydugumuz sey,
tikanmay1 ve par¢alanmay1 mutlaklastiracak olan kapali kiigiik sistem-
ler degil, hiir ve demokratik bir ortamdir.”

Yine bazi liberal yazarlar da Osmanli-Tiirk gelenegi ve Islam yorumunun, diinyevi-
lesme i¢in uygun bir zemin olusturdugunu savunarak Bati’dan alinan laikligin 6z-
gilin muadilinin iretiminin miimkiin oldugu fikrini desteklemektedirler. Fakat, onlarin
fikri tavri, ‘Misliiman’ entelijansiyay1 bu ‘modern’ kavramlar konusunda, biraz da
‘teskin etmeye’ yoneliktir. Bundan dolay1 da anlamsal Ortiismeleri ortaya koymaya
calismislardir. Erdogan’a gore: “Cumhuriyet oncesi hatta Tanzimat 6ncesi toplum-

76 Siileyman Uludag, “Islam-Devlet Iliskileri”, Tirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 13 (Kis 1990), 34-35.

77 Deniz Girsel, “Milletin Organik Aydinlarina Devam: Ronesans Olmadan Aydinlanma Olmaz”, Tiirkiye
Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos 1994), 80-84.
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sal-siyasal gelenegimiz, laikligi zorlastirict olmaktan ¢ok kolaylastirict bir 6zellik
gosteriyordu.””®

Berzeg ise Islam ve liberalizm arasinda bir dizi uyum tespitleri (kul hakki-insan hak-
lar1, hiir irade-0zgiirliik, miilkiyet hakki, tesebbiis serbestisi, kural karsisinda esitlik,
devlet yonetimi-istisare, ferdiyetgilik) ile yerli diinyevilesme fikrine katkida bulun-
maktadir:”

“Islam akidesi ile liberalizmin temel ilkeleri arasinda pek gok para-
lellikler gormek miimkiindiir. (...) Miisliiman Tiirkiye’nin, yeni diinya
diizenini yadirgamasi i¢in ciddi ve yapisal nedenler de yok. Aksine,
Miisliiman Tiirkiye, yeni diinya diizeninin Onciileri arasina katilabilir
ve bundan kendisine, gii¢, itibar, layik oldugu onciiliik mevkiini sag-
layabilir.”

Berzeg’in Islam ile “liberal diisiince” ve kiiresel diizen arasinda kurulacak uyumun
Tirkiye’yi uluslararas1 alanda basat bir giic konumuna tasiyabilecegi dnermesinin
cazibesi, sadece 1990’larin ilk yarisinda degil takip eden yillarda da 6zellikle sag
kesimin dis politika ve devlet kimligine yaklasiminda (Yeni Osmanlicilik, emperyal
cumhuriyet, vs.) kendini gostermektedir.

Ronesans gondermesinden ve beklentilerinden anlasilacagi iizere; sag cenahta ve sag
cenahin islam’la olan iliskisinde, diinyevilesme, rasyonellesme ve 6zgiirlesme (hiir
ve demokratik) i¢in “kentli bir muhatazakarligin” olusmasi ve bu “yeni merkez”i sii-
rikkleyecek “yeni bir entelijansiya”nin -milletin organik aydini- kendini gdstermesi
gerekmektedir. Fakat, bu yeni entelijansiyanin, gelisirken, milletten -ya da ¢evreden-
kopus yasamamasi gerekmektedir.

Giirsel, bu yerli ve milli entelijansiyay1 su sekilde tanimlamaktadir:®°

“Milletin organik aydini, bir gelenek arkeologudur; gelenegin kazisin-
dan elde ettikleriyle hep kendisini anlamaya ¢aligir; 6mriinii tamamla-

78 Mustafa Erdogan, “Demokrasi, Laiklik, Resmi Ideoloji”, Tirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos
1994), 115.

79 Kazim Berzeg, “Liberalizm, Din, Mislimanlik”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 29 (Temmuz-Agustos 1994),139-
140.

80 Giirsel, “Milletin Organik Aydinlarina Devam: Ronesans Olmadan Aydinlanma Olmaz”, 78-79.
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yana kadar anlamanin kaygi ve umudunu tasir. Milletin organik aydini,
mevcudun koklerini derin gelenekte arar; gelenegi ve milletin toplum-
sal nomos’unun tezahiirii demek olan devleti, biitiinliikli bir bigimde
diistinmeye gayret eder; gelenegin istikbale muhtemel uzantilarini ta-
hayyiil etmeye calisir. Milletin organik aydini, ge¢misle gelecek ara-
sindaki kokli iliskiyi ve kendi bireysel tarihi tizerindeki bu iliskinin
glicli yansimalarint bilir.”

Giirsel, Dergi’deki, “milleti mutlak tiirdeslikte gorme egilimini” de devam ettirmek-
tedir. Bunu yaparken de devleti, bu muhayyel tiirdes toplulugun, varsayilan davranis
kurallarinin/usullerinin (nomos) bir ¢iktis1 olarak nitelemektedir. Bu sadelestirmeyle
devlet kuramlarinin ilizerinde uzlas1 saglayamadigi, bizatihi devleti olusturan kosul
ve etkenleri, disarida birakmaktadir. Giirsel, milletin organik aydini’na da yiiklenen,
kesif, analiz, ¢ikarim, timevarim ve gelecek projeksiyonu gibi hayli zorlu gérevler
yiuklemektedir. Giirsel’in “gelenek tarih¢isi” yerine “gelenek arkeologu” kavramsal-
lastirmasint kullanmas1 belki de ¢evreden yetisen entelektiielin kendisinin de tahay-
yul ettigi toplumun tarihsel gelisiminin bilin(e)mezlerinin boyutu hakkinda fikir ve-
rebilmektedir. Milletin organik aydini neredeyse imkansiz bir gorevle tarih sahnesine
davet edilmektedir.

Ayvazoglu ise, ¢cevreden yetisen entelijansiyanin, “milletin 6ziini” olusturan bu tiir-
des topluluktan kopmasindan ya da yasadigi siire¢ i¢cinde ¢oktan kopmus olmasindan
endise etmektedir:®!

“Suras1 bir gergektir ki, son on yilda, Tiirkiye’de miisliiman entelijan-
siya biiyiik bir mesafe kaydetmis, hatta Bati’da ortaya ¢ikan en yeni
diistince akimlarini takip etme yarisinda 6ne ge¢cmeye baslamistir. Tiir-
kiye’nin giindemi tayin edilirken, artik Miisliman aydinlarin da fikri-
ni sormak zorunlulugu vardir. Peki gen¢ miisliiman entelijansiya ‘asil
kiitle’yi ne 6l¢iide temsil etmektedir? Tartisilmaya deger bir mesele de
budur.”

Ayvazoglu, bu pasajin alindig1 makalede, i¢ ice gecmis bir sekilde, Islamci1 ve Tiirkgii
gencin kesisimler de iceren gelisim siirecini degerlendirmektedir. Imkansizliklar ve
yetersizlikler ile baslayan bu gelisim siireci, yerli ve yabanct isimlerin muhafazakar
ve Islami alanlara katilmalar1 ya da kazanilmalari ile de baslangictaki noktasinin ¢ok

81 Besir Ayvazoglu, “Tiirkiye’de Sagct Olmak”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy.16 (Gliz 1991), 43.
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tizerinde bir yerlerde 1980’leri karsilamistir. Anlasilan odur ki gelinen noktada diin-
yaya acik penceresini genisleten ve gelistiren “Miisliiman entelektiielligin”, basladigi
noktaya yabancilasmis olmasindan endise edilmektedir. Ikinci bir kaygi da milletin
muhafaza ettigi diisiiniilen degerlerin, “organik entelektiiel” tarafindan korunup is-
len(e)memesi durumunda bizzat bu entelektiieli ylikselten sartlarin da etkisiyle “orta-
ya sacilip” dejenere olacagi kaygisidir.

Calik:

“Halk, kiiltiri muhafaza eder; ama onu gelistiremez. Kiiltiirii gelisti-
recek olan aydinlardir.”®

Ayvazoglu’na gore ise ¢cagin kosullarinda asil kiitleden agiga ¢ikanlar, dejenerasyona
gark olma yolunda gitmektedir:

“Cok uzun siire yeraltinda yasamak zorunda kalan gelenekler ve mii-
esseseler simdi yeniden, fakat ¢ok sagliksiz bir bigimde yeseriyor.”%

Ayvazoglu hem arabesklesmeyi hem de arabeski hor géren merkez kitleyi elestirdigi
bir yazisinda:

“Denebilir ki, radikal Batililasma programlarinin uygulamaya konul-
masiyla birlikte, Tiirk toplumunda arabesklesme siireci baslamistir.
Tanzimat’la birlikte baglatmak adet olmussa da, kokleri daha gerile-
re kadar giden ve genellikle aydin-biirokrat kadrolar eliyle uygulanan
Batililagsma programlarina karsi, halkin sadik kaldigi ve korumaya ca-
lisirken yozlastirdig kiiltiir de arabesk karakter tasimaktadir. Dikkatle
bakildiginda arabesk alt-kiiltiir’le, Islamec1 alt-kiiltiirlerin 1970’1i y1l-
lardan itibaren kesistigi gézlenecektir.”*.

Ayvazoglu, arabeskin gelisimini de Batililagmaya baglarken, miizik ve sinema sek-
torlerinden bu tezini destekleyici ornekler de sunmaktadir. Burada dikkat edilmesi
gereken bir husus da ¢cevre-merkez ya da halk-biirokrasi karsitliklarinda, “halk: egi-
tilmesi gereken bir kalabalik” olarak gordiigii icin merkez eliti elestiren entelektiie-

82 Mustafa Calik, “Tiirk Milliyetciligi Uzerine Baz1 Tartisma Notlar1”, 87.
83 Besir Ayvazoglu, “Gelenek ve Degisme”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 25 (Kis 1993), 23.
84 Besir Ayvazoglu, “Arabesk’in U¢ Donemi”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 5 (Agustos 1989), 14-15.
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lin, “mesele kiiltiiriin muhafazasina geldiginde” ¢evreyi ya da “asil kiitle”yi benzer
bir “kapasitesizlik” tespitiyle tanimlamasidir. Yukaridaki pasajda goriildiigii iizere,
Ayvazoglu, halkin kiiltiiri muhafaza edebilmesi hususunda Calik kadar dahi iyimser
degildir. Miisliiman entelijansiyanin da kendini ileriye doniik anlamda gelistirirken,
halkin “150 yildir yozlastirdig: kiiltiiriin” ana metinlerini okuyup degerlendirebilece-
ginden emin degildir.

Aslinda, anlasilan odur ki Ayvazoglu’nun bu endiseleri, “asil kiitle” diye tanimladig:
kitlelerin i¢cinden ddkiilen/ddkiilecek birtakim degerleri toparlayip rafine hale getire-
bilecek bir “kentli muhafazakarligin” yoklugu ile de ilgilidir. Buna géore Cumhuriyet
Devleti, sadece ¢cevre ve ¢evrenin degerleri ile baglarin1 koparmamis, ayni zamanda
da “eski merkezdeki birikimi” de bir kenara itmistir. Bu baglamda “dil ve kiiltiir me-
seleleri” one ¢ikmaktadir. Ayvazoglu, kendine 6zgii tavriyla Batililasma-Modernles-
me etkileri altinda “dejenere olmus” olarak nitelense de Osmanli merkezine de sahip
¢ikan bir durusu siirdiirmektedir.

“Bir toplantida, Topkap1 Saray1r Miizesi’ne ve Siileymaniye Kiitiipha-
nesi’ne zengin el yazmasi ve isleme koleksiyonlarini bagisladigi halde
kimsenin pek tanimadigi Nuri Arlasez beyefendiye, degeri milyarlarla
Olgiilebilen bu koleksiyonlara nasil sahip oldugunu sormustum. Verdi-
g1 cevap cok diislindiiriicliydii: ‘Evladim, hi¢ zor olmadi, onlar1 Cum-
huriyet devrinin ¢dpliiklerinden topladim!’ (...) Nuri Bey’in mecazi
manada kullandigi bu ‘¢opliik’ kelimesi trajik bir gercegi biitlin ¢ciplak-
ligiyla ifade ediyordu. Bizi biz yapan biitiin degerlerin ¢opliige atildigi
devirler yasandi.”*’

Stireklilik meselesine siyasetten ziyade kiiltiir ve edebiyat odakli yaklasan Ayvazog-
lu, Yahya Kemal’e referansla ortaya koydugu “mazi-ati” ¢izgisi stirekliliginin Ahmet
Hamdi Tanpinar’in “devam ederek degismek, degiserek devam etmek” Oonermesi ile
saglanmas1 gerektigini savunmaktadir.

“Tanpinar, bu formiile kendi birikimiyle ve diisiince kapasitesiyle ula-
sabilecek bliyiik bir fikir ve sanat adamiydi. Ancak hocasi ve dostu
Yahya Kemal’in de asag1 yukart ayn1 diisiinceyi savundugunu, ikisinin
de ozellikle Dergah Mecmuasini ¢ikardiklar1 yillarda Bergson felse-
fesinden dolayli olarak etkilendiklerini sdyleyebilirim. (...) Bilindigi

85 Ayvazoglu, “Gelenek ve Degisme”, 25.
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gibi, Bergson’a gore, suurun ilk manasi, ge¢misin halde muhafazasi
manasina gelen hafizadir. (...) Suurlu dedigimiz varligin farikalarin-
dan biri maziye dayanmak ise, digeri istikbale egilmektir.”%¢

Ayvazoglu’nun Tanpinar’a referansla kullandigi bu 6zdeyissel dnerme, 2000’ lerde
siyasal alana -modifikasyonlarla- terciime edilerek, Milli Gorliscii siyasetin kitle par-
tisine doniiglimiiniin ve yeni muhafazakar-modernin “mottosu” halini almistir. Muha-
fazakar ideolojinin kiiltiirel, sosyal ve siyasal baglarda kopus olmadan itidalli/olumlu
degisime ac¢ik oldugu iddiasin1 yansitan bu yaklasim; 1980 sonrasinda Ozal siyaseti
ve sonrasinda da Ak Parti siyasetinin teknoloji, yatirim ve disa agilma odakli moder-
nlesme-degisme sdyleminde ve siyasetinde kendini gostermistir. Kokleri “Bati’nin
teknigini (teknolojisini) alalim ama...” bakisina da uzanan bu modernlesme formii-
lasyonu, gerektiginde ¢ogulculugu da sdylemsel alanina alarak tutuculuk, bagnazlik
yani “kotli” muhafazakarlik sifatlarini cari devlet olgusunun ve o hatta konumlandi-
rilan siyasetlerin 0niine dogru itelemistir.

Edebi alandan ve edebi ruhla bakildiginda, serinkanli bir iimitvarlikla islenen bu
bakis, siyasal alanlara ge¢ildiginde yeni sorunlar ve sorunsallar da tiretebilmektedir.

Hocaoglu:

“Mehmet Akif tarafindan, ‘Islam’1 asrin irfanina sdyletmek’ seklinde
sairane bir vecize ile ifade edilen bir ilkede ifadesini bulmus olan bu
husus, Ziya Gokalp tarafindan ‘Tiirk milletindenim, Islam immetinde-
nim. Garp medeniyetindenim’ teslisi ile de pekistirilmistir. (...) yani
kimligimizin asli elemanlarin1 kaybetmeden de batili olunabilir. (...)
Biiyiik ve sistemci diisliniirleri, filozoflar1 olmasa da, naif oldugu ileri
siirtilebilse de (...) Bu fikir akiminin bugiin dahi yurdumuzda muhafa-
zakar modernistler arasinda belirli bir yerinin ve degerinin bulundugu-
nu soyleyebiliriz.”®’

Hocaoglu bu tespitiyle Tiirk diisiinsel hayatinin 6ne ¢ikan, kendine gore, bir “zaafi-
na” deginmektedir. Bu aliskanlik 1990’larin degisim-direnis karsitliginda da kendini
gostermektedir. Aktorlerin belagatli aforizmalari, islenmeden ve derinlestirilmeden
sloganlastirilarak siyasal alanin kullaniminda sekillendirilip sonrasinda da cekistiri-

86 Ayvazoglu, “Gelenek ve Degisme”, 23-24.

87 Hocaoglu, “Sekiilarizm, Laisim ve Tiirk Laisizmi”, 57.
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lerek suistimal edilmektedir. Aforizmalara ve sloganlara felsefi derinlik sanilar1 ekle-
nerek onlardan siyasal kerametler beklenmektedir. Siyasal alana terciime edilen “sii-
reklilikler iginde degismeci” iddia da bu yiizden “bir elde Kuran bir elde bilgisayar”
temennisinin 0tesinde bir sofistikasyona ulagamamistir. Bilginin ve teknigin, kiiltiir
ve ideolojiler tizerindeki kaginilmaz ve sonuglar1 6ngoriilemez degistirici etkileri pek
de hesaba katilmamaktadir. Dergi’de bilgi ve kiiltiir arasindaki iliskiye “farkli yak-
lasim denemeleri” de gdze carpmaktadir. Alkan, iki farkli Dergi temasi i¢inde, bu
konuya temas edip ortaya tartisma sorular1 koymustur:

“‘Ulu Hakan’ Abdiilhamid ise Yildiz Saray1i’nin bahgesine yaptirdigi
mini tiyatro binasinda saray efradina operet temsil ettirmekten, ke-
rimelerine piyano dersi aldirmaktan ve yatmadan dnce ucuz Fransiz
polisiye romanlar1 dinlemekten zevk alan bir muhafazakardi. ... Padi-
sahin1 evliya ile bir tutan ahali, temsilcisi olduguna inandig1 dnderle-
rini bugiin bile terketmis degildir. ... Onlara Istiklal Marsimizin sairi
Mehmet Akif Bey’le Baha Tevfik’in, Sehbenderzade Filibeli Ahmet
Hilmi Bey’le Abdullah Cevdet’in, Necip Fazil’la Orhan Veli’nin as-
linda Bati retorigi hususunda hemfikir olduklarini sdyleyemezsiniz;
incinir ve itiraz ederler. Halbuki, zit kutuplar1 temsil ettigine inanilan
bu sembol isimler arasinda Bat1 retorigi agisindan sadece mesrep farki
vardir. Bu eshasin kaffesi, Bati’nin ‘ilim ve teknigini’ iktibas etmek
hususunda hemfikir ve ayni siddette hahiskar idiler.”*®

“Bat1 menseli bilgiyle ancak, Bati’nin bugiin ulastigi nimet ve prob-
lemlere varabiliriz. Batili bilgi, Batili kurum ve degerlerin sozciisii,
tastyicisi ve savunucusudur. Buna talip miyiz? ... Her kiiltiiriin kendi
gercegi vardir, Oyleyse kendi bilgisi de olmalidir.”®

Alkan, bu farkindalik ve tartisma onerisiyle Osmanli-Cumhuriyet siirekliliginde mer-
kezin i¢ ¢eliskilerine isaret ederken, meselenin derinliklerine inildiginde karsilasi-
lacak zorlu ve karmasik yapiya dikkat ¢ekmeyi amaglamaktadir. Konu, yine nihaye-
tinde 19. ylizy1l Osmanli’sinin ve Cumhuriyet’in varligini siirdiirebilme kaygisiyla
yoneldigi Batililagmaya, bu tercihin karsitlarinin tiim bakis agilarini etkiledigi gerce-

88 Alkan, “Bir Toplum Pusulas1 Olarak, Kaybettigimiz Nirengileri Yeniden Hatirlamanin Onemi Uzerine”,
10.

89 Ahmet Turan Alkan, ““Bilgi Yili’ ve ‘Bilgi Toplumu’ Uzerine Kiigiik Bir Muhalefet Serhi”, Tiirkiye
Giinliigii, sy. 12 (Giiz 1990), 10-11.
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gine gelip dayanmaktadir.

Alkan, Baticiligin Tiirk diistinsel ve pratik hayatindaki etkilerini yasam tarzi ve re-
torige deginerek yineler. Ardindan, “Bati kaynakl1 bilgiyle ancak Bati’nin olumlu ve
olumsuz ¢iktilarina ulasilabilecegi” tespitiyle okuyucuyu bir tercih yapmaya davet
eder ve belirgin bir determinizme yonelir. Daha 6nce Osmanli’nin Batililagmasini
15. yiizyila dayandiran Alkan, yaklasik 600 yil sonra yeni bir 6z bilginin iiretimine
baslanmas1 gerektigini one siirer.

Bununla birlikte konu genelde “uygarlik kiimeleri” sorunsalina ¢ekildikge, tartisma
zaman zaman rasyonel temellerden uzaklasip bireylerin ve sivil toplumun rolii goz
ardi edilebilmektedir. Toplumu tiirdes bir yap1 olarak gormeye egilimli bakis agisi, bu
felsefi sorular1 devlet ve iilke diizleminde ele alma geregi hissetmektedir.

Hocaoglu ise, “16. ylizyil ile baslayarak Bati’daki gelismelerin gerisinde ve ‘disinda’
kalan, 19. yiizyilda ‘bagisiksiz’® oldugu milliyet¢ilik dalgasi ile karsilasan Impara-
torluk yapisinin elitleri ne yapmaliydi1?” sorusuna su cevabi vermektedir:

“Bunun bdyle olusu bir bakima bir zaruret olarak miitalaa edilmelidir.
(...) zira, Tanzimat bir aydin hareketi degil, saray ricalinin ‘tepeden’
baslattiklar: bir devlet kurtarma harekatidir. (...) boyle bir seyin acaba
alternatifi var mi, varsa kim gosterdi de reddedildi? (...) zaten diren-
me gelenegi olmayan toplumun biitiin yapist bu suretle tepeden tir-
naga degistirilmistir. (...) Stiphesiz Tanzimat hi¢ yapilmamis olsaydi
durum daha da vahim olurdu, Osmanli devleti, mesela bir Orta Asya
diinyasinin akibetine ugrardi. (...) Tiirkiye’yi aldig1 noktanin daha ile-
risine degil daha gerisine gotiirmiistiir, o sebeple basarisizdir.”!

Hocaoglu, bu duruma matematiksel bir agiklama getirmektedir aslinda. Ozetle ve en
yalin haliyle “Tanzimat bizi geri gotiirdii fakat yapilmasaydi1 daha da geri bir noktaya
gidecektik.” demektedir. Bunu da asagidaki alintida ancak eldeki insan sermayesinin

90 “Osmanli Imparatorlugu milliyetler ¢aginin en bagisiksiz devletidir. Osmanli imparatorlugu’nun
yiizyillarca titizlikle uyguladigi “Millet Sistemi”, yani kiiltiirel hukuki 6zerklige dayali etnik siyasi
yapisi, milliyetgilikle birlikte patlamaya hazir bir bombaya doniismiistiir. (...) Yunan Bagimsizlig: ile ilk
ciddi darbeyi yemesi, durumun vahametini gostermektedir.” Miimtaz’er Tiirkone, “Milli Devlet, Laiklik,
Demokrasi”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, Say1 29 (Temmuz-Agustos 1994), 25.

91 Hocaoglu, “Siyaset ve Tefekkiir Tarihimizde Otorite”, 51. Not: Kalinlagtirma ¢alismanin yazari
tarafindan gerceklestirilmistir.
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kapasitesi ile aciklayabilmektedir ki merkez elitin bu kapasitesinin imparatorlugun
imkan(sizlik) ve zorluklarindan bagimsiz olmadigini da eklemek gerekmektedir:

Hocaoglu:

“Fakat, bu fikirlerin ¢ok fazla ciddiye alinacak, derin felsefi nitelikleri
bulundugu sanilmamalidir. Bunlar, Avrupa’ya giden ve ¢ogu, gazeteci
kiltlirt seviyesinde olan eshasin, hemen daima da ikinci, iigiincii eller-
den 6grendigi fikirlerdi. Gazeteci zihniyetinin egemen olmasi, higbir
seyin derinlemesine kavranilmamasi sonucunu doguruyordu. Ve daha
da kotiisii, bu bir model oluyordu. Ciddi, geleneksel anlamiyla, ‘felse-
fi’ bir diistince akim1 olusmadi1 ama, ¢ok yerde liimpen oldugu sdylene-
bilecek bir ‘Avrupailik Romantizmi’ hasil oldu.”®*

Hocaoglu’nun bu Tanzimat aydini1 degerlendirmesinden 1990°lara bir ¢izgi ¢ekildi-
ginde, degisim talep eden kanaat 6nderi aktorlerin (“eshasin™), tirettigi fikirlerin ve
baslattiklar1 s6ylemsel dinamiklerin yine jurnalistik bantta (“gazeteci kiiltiirii seviye-
sinde”) seyrettigi goriilmektedir. Bu benzerlik, Tilirkiye’nin son 200 yi1ldaki en 6nemli
siirekliliklerinden birini ortaya koymaktadir ve nedensellikleri, bu ¢alismanin ¢apini
asan analizlere muhtactir. Kurtarict misyon yiiklenen bilginin, degisimci romantiz-
mi beraberinde getirmesi ya da ona gark olmasi ise Hocaoglu’nun dikkat ¢ekici bir
tespitidir. Beri taraftan derinlikli ve rasyonel diisiince, siyasal alana bu tiir pratik
ve kullanigh fikirleri ve sdylemleri sunamamaktadir. Bu ¢alismada ¢evreden yetisen
yeni entelektiielin, ayn1 soldan gelen simetrikleri gibi, siyasal alanda aceleciliklere
diistiikleri diisiinilmektedir. 1990’1ar itibariyla olaganiistli bir degisim ¢agina giril-
digi algisi, bu 0zel fazin tarihte diizeltmeler yapma imkanlar1 sundugu kanaatleri,
artik fikri-siyasal-sinifsal iistiinliiglin saglandig1 gozlemleri ve de ge¢ kalinmamasi
gerektigi algisi; bu yeni entelektiieli 6n alma c¢abalarina ve dolayisiyla aceleciliklere
sevk etmistir.

Doneminde onemli bir entelektiiel platform olusturan Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi’nin
ozellikle bir konuda “hakki teslim edilmelidir.” Bu olusum, bir anlamda, ¢evreden
yetisen entelektiielin merkeze meydan okuyusuna ve merkezin aktorlerinin yerine ta-
lip olusuna bir mecra sunmustur. Bu anlamda da basar1 kazanilmistir. Bundan dolay1
da Dergi’deki ana aktorler ve iddialari, Osmanli-Cumhuriyet ¢izgisinde ¢cok onemli
bir fazin diisiinsel ve siyasal hayatinin etkileyenleri ve de sekillendirenleri arasinda

92 Hocaoglu, “Sekiilarizm, Laisim ve Tiirk Laisizmi”, 48-49.
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yer almislardir.
Alkan, 1980 oncesi sag entelektiializmin durumunu su sekilde tarif etmektedir:

“Tiirkiye’de sag, hi¢cbir zaman bir aydin hareketi olamadi. (...) sagin
durdugu yer, entelektiiel bir hareketin mayalanmasi i¢in ¢ok elverissiz-
di. (...) Ama sag, bir aydin hareketi olmayi, hi¢ degilse bu goriintiiyi
vermeyi siddetle arzu ediyordu. Bu arzu en yiiksek ifadesini ‘Aydinlar
Ocagi’nda bulur. Bu tercihte, sagda da aydin yetisebildigi, sagcilarin
da aydin olabildigi iddiasinin pay1, herhalde biiylik olmalidir. (...) sag
hi¢cbir zaman entelektiiel bir potansiyel yaratamadi: Gazete yazarlari,
O0gretmenler, profesorler, taktisyenler ve teknisyenler yetistirdi. Ama
entelektiiel degil!”}

1980’lerle birlikte ise Osmanli-Cumhuriyet “cevre” ¢izgisi, belki de daha dnce elde
etmedigi bir “potansiyel” ve “imkana” kavusmustur ve bu kazanim gitgide gelismis
ve genislemistir. Daha ac¢ik bir ifadeyle ¢evre kaynakli giicler, bin yillik zamansal
diizlemde merkezi belki de hi¢ bu kadar “fetih”e yakin olmamis, higbir zaman da bu
yogunlukta entelektiiel baski kuramamislardir. 1990°lardaki entelektiiel ve iktisadi
genislemeye 2000’lerde siyasal boyut da eklenmistir.

Cevreden yetisen entelektiiel de aslinda hem bu basarisinin hem de “zamanin” kendi
lehine dondiigiiniin farkindadir. Bati’da iiretim iliskileri ¢ergevesinde gelismis olan
sinifsal miicadelenin, Tiirkiye’de sosyolojik tabanli “ydnetim iliskileri” ¢er¢evesinde
gelistiginin ve “bir siire de boyle devam edecegi ger¢egini” gérmiislerdir:

“Laik elitler, 60’11 y1llara kadar cahil, gerici ve bagnaz olarak niteleyip
hor gordiikleri kitlenin ¢ocuklarinin; 80’11 yillarda biirokraside, tica-
ri hayatta, egitim kurumlarinda, basinda... kisaca gericilik, ¢cagdisilik
soylemiyle devre dist birakilamayacak bir konumda, kendilerinin yer-
lerini almaya aday, en kuvvetli rakip oldugunu farketmeye baslayinca,
sanki iizerine konduklar1 mirasin ger¢ek sahibini gérmiis gibi panige
kapildilar.”?*

93 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Tiirkiye’de Sagin Tarihine Buruk Bir Derkenar”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 16 (Giiz
1991), 6.

94 Mustafa Omer Satilmaz, “Laik Cevre Aydinlarinin Yeni Ekmek Kapisi: Islam Arastirmalar1”, Tiirkiye
Giinliigii, sy.14 (Bahar 1991), 100.
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Dergi’de bir¢cok yazar, yukarida da ifade edildigi gibi, sagin on yillarca kendi ente-
lektiiellerini yetistirememesini ve ¢evre kdkenli sag kesimin i¢inde yasadigi yasam-
sal “gergekleri”, sosyo-kiiltiirel planda degerlendirilebilecek “sinifsal” bir mantikla
aciklamaktadir. Cevreden yetisen genclerin egitim siirecinde yasadiklari zorluklar,
“biiyiiksehirlere geldiklerinde yalniz kalmamak (dayanigsmak) i¢in entelektiiel verim-
lilikten uzak otoriter karakterli siyasi-kiiltiirel ortamlara mecbur kalmalar1”, “savun-
duklar1 degerler baglaminda kendilerini hep savunmada hissetmeleri” yukariya dogru

hareketliligin 6niindeki zorluklardir.
Alkan:

“... koti beslenmis, kiytirik mekteplerde okumus ve tasra yalnizligini
biiyiik sehrin iirkiiten baskis1 altinda el ele tutusarak yenmeye calisan
koylii-proleter-mini burjuva ¢ocuklart sagct yeni burjuvazi ve devletci
biirokrasinin kanli bifteklerle besleyerek ekalliyet kolejlerinde okuttu-
gu ¢ikolata ¢ocuklar1 solcu roliine soyunmuslardi. (...) biitiin bir nesli
ecis-biiciis birakan kompleksler kumkumasi i¢inde, nasiyesi temiz ol-
manin kompleksini yasarlar ve hangi liseden mezun olduklar1 soruldu-
gunda da ezilirlerdi (hala 6yle midir? Tiirkiye’de sag, hi¢cbir zaman bir
aydin hareketi olmadi. Bunun i¢in goniilsiizdii denilemez, ama sagin
durdugu yer, entelektiiel bir hareketin mayalanmasi i¢in ¢ok elveris-
sizdi denilebilir.)”?’

Calik:

“Biitiin bu ‘meddiicezir’ i¢inde Anadolu’dan kopup gelen insanlar,
ozellikle yiiksek tahsil icin milyonluk sehirlere akan geng insanlar igi-
ne girdikleri bu yeni ¢evrede, dogup biiylidiikleri kdy ve kasabalarda
rastlamadiklari bu yeni yap1 ve iliskiler ag1 ortasinda her seyden 6nce
ve her seyden ¢ok sosyal yalnizlik ve hayat tarzi ile ilgili kiiltiirel fark-
lilikla yiiz ytlize geldiler. Onlarin sosyal tipi koylii veya kasabaliydi,
¢ekingendi, mahcuptu, yeni girdikleri ¢cevreyi temsil edenlerin tipi ise
sehirli, renkli, rahat ve ‘alafranga’ydi.””®

Alkan ve Calik’1in betimledikleri cevre kdkenli gencin karsisina yerlestirdikleri geng-

95 Ahmet Turan Alkan, “Tiirkiye’de Sagin Tarihine Buruk Bir Derkenar”, 6-11.

96 Calik, “Tiirk Milliyetciligi Uzerine Baz1 Tartisma Notlar1”, 86-87.
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lik ise, solda olsalar bile, aslinda merkezde konumlandirilabilecek ailelerin ¢ocuk-
laridir. “Belki de bundan dolay1 da 1990’larda ayni1 “anti-miiesses nizam” karsitli-
ginda bulustuklar1 ve onlara yaklagsmaya c¢alisan soldan gelenlere giivenmemislerdi.”
Onlari, karsilarina aldiklar1 Osmanli-Cumhuriyet modernlesmesinin {iriinleri olarak
degerlendirmekten kendilerini alamamislardi. Aralarindaki farklilik, iiretim iligki-
lerinin belirleyiciliginden ziyade merkez-¢evre karsitligi kaynakli olarak birtakim
imkanlara ulasip ulasama durumlar1 ve hayat tarzi farkliliklaridir. Onlarin géziinde
merkez, biirokrasi ve ona bagli burjuvazinin oligarsisidir. Bu burjuvazi ise Bati’daki
“gelismenin” katalizorii ve siirikleyicisi burjuvazi degildir. Ayvazoglu da bir yazisin-
da sinifsal/anti-elitist bir vurguyla “bir kez daha” merkezdeki oligarsinin akrabalik
iligkilerine dikkat ¢ekmek istemektedir:

“Kolejlerde okumak ve Avrupa’da yiiksek 6grenim gérmek, Tirkiye’de
¢ok uzun bir siire belirli bir ziimrenin imtiyazi olmustur. Bu bakimdan
yabanci dil bilenler, ¢ogunlukla, yoneticilerin, biirokratlarin, hariciye-
cilerin ve zenginlerin ¢ocuklariydi. (...) Bugiin iletisim kanallarini ve
kiiltiirel iktidar1 ellerinde tutanlarin secerelerine bir goz atilirsa, soy-
lediklerimin dogrulugu anlasilacaktir.”®’

9% ¢¢

Ayvazoglu’nun bahsettigi “iletisim kanallar1 ve kiiltiirel iktidar”, “giinlimiiz siyase-
ti”nin de konusudur.

Bu metinde daha 6nce de bahsedilen “dil” meselesi, Dergi sayilari iginde miistakil bir
konu olarak ele alinmamis olsa da merkeze meydan okuyan ¢evre kokenli sag ente-
lektlializmin retorik -ve baglantili olarak sdylemsel- {istlinliigii ele ge¢cirme faaliyeti-
nin 6nemli unsurlarindan biri olarak one ¢ikmaktaydi. Dergi’de “dilin kurucu diinya
gOriisii ve uygulamalarinin, ge¢cmisle kopus¢u yaklasiminin en 6nemli unsurlarindan
biri oldugu goriisi”, acikca kendini gostermektedir. Aktorlerin biiylik cogunlugunca,
“dil” ve baglantil1 olarak kiiltiir -egitim-, “din” ile uygarlik kiimesi degistirme siya-
setinin 6nemli araglarindan biri olarak kabul edilmektedir.

Hocaoglu, Tanzimat aydinini elestirirken “yine” hakkini vermektedir:
“Tanzimat oncesi Tiirk aydint hemen sadece Dogu kiiltiiriinii tanirken,

Tanzimat aydinlari hem Dogu hem de Batiy1 birlikte tanimaya gay-
ret etmislerdir. (...) gittikge Dogu ile, klasik kiiltiir ile ilgilenenlerin,

97 Ayvazoglu, “Tirkiye’de Sagci Olmak™, 41-42.
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Arapca ve Fars¢a’ya muttali olanlarin sayis1i azalmakta, Tiirk irfani bii-
tlin-biitiine yiiziinii Garba tevcih etmektedir ki bu siire¢ sonralar1 daha
da hizlanacak ve bilhassa Cumhuriyet doneminde eski ile baglantili
olmak, adeta bir 6zel ihtisas sahibi olmak mesabesine gelecek, Tiirk
aydinlar1 kendi dilleri ile kaleme alinmis eserler karsisinda daha immi
olacaktir. Bunun, baska hicbir 6rnegi olmayan bir kiiltiir yitkim1 demek
oldugu miinakasa kaldirmaz bir husustur.”®

Harf Inkilabi’nin hizli ve keskin bir sekilde uygulanmasi, Tiirkgelestirme ve sade-
lestirme siiregleri, diger bir ifadeyle Batililagsma yonelimi ile dil ve kiiltiir arasindaki
ilintiler, yeni entelektiiellere gore devletin arzu ettigi sekilde “mazi-ati” ¢izgisi {lize-
rinde dramatik kopuslara neden olmustur:

Ayvazoglu ise, dil konusuna yaklasimini dahi, hisimli siyasal karsitliginin “iginden
gecirerek” ifade etmektedir:

“Yeni yetisen nesilleri adeta dilsiz birakan ‘0ztilirk¢e’, solun temel da-
yanaklarini yitirmis, Tiirk toplumunun ruhuna asla niifuz edememis
soyut fikir diinyasi i¢in bi¢ilmis kaftandi. Baska bir ifadeyle, Tiirk
solcusunun ugrastigr meseleler nasil Tiirk toplumunun meseleleri de-
gilse, bunlar1 ifade ederken kullandig: dil de Tiirk toplumunun dili
degildi. Tirk Dil Kurumu’nda ‘tiim ilerici ve ¢agdas aydinlar’ kafa
kafaya verip anlasilmaz bir kinle Tiirk¢e’deki ‘tiim gerici’ unsurlari
temizlemeye c¢alisirken, kelimelerin ge¢misten bugiine adeta imbikten
gecirerek aktardig kiiltiirel 6zii ve ifade inceliklerini de satirdan gegir-
diler. Tiirk¢e, tam rayina oturmus ve en giizel eserlerini vermeye basla-
misken, Batic1 ve solcularin yuvalandig: Tiirk Dil Kurumu’ndan yedigi
satirla kusa donmiisgtiir. Daha da 6nemlisi, ‘ilericiligin ve ¢cagdasligin
on kosulu uydurma s6zciikleri kullanmaktir’ mantigiyla aydinimsilarin
ve ilericilik heveslisi yeni yetmelerin kolayca ‘doldurusa’ getirilmele-
ridir. (...) Asil kiitleden kopuk, yapma bir diinyada, yapma bir dille,
edebiyatin da, fikir iiretmenin de miimkiin olmadigin1 anlayanlar var,
fakat bunu itiraf etme diiriistliigiinii itiraf edecek yok denecek kadar

az 2799

98 Hocaoglu, “Tiirk Aydininda Felsefi Zaafiyetin Temelleri”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, 73.

99 Ayvazoglu, “Tiirkiye’de Solcu Olmak”, 82.
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Ozellikle Dergi’nin gekirdek kadrosundan yazarlar, bu kiiltiirel kopusa giincel Tiirk-
cede kullanilmayan s6z dagarcigini ve Osmanlica gramerini kullanma gayretiyle tep-
kilerini géstermislerdir. Durmus Hocaoglu, Ahmet Turan Alkan ve Besir Ayvazoglu,
bu anlamda one ¢ikan yazarlardir. Recai Giillapdan ve Molla Kasim miistear isimleri
ile yazilan mizah yazilarinda da dilde “asla riicu edisci” bu tavir izlenebilmektedir.
Bu yazilarda, “geleneksel siyasetlerin konusu oldugu” giincele hicivle yaklasilirken,
bir bakima da cari devlet olgusunun iirettigi geleneksel siyasetler mizahin konusu
haline getirilmektedir. Dergi’de Tiirkiye saginin ge¢en on yillarda entelektiiel durus
gelistiremedigi oto-kritigi yapilirken diger taraftan da bu cenahta nelerin “muhafaza”
edilebildigi sergilenmektedir. “Ekalliyet” kolejlerinde okuyup Bati1 dilleri kdkenli ke-
limeleri climlelerine serpistiren “Baticilara” nazire yapilmaktadair.

Calismanin baslarinda, Batililasma etrafinda gelisen tartismalarin, aslinda “Tiirki-
ye’nin hangi medeniyet alaninda (uygarlik kiimesi) olmas1 gereklidir?” sorusunun bir
tezahiirii oldugu ifade edilmeye calisilmisti. 1980 sonrasinda gelisen sag entelektiia-
lizmin de temel argiimaninin, “cari devlet kimliginin var olan ulusal kimligi temsil
etmedigi” Onermesi lizerinden gelistigi belirtilmisti. Bu konudaki sag perspektifin
toplumu da devleti de tiirdes ve yekpare gérme egilimini bir kenara birakilacak olur-
sa “emperyal cumhuriyet” 6zleminin besledigi siyasal duygular, “Neo Osmanlicilik”
kavramsallastirmasinda kendini bulan bir kimlik hayalini {iretmistir. Tamamen jurna-
listik bir tiretim olan bu kavramin kaderi, 6zdeslestirildikleri aktorler tarafindan dahi
tam olarak sahiplenilmese de daha ¢ok karsitlarinin kullanimlar1 ve giindemde tut-
malar1 sayesinde neredeyse otuz yili1 geckindir yasamaktadir. Tiirkiye Giinliigii Der-
gisi de bu 6zdeslestirmelerden ve yakistirmalardan nasibini almistir. Bu da Dergi’nin
Osmanli-Cumhuriyet modernlestirmesine genel yaklasimindan, bunun 6ncesinde -ta-
rihsel olarak- “6z” arayislarindan ve yine Dergi’nin basindaki Mustafa Calik’1n agik-
likla ifade ettigi “emperyal cumhuriyet” vizyonundan kaynaklanmaktadir.

Fakat bir diger taraftan da yine Dergi’de Ikinci Cumhuriyet’in konu edildigi sayida
yer alan bir makalede, “0z”deki kimlik arayislarina yonelik su elestirel ifadeler, géze
carpmaktadir:

“Kimlik arayis1 bir 6z’{in arayis1 haline dondiigiinde tehlike baglamak-
ta. Kimlik arayisini, digerlerinin arasinda bir var olma bigiminin se¢i-
mi ve iligski bi¢cimi olarak algilamak daha ileriye doniik ve olumlu bir
bakis acisi; en azindan daha medeni. (...) Yeni Osmanlilik kavraminda
ifadesini bulan yeni ulusal kimlik arayislarinda da benzeri bir tehlike-
nin ipuglarini yakalamak miimkiin. Yeni kimligin bir iliski se¢cimi de-
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gil de bir 6z’lin degerlendirilmesi olarak ele alinmas1 diger kimlikleri
22100

dislayan bir strateji.
Oncelikle belirtmek gerekir ki 1992 sonlarinda yayinlanan bu makalede Aksoy ve
Robins, Dergi’nin o ana kadarki iceriklerini takip ettikleri anlasilmaktadir. Birincil
olarak “Ikinci Cumhuriyet” kavramini ele alan bu makale, Dergi’deki 6z arayisla-
rina (asla riicu etme, gelenek arkeologlugu, vs.) ve o donemde popiilerlesen “Yeni
Osmanlicilik” kavramina yonelik elestirel argiimanlar ortaya koymaktadir. Makale
temel olarak saglikli bir kimlik ingasinin “giincelin kosullarina gore” iiretilebilecegi-
ni, “muhayyel ge¢mise dayanan” 6z arayislarinin ise biiylik olasilikla basarisizlikla
sonuc¢lanabilecegini “tehlike” kelimesiyle ifade etmektedir. Karsit goriislere de yer
verilebilmesi, tabii ki Dergi’nin entelektiiel bakist acisindan 6nemli ve olumlu bir
ayrint1 olarak not edilmelidir.

Calik’1n, daha 6nce de bu metin i¢inde defalarca ifade edilen “emperyal cumhuriyet”-
¢i bakis acisin1 anlayabilmek i¢in belki de su alintiyla bagslamak gerekmektedir:

“Felsefesi miisliiman, kaynag yerli, zemini milli, perspektifi evrensel
bir kiiltiirel kimlik; eksiksiz bir demokrasi; insan ve tabiat degerlerini
hice saymayan fakat diinya devleriyle yarisabilen bir iktisadi yap1 ve
her alanda degerlilerin 6ne ¢iktig1 toplumsal bir hiyerarsi(dir) (...)
Tiirkiye artik ne ‘Kemalizm’e s18ar, ne de ‘Ikinci Cumhuriyet’le yetinir.
(...) Turkiye yeni bir Osmanli sentezi ve ‘emperyal’ bir Cumhuriyet
istiyor!”!'%!

En sondan baslamak gerekirse Calik, diger bircok yazar gibi, “Ikinci Cumhuriyet”
kavramsallastirmasini tartisma dis1 birakarak, bunu zimni olarak da olsa Batililas-
manin ve Cumhuriyet’in kurucu diinya gorlisiiniin 0z-elestirel bir uzantist olarak
degerlendirenlere katilmaktadir. Calik’in 6zledigi emperyal devlete entegre etmeye
calistig1 sifatlar ise “yi1gma” 6zellikler tasimakla birlikte ¢ok genis bir kesimden ge-
lecek soru ve taleplere bastan cevap vermis olma kaygisi géstermektedir. Makalenin
onermeleri entelektiiel bir insadan ziyade siyasal parti vaatlerinin “kaygisizligini” ta-
stmaktadir. Bu alintida Calik’in perspektifine dair en 6nemli ve not edilmesi gereken
unsur, “Osmanli sentezine dayanan emperyal bir cumhuriyet” arayisidir.

100 Asu Aksoy ve Kevin Robins, “Bir Medenilesme Projesi I¢in Notlar: II. Cumhuriyet, Medya ve
Demokrasi”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 20, (Gliz 1992), 64-65.

101 Mustafa Calik, “Miras Davasinda Yol Ayrimi: Hangi Tiirkiye?”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 19 (Yaz 1992), 59.
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Calik, sagdan ve soldan bazi “pro-aktif dis politika savunucular1” gibi biliylik devlet
kimligine biiriiniilemez ise kayba (toprak, mevzi, gii¢, vs.) ugranilacagini savunur.
Dolayisiyla “Biiyiimek, Tiirkiye’nin kaderidir.” ve bu kadere de sahip ¢ikilmasi ge-
rekmektedir. Diger bir¢ok Dergi yazari, muhayyilelerini genellikle “tarih”e kanalize
edip maziye odaklanirken, romantik yayilmaciligin1 (“nazim gii¢”) analitik veriler-
den ve dayanaklardan ¢ok ilahi kadere baglayan Calik’in muhayyilesi ise biiyiik 6l-
ciide gelecege doniiktiir:

“(...) Adriyatik sahillerinden Cin Seddi’ne kadar uzanan bu efsunlu
cografyada, bu ugsuz bucaksiz cografyanin dolasik yollarinda kutup
yildiz1 olmaktan baska bir misyonun bizi artik cezbetmedigi de asikar-
dir. (...) Bundan sonra, artik, ‘Kaderde ne varsa olur, o olacak de-
mekten’ ve bu mutlu kaderi bir an evvel yasamaya baslamaktan baska
tercihimiz olamaz. 2000’1 yillarin biiytik Tiirkiye’sinin, siiper Tiirki-
ye’sinin, eski diinya kara par¢asinin nazim giicli olacak Tiirkiyesi’nin
tarihi, siyasette, kiiltiirde, sosyal ve ekonomik hayatta hangi esaslar
iizerine oturacaktir? Bunlar asagi yukari belli olmustur. (...)”!%?

“Evet, simdi bize yeni bir ‘dil’ lazim, yeni bir siyaset ve diplomasi dili
(...) Ne kadar uzak durmaya caligsak da goriinen o ki, bundan bdyle
Osmanlica konusacagiz; zira sartlar bize ‘Tiirk¢e’yi Osmanlica konus-
maktan gayri ¢ikar yol birakmiyor. (...) Tiirkiye ya degisecektir ya da
kiigiilecektir. (...)ciinkii ‘atalarin diniyle’ dogru yolu bulma sans1 artik
hi¢ mi hi¢ kalmadi.”!%

Calik da Tiirkone gibi bizi 6zden uzaklastiran Batililagma/cagdaslasma sapmasinda
sona gelindigi kanaatindedir ve artik Tiirkiye’nin oniinde “Hacet Kapilart Ag¢ilmis-
tir,”104;

“Tiirkiye ve Tiirk toplumu Bat1 kompleksini de, Batililasma problemi-
ni de, onun daha sik bir ambalajla ‘cagdaslasma’ diye sunulan ‘ikinci
yiizii’niin ¢ikmazlarini da biiyiik 6l¢iide asmistir. (...) 18. asrin son-

102 Mustafa Calik, “Ankara Toplantilart A¢ilis Konusmas1”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 20 (Giiz 1992), 118-119.

103 Mustafa Calik, “Neo-Osmanli Tartismalarina Sade Bir Derkenar”, Tiirkiye Giinliigii, sy. 21 (Kis 1992),
57-58.

104 Mustafa Calik “Tiirkiye’nin Oniinde Hacet Kapilar1 Agilmistir”, Tiirkive Giinliigii, sy. 19 (Yaz 1992).
Not: Turgut Ozal ile Miilakat.
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larinda baslayan bu tarihin son dénemini, deyim yerindeyse uzatma
dakikalarini yasiyoruz. Fakat, bu oyun bundan fazla uzayamaz. Sonu-
na geldik. (...) Bu siire¢le birlikte yeni bir tarih yasamaya baslayaca-
g12.710

Calik’1n perspektifi ve sOylemlerinin siyasal alanla yakin baglantis1 bir kenara bira-
kilacak olursa bu bakisin, Dergi’de yogunlasan 6z arayislarinin bir anlamda mitos
yaratma kismini temsil ettigi goriilmektedir. Batililagsma ile zindana tikilan “nazim
glic”iin artik giin 15181na ¢ikma zamani gelmistir. Toplum tiirdestir, devlet yekparedir,
siyasetin sinirlar1 tanimlanmistir, kutsallar hazirdir, dis kosullar (diinya) amadedir...

Sonug¢

1989 yilinda yayin hayatina baslayan Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi, farkli goriislerden
yazarlara da sayfalarinda yer vermesi hasebiyle de onemli ve donemine 151k tutan
bir fikir ve sdoylem platformu olmustur. Dergi’nin siirekli yazarlarinin yazilarindaki
bileskeye ve yonelime bakildiginda iilke siyasetinin, 6zellikle sag siyasetin ve kendi
gOrgiil tecriibelerinin yaninda cari devlet yapisinin, bununla ilintili siyasal merkezin
ve merkez siyasetin fikri ve siyasal kokleri hem tartisilmaya acilmakta hem de de-
gisim(ler) talep edilmektedir. Bunun da 6tesinde merkeze ve devlete talip olunmak-
tadir. Bu haliyle de Dergi, 1990’lar itibariyla aktérden gelen degisim taleplerini ve
bu aktorlerin olusturduklar1 koalisyonlart odagina alan sdylemselci yeni kurumsalci
devlet kuraminin dogal analiz konusu olabilecek niteliktedir.

Degisim taleplerinin genel anlamda felsefi diizeyde (kurucu diinya goriisii, weltans-
chauung) kendini géstermesinden ve genis bir spektrumu kapsamasindan dolayi da,
merkez-cevre sablonunu siyasal alana tasiyan Heper’in devlet-merkezci siyaset analizi
literatiiriinden -yeni kurumsalciligin dnciilii- alip Osmanli-Cumhuriyet devlet gelene-
g1 ¢izgisine uyguladigi askincilik ve aragsalcilik kavramlarina bagvuruldu. Dergi’nin
siirekli ve kurumsal denebilecek yazarlari, umumiyetle kiiltiiralist olarak tanimlana-
bilecek zaviyelerden de olsa devletin askinci 6zelligi ve bu istikametteki tercihlerini
ve uygulamalarini elestirmekte fakat toplumsal ve siyasal sektorlerin devlet aygitinda
olabildigince dengeli ve orantili (uzlasma icerisinde) bir sekilde temsil edilebilecegi
bir arac¢salc1 model arayis1 ya da anlatis1 Dergi’de kendini gostermemektedir. Bahsi
gecen yillar itibariyla konu heniiz o safhalara gelebilmis degildir. Kaldi1 ki yazida da

105 Mustafa Calik, “Tiirklesmek, Islamlasmak, Muasirlasmak”, Yeni Toplum, sy. 1 (Mayis-Haziran 1992),
36-38.
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bahsedildigi iizere devlette felsefi boyuttaki degisim taleplerinin cari olanla (eski
fikirle) miicadelesi hem uzun yillar almaktadir hem de takibi zor siirecleri icermek-
tedir. 1990’°larin ortalar1 itibariyla Tiirkiye Giinliigii 6rneginde yeni fikir daha heniiz
elestirel olmaktan alternatif dnerme asamasina gecememistir.

Aranilan tiir “aragsalcilik™ ise “asil kiitle” ya da “sessiz ¢ogunluk” olarak da ifade
edilen ve gayet tiirdes oldugu da diisiiniilen toplumsal ¢evrenin ulusal kimligi temsil
etmesi ve devlet kimliginin de Soguk Savas sonrasi sartlara gore ve de emperyal cum-
huriyet (Calik’a gore) karakterinde yeniden insasidir. “Milletin organik aydinlarinin”
ve “kentli bir muhafazakarliin” da bu asamada sosyal arkeoloji marifetiyle “gele-
negi” yeniden canlandirmasi ya da icadini1 gerceklestirmesi beklenmektedir. Buna
ek olarak, bir de sorumlulugun kime yiiklendigi agiklanmayan bir Islam Rdnesansi
beklentisi bulunmaktadir. Bu dilek de -en azindan bazi yazarlar i¢in- aslinda gozlem-
lenen cari ulusal kimlikten ya da barindirdiklarindan da ¢ok da hosnut olunmadiginin
gostergelerinden olarak kabul edilebilir.

Dergi’de demokratik bir aragsalcilik tahayytliinii zaafa ugratan tespit eksiklerinden
bir tanesi de belki de bir¢ok yazarda kurucu diinya goriisii ve uygulamalarinin elesti-
rilerinin de 6tesinde melanetin biiyiik 0l¢iide Tanzimat’a yiiklenmesi egilimidir. Tan-
zimat modernlesmesi dncesi donemi altin ¢ag ya da en azindan sorunsuz ¢ag olarak
nitelemek, aslinda devlet geleneginin askinci 6zelliginin de diisiinsel ve idari kokle-
rinin ve kaynaklarinin takibini imkéansiz hale getirmektedir. Bu baglamda en azindan,
“asil kiitlenin 19. yiizyil 6ncesinde Osmanli merkeziyle iliskileri” ya da yine “19.
yiizy1l dncesinde Osmanli merkezinin yapis1” sorularinin konu edilmeleri, askinci
devlet geleneginin kadim koklerinin ipuglarini verebilirdi. Fakat tahmin edilebilir ki
erken Soguk Savas sonras1 donemde yeni bir devlet kimligi insasinin gergeklestirile-
bilirligi telasinin ve coskusunun olumlu ve motive edici Osmanli ilhamlarina -emper-
yal ve ¢ogulcu- olan ihtiyaclar1 ise muhakkaktir.

Fakat basta da ifade edildigi lizere Dergi, siiphesiz ki yeniden insac1 sdylemsel koa-
lisyonun i¢inde kolektif bir aktorken, bir¢ok yazari da bu platformda birer bireysel
aktor olarak yer alabilmektedirler. Genel anlamda sdylemsel koalisyonda aktorler
arasinda iletisim gii¢lii; koordinatif fikir ve sdylem iiretme 6zelligi zayifken, Der-
gi’de ise bu 6zelligin en azindan goreceli olarak yiiksek oldugu gozlemlenebilmek-
tedir. Bunun yaninda, yukarida degisime yonelik diisiinsel durum(lar) “paylasilan zi-
hinsel haller” (shared mental modes) olarak nitelemisti. Bir bagka yazar da fikirlerin,
menfaatin yani sira “diisiince, duygu ve arzuyu” i¢eren bir kiimelenme (cluster) oldu-
gu tespitini paylagsmakta, “karsidaki kurumsal direncin giicii ve ¢ap1” da bu zihinsel
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ve duygusal paylasim alaninin pekismesini ve hatta genislemesini saglayabildigini
belirtmekteydi. Yine bir bagkas1 da kolektif anilarin, ortak anlatilarin, mitlerin 6ne-
mine deginmekteydi. Tiirkiye Giinliigii Dergisi, seviyesi 6l¢lilmesi miimkiin olmasa
da kolektif olarak bu 6zelliklerin hepsini haiz bir fikri-séylemsel toplagsma olarak
kendini gostermektedir.

Bir kuramsal katkida da felsefi fikirlere kriz zamanlar1 disinda pek az itiraz edildigi
tespiti ifade edilmektedir. Yazara gore bu gecis doneminde yeni fikrin savunuculari;
“gostergeleri, sembolleri ve gelismeleri” yeni fikre gére okuyup, “manipiile ederek”
yeni fikre siyasal alan kazandirma faaliyeti yiiriitmektedirler. Belirsizlik ve istikrar-
s1zlik formunu normal durum olarak kabul eden insac1 soyutlama ise aktorlerin bu tiir
degisimci baskilarini ve bu yoldaki faaliyetlerini bir bakima “belirsizligin evcillesti-
rilmesi” olarak yorumlamaktadirlar. Cari devleti ve merkezi hedefine koyan Tiirkiye
Giinliigii Dergisi, Tiirkiye’de siyasal akimlarin devleti tanimlama giidii ve a¢ligini da
enerji merkezine katarak erken Soguk Savas sonrast donemde Cumhuriyet projesinin
tam olarak ¢6zemedigi sorunlar1 ¢6zmeye, emperyal mirast yeniden canlandirmaya,
daha 6nce belki de gergceklesememis bir genislikteki Islam cografyasinin merkez iil-
kesi olmanin kodlarini bulmaya, 18. ylizyil “kirilmasin1” tarihsel planda tamir etmeye
talip olan tavirlart merkezinde barindiran bir olusum olarak arayislar ve iddialar or-
taya koymustur. Eski fikrin bilegini biikmeye calisan yeni fikrin cephesinde, olanca
diisiinsel ve hayal giiciiyle varlik gostermistir. Yeni olana katkis1 (halihazirda) hesap-
lanamasa da eskinin surlarinda 6nemli gedikleri acanlardan olmustur.
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The Symbolic Aspects of a “Holy” Ritual
in a 21st Century Turkish-Muslim Village in Greece

Sule Chousein Hasan!

Abstract

This study explores the symbolic and socio-cultural dimensions of the ‘Tekke Pi-
lav1’ (or ‘Dede’ye Pilav1’) ritual in Galini, a small Turkish-Muslim village in Greek
Thrace. Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork conducted in the village, the study exam-
ines the historical, religious, and social meanings of the ritual, highlighting its links
to Bektashi heterodox practices, Ottoman colonization strategies, and contemporary
socio-economic transformations. The ritual, which involves communal food prepara-
tion and distribution, embodies cultural continuities and discontinuities from Ottoman
Bektashi traditions, as well as symbolic resistance to Sunni orthodoxy and patriarchal
structures. Women emerge as the key agents in organizing and sustaining the ritual,
despite opposition from religious authorities and growing indifference from younger
generations. The ritual’s symbolic meaning has shifted over time, from being a vital
mechanism of communal sustenance during periods of economic hardship to a con-
temporary quest for solidarity and cultural affirmation in the face of isolation induced
by agricultural modernization and migration. By employing Clifford Geertz’s “thick
description” method, as well as drawing on comparative insights from Robert Darn-
ton’s “The Great Cat Massacre” and Hans Sabean’s studies on village discourse, this
research situates the ‘Tekke Pilavi’ within broader debates on cultural reproduction,
historical memory, and gendered agency in rural societies. The findings suggest that
the ritual is both a reflection of Galini’s multi-layered identity as a Turkish-Muslim
minority in Greece and a living site of negotiation between local tradition, religious
orthodoxy, and modernity.

Keywords: Turkish-Muslim minority in Greece, Bektashi tradition, symbolic anthro-
pology, village ethnography, Geertzian analysis

1 Ogr. Gor., Yeditepe Universitesi Ingilizce Hazirlik Okulu, sule97tr@yahoo.com,
ORCID: 0009-0006-4833-9574
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Yunanistan’daki Bir 21. Yuzyil Tirk-Misliiman Koyiinde
“Kutsal” Bir Ritiielin Sembolik Yonleri

Oz

Bu c¢aligsma, Yunanistan’in Bati1 Trakya bolgesinde yer alan kiiciik bir Tiirk-Miislii-
man kdyi olan Galini (Yalanca)’daki ‘Tekke Pilavi’ (veya ‘Dede’ye Pilavt’) ritiieli-
nin sembolik ve sosyo-kiiltiirel boyutlarini incelemektedir. Kdyde yapilan etnografik
saha calismasina dayanarak, ritiielin tarihsel, dini ve toplumsal anlamlar1 ele alinmis;
bu anlamlarin Bektasi heterodoks uygulamalari, Osmanli koloni stratejileri ve giinii-
miizdeki sosyo-ekonomik doniisiimlerle baglantilart vurgulanmistir. Toplu yiyecek
hazirlama ve dagitimini i¢eren bu ritiiel, Osmanli Bektasi geleneklerinden gelen kiil-
tiirel stireklilikleri ve kopuslar1 yansitmakta; ayrica, Siinni ortodoksluga ve ataerkil
yapilara kars1 sembolik bir direnci temsil etmektedir. Ritiielin organizasyonu ve siir-
diiriilmesinde temel aktorler olarak kadinlar 6ne ¢ikmaktadir; bu durum dini otorite-
lerin muhalefetine ve geng¢ kusaklarin artan ilgisizligine ragmen devam etmektedir.
Ritiielin sembolik anlami, ekonomik zorluk donemlerinde toplumsal dayanigsmanin
temel bir mekanizmasi olmaktan, tarim modernizasyonu ve gociin yol actig1 yalniz-
lik karsisinda dayanisma ve kiiltiirel onay arayisina doniismiistiir. Clifford Geertz’in
“kalin betimleme” yontemi ile Robert Darnton’un “Biiyiik Kedi Katliam1” ve Hans
Sabean’in kdy sOylemi iizerine yaptigi ¢alismalarindan elde edilen karsilagtirmali
bilgilerden yararlanilan bu arastirma, ‘Tekke Pilavi’ni kiiltiirel yeniden tiiretim, ta-
rihsel bellek ve koysel topluluklarda toplumsal cinsiyet rolleri iizerine daha genis
tartismalarla iliskili bir baglama yerlestirmektedir. Bulgular, ritiielin Yalanca’nin Yu-
nanistan’daki Tirk-Miisliman azinliginin ¢ok katmanl kimliginin bir yansimasi ve
yerel gelenek, dini ortodoksluk ve modernite arasindaki bir miizakere alan1 oldugunu
one siirmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yunanistan’daki Tirk-Miisliiman azinlik, Bektasi gelenegi,
sembolik antropoloji, koy etnografisi, Geertzci analiz

I. Context

The rite I will describe is performed in a small Turkish-Muslim lowland village (Ga-
lini) in Greek Thrace. The region is geographically situated in the Western section of
Thrace; its northern portion lies within Bulgaria; the eastern section is part of Tiir-
kiye. Western Thrace is the northeastern territory of Greece, encompassing the prov-
inces of Evros (Dedeagac), Komotini (Giimiilcine) and Ksanthi (iskege). This region
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hosts the Turkish-Muslim minority exempted from the 1924 Population Exchange
and the Greek Orthodox of Istanbul, Imbroz and Tenedos. Today, the 100,000-minori-
ty population is predominantly in the provinces of Komotini and Ksanthi and some in
the Rhodophe mountains. The minority consists of Turks, the prominent component,
Pomaks and Muslim Roma. Sunni Islam is the predominant creed, except for a few
homogeneous Bektashi villages in the Rhodope Mountains of Evros province. Desig-
nated on religious criterion as ‘Muslim’ in the Treaty of Lausanne and in Greece, the
predominant language spoken by all three components is Turkish. Pomak is a Slavic/
Bulgarian dialect spoken by Pomaks, usually concentrated in the mountainous region
of Ksanthi.

Galini is a tiny agricultural village founded on a lower plain area. It consists of about
a hundred households and about three hundred inhabitants, almost half of whom live
and work in Germany, and a few in Tirkiye. The rate of population growth is very
low. The average age profile is above 40, and the young families on average have
one or two children. The inhabitants depend on agriculture except for a few artisans
and professionals such lawyers, teachers, carpenters and mechanics. The peasants are
small to medium landowners. The large landowners, the Beys vanished in the 1970s
due to land reforms and immigration to Turkey. The village has a mosque and a mi-
nority primary school which was closed due to insufficient number of pupils. The vil-
lagers are Muslim Turks of the Sunni sect; however, some religious/ cultural practic-
es including this rite are of a heterodox nature, incorporating motifs of Bektashism.

While there is a certain homogeneity in terms of religion (Sunni Muslim), and lan-
guage (Turkish with a Thracian accent?), the village population reflects the multieth-
nic Ottoman society. There are a few families of Pomak background, now evident only
in the family name (Pomak Hasanlar), otherwise fully subsumed within the Turkish-
Muslim culture, a few families with Arab origins, a few others presumably with Tatar
origins, and two families with African origins, though the last African-looking people
passed away a few years ago. However, Arab, Macedonian, Turkish and Pomak ori-
gins in fact can be traced in the roots of almost every family including mine. There
1s also a separate neighborhood on the exit of the village dominated by the Muslim
Roma. This group of people represents the unluckiest group as they are excluded both
by the minority and the majority. In their everyday life and cultural practices, they
are no different than the mainstream Muslim Turks, except that they have darker skin,

2 The Turkish accent is almost the same with the Turkish spoken by the Eastern Thracians in Turkey and
the northern Thracians in Bulgaria.
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and are generally poorer and often organize wedding parties with music and dance.
The relations between the village inhabitants and the Greek Orthodox in the neigh-
boring villages and counties are usually friendly but limited to work-related issues.
Intermarriage is very rare- and takes place, if ever, in larger towns.

I1. The Setting

The name of the rite held every year is called either ‘tekke pilavi’ or ‘dede’ye pi-
lav.” Every year, it is organized by the village women in the spring, when the crocus
(yellow flowers) appears on the Dede’s tomb, in the mosque yard. A group of women
come together and cook a meal of rice (pilav), bulgur, chickpeas, beans, chicken,
butter, and in recent years, meat. The foodstuff is collected from the inhabitants; each
family contributes whatever they can or want. When it comes to the collection of food
materials, usually the older kids visit the households, or the neighbors bring the stuff
to the mosque yard.

The collected materials are cooked in cauldrons on a wood fire. Meat, chicken, rice,
and bulgur or beans are cooked in separate pots, but later combined while serving on
large trays. Groups of people sit on carpets (kilims) and say ‘Bismillah’ (In the name
of God) and sometimes recite the Fatiha altogether and eat. No other prayer is cited.
Each person uses the spoon brought from home. The most important contributors are
usually the ones who had previously promised an offering to this organization. The
offerings are made for healing diseases, accidents, or other wishes such as marriage
or childbearing. It is usually a sheep, or a calf sacrificed for the ‘Dede’ or ‘Tekke’,
two terms used interchangeably.

This ritual altogether looks like a Bektashi ritual. Above all, dede’ and ‘tekke’ are
Bektashi concepts. Dede is the counterpart of Imam, and tekke is the place where the
Dede, together with his disciples and the ordinary people come together to worship.
It is the Bektashi tradition to make an offering for Dede in return for his intercession
for the realization of some wishes, particularly for healing.’ According to the Sunni
tradition, animals can only be sacrificed for the God (Allah), and not for saints or an-
yone else. Moreover, this ritual is opposed by the village Imam, educated in the Sunni
medrese, the Sunni preachers who frequent the village mosque in the holy months of
Ramadan. Yet the villagers continue to perform this ritual.

3 F.W. Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 1879-1920, ed. Margarat M. Hasluck (New
York: Octagon Books, 1973), 257.
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On the other hand, they continue to fulfill different requirements of the Sunni sect.
They fast in the holy month of Ramadan. Usually, the elderly and some middle-aged
people pray regularly five times a day. The older women wear headscarves and the
feraces (the black, long, loose dress without a collar worn as a cloak outside the home
by women). The males attend the Friday prayers. The women only go to the mosque
to pray the tarawih during Ramadan, or when a preacher comes to deliver a sermon.
In the mosque, the place for women is separate (upstairs). The funerals are performed
entirely according to the Sunni tradition where the Imam cites prayers from the Ko-
ran. Women are not allowed to come to the graveyard during the burial. Taking this
into consideration, the rite is an anomaly.

Another anomaly to the Sunni belief was the lighting of candles in the tiny grooves in
the mosque’s front wall surrounding Dede’s tomb, because candles in the sanctuary
are a typical Bektashi tradition. It was common practice to make an offering to the
Dede (Saint), and when it was realized, candles were lit in the grooves. It was fun
for children especially; I remember how I enjoyed myself while lighting candles for
the realized wishes of my maternal grandmother. Yet she was (is still) a devout Sun-
ni praying five times daily, reciting the Koran frequently...etc. This ritual continued
for years despite the contentions of the village Imam and the primary school teacher,
himself a minority member who graduated from a Teaching College in Turkey.

As narrated by one of my informants, one day, the teacher, Yusuf Hoja, in the late
1950s, had them closed without informing the villagers. However, a few days later,
one of the women who had migrated to Turkey (Kesan), called her family and neigh-
bors in the village, saying that she saw the Dede in her dream, and he ordered the
grooves to be immediately opened. Consequently, they were re-opened. Another sim-
ilar attempt to close them was made by the teacher Resit Hoja in the late 1970s. A few
days later, the son of a family had a traffic accident, and the doctors were concerned
he might be disabled. Rumors quickly spread in the village that Dede was punishing
the villagers, starting with the family’s son who lived closest to the mosque. Con-
sequently, they were reopened by the injured man’s father. Soon afterwards, the son
recovered.

Eventually, this ritual was terminated one day after the burning candles fell on the
arid plants and grass over Dede’s tomb and a small fire broke out. Immediately no-
ticed by the Imam and the by-passers, it was put out. The villagers were only then
convinced of the dangers of lighting candles and the Imam’s recommendation to do-
nate light bulbs to the mosque instead of lighting candles.
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III. Village Public Opinion About The Tekke Pilavi

Depending on the fieldwork I conducted in the village between 22" and 25™ April
2008 that included 14 inhabitants, the majority women, I found out that there is pro-
found ambiguity and discrepancy in the perception of the dede and tekke concepts as
well as the meaning of the tekke pilavi for people. Except for the Imam, all the infor-
mants confused the concepts of dede and tekke and used them interchangeably. This
is also evident in naming the ritual, which they call either ‘dede’ye pilav’ or ‘tekke
pilavt’. According to them, tekke and dede have the same meaning, denoting the tomb
in the mosque yard. On the other hand, no one knows who the tomb belongs to, and
even more interesting is that no one cares about who lies there. Two years ago, when
the villagers eventually got permission from the authorities to repair the mosque and
build a taller minaret, during the construction work, the tomb was partly evacuated
and was noticed that contrary to the Sunni rules for burial, the head of the skeleton —
the corpse was not buried in the direction of the Kible (Mecca).

As there is no script on the tomb or any written document relating to the identity
of the corpse, surprised and puzzled, people began to make up theories about his
identity. Suddenly they attributed it to an alien character; maybe it was an Albanian
peddler, or a Greek (Rum) or Armenian traveler who accidently died while passing
by the village. The reasons for these different ethnic connotations could be explained
by the multicultural characteristics of the society. This creates a paradox in rhetoric,
as they claim the ritual is for the tekke or dede. Then they exhibit an indifferent and
alienated attitude towards the tomb’s owner. This came even more as a surprise to me,
because during my childhood in the village, (1980-1985), I remember perfectly well
that we showed our respects to the Dede, as we cited Fatiha whenever we passed by
the mosque.

The same paradox emerges in the definition of the ‘dede’. As mentioned previously,
according to the informants, it is either described as the owner of the tomb, used in-
terchangeably with ‘tekke’- or the holy figure in the human shape of a ‘grandfather’
seen in dreams by some women, or as seen in real life by some people, and the infor-
mant Saliha Hala, a sixty-year-old lady who pioneers in the organization of the tekke
pilavi every year. According to the latter, he is a human prototype; very short, with a
beard, wearing a green turban (sarik), a caftan, a typical Ottoman male dress before
modernization. His extremely short height with extraordinary powers; he sometimes
shows himself as a shadow or only his sound is heard. Most of my female and male
informants said they believed in his existence although they did not see him with their
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eyes.

Dede resurfaces in many of the old stories told by villagers; usually it is a sound with-
out a physical appearance or an old man with white hair and beard that appears in the
dreams and recommends people what to do in times of trouble. Two of such stories
narrated to me are about two families whose babies used to die a few months after
they were born in the early 1940s. The Dede told one such family that their babies
were killed by the weasels and recommended one of the families to adopt a snake and
feed it. The family followed the advice and had three babies who lived. To the second
family, whose three babies had died, the Dede advised the pregnant mother to give
birth to her next baby in a neighbor’s house. The woman followed the advice, and her
baby (a son) lived. So, the ‘dede’ as a mystical, holy, intangible figure has a lot of
weight in the village history and everyday life.

As regards offerings, majority of my informants said that they make a vow in cases
of illnesses, either of themselves or of family members and for some wishes like
building a new house, or for the marriage of their sons and daughters. The offerings
are usually mevlids, donations to the poor, or a calf or sheep for the next year’s tekke
pilavi. Yet, the final format of the offering is spelled only by three of my informants,
all elderly women. In all three cases, the offerings were made to cure disease. For ex-
ample, in an incident narrated by Saliha Hala, when her one-year-old granddaughter
was very ill and sent by helicopter to the hospital in Thessaloniki, she was very upset.

Neighbors gathered in her house to soothe her that night. While she was weeping,
she made a promise to God that she would organize a mevlid if her granddaughter
recovered. Suddenly, she heard a voice saying, ‘The child will recover if you organize
a pilav feast for the tekke’. Instantly she shouted, ‘I will.” It was only heard by her,
and allegedly by the neighbor woman sitting next to her. When the rest of the people
asked why she shouted, she said nothing, and decided to keep it a secret until the next
day, when she and her husband, with the help of some neighbors, organized the pilav.
During the cooking stage, they got the news that the operation was successful, and
the child was fine. She said finally that she had another dream about the tekke pilavi.
It was the spring period at the time of the interview, and there were some crocuses on
the Dede’s tomb.

The sign for the tekke pilavi is not only the blooming of yellow flowers on the Dede’s

tomb. It is often accompanied by another sign: the dede appearing in dreams and
telling people to organize the feast. Again, women see the dreams. According to the
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informants, in the past, usually it was the very poor and the widows with kids who
saw the dream and the next day would tell other women- usually friends and neigh-
bors and together would set the date. But within years, the women’s profile-although
still it is the women- have considerably changed. After those widows passed away,
the dream was inherited by the ordinary married women. Not only has the profile
changed, but also the economic situation in the village.

According to my informants, the economic situation began to improve with the mod-
ernization in agriculture, introduction of new machines and irrigation systems in the
early 1960s, and the concomitant old age and sickness pensions. The social benefits
culminated with the EU membership especially in the post 1990, whereas the income
from agriculture diminished and the peasants became dependent on subsidies. For
sure, the EU membership has not brought about a significant increase in the income
but diminished the socio-economic discrepancies between the poor and the relatively
better off in the village.

Consequently, the women who see ‘the dream’ today are relatively well off and mar-
ried, but like previously, are the elderly, at least over 50-60 years old. One of my in-
formants, Naide Hala, a seventy-year-old lady, said she had seen the dream last year.
She said that she did not see the Dede but the pilav feast; people gathered around
the mosque, eating pilav. Soon the preparations started. Nonetheless, again, it is in-
teresting that the dreamer is an old lady, living with her husband- her kids away in
Germany- and suffering from a mental disease.

Majority of my informants said that they did not believe in the holiness of this ritual,
yet they continued to contribute because it would be impolite to act otherwise, reit-
erating that although it is done by few it is meant for all. Some informants said iron-
ically that the tekke pilavi ‘is the job of some women’, implying the pioneer- Saliha
Hala and her neighbors. They also contended that it was a superstition and against the
Sunni belief, referring to the discussions in religious TV programs and the sermons
delivered by the preachers who occasionally come to the mosque. Nonetheless, they
said that they accept it as a tradition and they had no objection to its practice. Some
of the informants said that they found the occasion kind of entertaining as they wit-
nessed women usually having disputes in the organization of the event and later the
gossips on who took home too much rice and meat and who was given very little and
whether the pilav that year was cooked well or not. A few of them said the disputes
during the organization and the gossip afterward perverted and harmed the holiness
of the ritual, and that they had better stop doing it because they were actually sinning
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this way. Almost all of my middle-aged informants (women, spouses and mothers,
aged between 30 and 40) said they were not interested in the occasion although they
contributed.

Anyway, no one said it was a sinful ritual against the Sunni belief and should defi-
nitely be abandoned, except for the newly hired Imam (from a remote village), whose
contentions against the ritual were not taken into consideration. Thereupon he left the
village on that day to protest. Even the old Imam, who implicitly called the pioneer
and supporters of the rite as ‘witches’, and the rite as ‘superstition’, said in the end of
our conversation, that the pilav and meat cooked last year’s ritual was not delicious
at all.

Yet what surprised me was when I learnt from my informants that most people (most-
ly women) come and take a plate of rice and meat and bring it home to eat it. ‘It is
better to eat it at home alone’, said two elderly widows, where you can sit at your
table alone and enjoy ayran or a nice salad with it’. In the past, however, people used
to sit cross-legged in groups of five-six around a tablecloth put on the kilim and ate
from the same tray.

IV. The Interpretation of the ‘Tekke Pilavi’- A Journey Back To Time

The practice of culture might change partially or entirely in parallel with the chang-
ing historical, social and economic circumstances. This tekke pilavi ritual reflects a
partial, though not a complete change in the local Turkish-Muslim cultural traditions.
In this section, I intend to present the historical contexts this ritual was most probably
born and how it was modified and yet prevailed in today’s context.

To begin with, the village is situated within the wider Via Egnatia (Sol Kol) route
demarcated geographically by the Dardanelles and the Saros Gulf in the south, Did-
ymotichos (Dimetoka) in the north , Pherrai in the west, and Kesan (in Turkey) in
the east.* Cutting the Balkan Peninsula horizontally, linking the West and the East,
the Adriatic, the Aegean and the Dardanelles, it served as the bridge between Rome
and the Byzantine Empire, particularly Constantinople. The Via Egnatia route was

4  Irene Beldicenau-Steinherr, “Osmanli Tahrir Defterlerinde Seyyid Ali Sultan: Heterodoks Islam’in
Trakya’ya Yerlesmesi,” in So/ Kol: Osmanli Egemenliginde Via Egnatia (1380—-1699), ed. Elizabeth
Zachariadou, trans. Ozden Arikan, Ela Giintekin, and Tiilin Altinova (Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari,
1999), 50.
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a vital route for commercial and military purposes and the dissemination of hetero-
dox Islam, the Bektashi sect.” Ottoman construction works began on the Via Egnatia
route right after the conquest of Eastern and Western Thrace in 1360s. The Western
Thrace region was already conquered by Gazi Evrenos Pasha in 1361. Several vakifs
(charitable organizations) were built along the route along with tekkes and lodges
(zaviyeler) for the security and maintenance of the route, which became the centre for
disseminating heterodox Islamic beliefs.°

The tekkes had vital functions in the spread of Islam and for Ottoman colonization.
They were sent by the Sultan’s order to the regions to be conquered beforehand to
disseminate Islam. This was the most common method of Ottoman expansionism in
the Balkans.” The tekkes were built in the rural areas, mainly villages and had signif-
icant social functions.® The dervishes or dedes came and settled in villages and small
towns, or vacant areas usually before the army and provided them with shelter, food
and guidance the conquest. They were joined later by their followers. They engaged
in agriculture or stockbreeding and contributed to the socio-economic development
of the villages also by providing educational services. Moreover, they offered the
bypassing travelers, particularly the poor ones, food and shelter.

The Bektashi order is a much softer version of Orthodox Islam, incorporating ele-
ments from Christianity and from ancient shamanist Turkish beliefs. It is of a mystic
and largely tolerant nature. The Bektashi priests (the sheikh, dervish, or dede) al-
lowed wine, ignored religious differences, provided a great deal of freedom for wom-
en in their dress codes and social status. The nomadic tribes of Yuruk and Turcoman
in Balkans (Dobruja, Deliorman in Bulgaria, the Rhodopean mountains of Thrace
bordering Bulgaria and Greece, southern Macedonia and Thessaly in Greece)'® and in
Anatolia were not fully Islamized. A softer version of Islam offered by the Bektashi,

5 Beldicenau-Steinherr, “Osmanli Tahrir Defterlerinde Seyyid Ali Sultan,” 50.

6 Irene Melikoff, “14.-15. Yiizyillarda islam Heterodokslugunun Trakya’ya ve Balkanlar’a Yerlesme
Yollar1,” in Sol Kol: Osmanli Egemenliginde Via Egnatia (1380-1699), ed. Elizabeth Zachariadou, trans.
Ozden Arikan, Ela Giintekin, and Tiilin Altinova (Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari, 1999), 178-190.

7 Halil Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire: The Classical Age 1300—1600, 2nd ed. (UK: Butler & Tanner Ltd,
1989), 198; Melikoff, “14.-15. Yiizyillarda islam Heterodokslugunun,” 180.

8  Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 255.
9  Ziya Kazic1, Osmanli Devleti’nde Toplum Yapis: (Istanbul: Bilge Yayincilik, December 2003), 119-123.

10 Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire, 194.
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incorporating some of their shamanist beliefs and rituals was easier for them. There-
fore, Bektashism was first welcomed and adopted by the Turcoman tribes and later it
became the order of Janissary Corps.!!

The nomadic tribe of Yuruks believed and worshipped a sky God [G6k Tanr1] and the
spirits of earth and water. They did not have a priest class but valued their ancestors
greatly. That is why they used ‘dede’ [grandfather] to refer to any holy place incuding
trees, bushes, mountains, high places where they worshipped the Sky-God, especially
for rain.!? Their own Beys administered them until the modernization reforms of the
early 19" century.!* The obvious commonalities of the several Yuruk tribes were their
hospitability, the high statue assigned to women. Moreover, in Southern Asia Minor,
they treated the Sunni Imams with great hospitality but also offered them money and
gifts not to interfere in their beliefs."

It was equally easier for the Christian natives to adopt as it also incorporated several
elements from Christianity. Outstanding among them is the choice of churches, sanc-
tuaries, and graves considered holy by the native Christians and attributing them to
Muslims, to Bektashi saints in the region of Balkans.!> The transference of the holy
places in rural areas was not ordered by the authorities or the representatives of the
official religion but by the Bektashi dervishes.'® The Christian saint was identified
with the Muslim successor by the ambiguous ideas of ‘metempsychosis’.!” Accord-
ingly, for example, saint Elias and Khidr were believed to be the same person, rein-
carnated at different periods.'®

Hasluck narrates a significant number of such cases in Anatolia, Thrace and Greece
depending on his extensive visits in the then Ottoman lands between 1899 and 1916

11 1Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire, 194.

12 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 133-134.
13 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 133-134.
14 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 133-134.
15 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 9.

16 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 57.

17 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 58.

18 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 73.
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as an archeologist. Later these shrines would be frequented both by Christians and
Muslims. For example, the church of Saint Demetrius in Salonika would be renamed
Kasimiye, after the 6" Imam of the Bektashis. It remained as a place of pilgrimage
for Christians even after conversion.'” Furthermore, what attracted both Muslims and
Christians to a sanctuary was its reputation for miracles for healing rather than the
religion it represented.?’ For the Bektashi, the religion of the saints was of complete
insignificance because they were meant for the entire world.?!

The dervishes and dedes, according to Hasluck, were ‘the most conciliatory to Chris-
tianity.’?* The tekke is the usual place of worship and is open to both women and men
where they say their prayers together. They do not discriminate between religions and
non-Muslims are welcome to the tekke. Saint worshipping constitutes a significant
part of Bektashi order. Thus, instead of Mecca, their places of pilgrimage are usually
tombs of saints who are believed to have the power of intercession, which is strictly
forbidden in the Sunni order. The rituals at the saint tomb include reciting the Fatiha
for his soul, lighting candles on their tombs, and sacrifices for the Saint. * Sacrifice
1s usually vowed during sickness, in times of epidemics, in times of danger and the
end of a dangerous situation.?* Although held separate from others, the Bektashi sect
later came to dominate Alevism (Kizilbash), Babaism, etc.?> According to Melikoff,
the dedes and tekkes played a key role in the success of Ottoman conquests in dealing
with the multiethnic and multi-religious natives.?

In the Bektashi/Alevi belief, every year on the 13" day of Muharram, a sheep or calf
is sacrificed for a saint. The entire village community shares the expenses, and it
marks the first of the meetings. It is intended to encourage unity and fraternity among

19 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 16.

20 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 69.

21 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 72.

22 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 57.

23 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 160-166.
24 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 259.

25 [Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire, 200.

26 Melikoff, “14.-15. Yiizyillarda islam Heterodokslugunun,” 181.

347



ARASTIRMA MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020205

the inhabitants.”” Furthermore, in the Bektashi belief, it is a common ritual for a sick
person or a relative or friend of a sick person to come to the Dede, visit the tomb of
the holy saint buried in the yard and make vows. 2 According to the Sunni belief, the
mosque is not a place of burial. This was strictly forbidden by Muhammed himself, to
prevent the tomb from becoming ‘an object of idolatrous adoration’.? In some cases,
the tomb (the turbe), where the founder of the mosque is buried, is a separate place
in the mosque yard, and is meant for his soul to receive the prayers in the mosque.*°

In light of these arguments, it is very highly likely that the previous inhabitants of
the village were Bektashi, who later converted to the Sunni sect, particularly upon
the anti- Bektashi movement of 1826.°' The mosque was constructed between 1666
and 1676 as I was told by the village Imam. Consequently, the tomb likely belongs to
a Bektashi Dede. It can also be inferred that the village inhabitants were previously
a Yuruk or Turkoman tribe that settled in the area and founded the village. The pos-
sibility of an autochthonous Orthodox Greek converts to Islam is not very high for
the village because no one speaks any other language than Turkish- or spoke another
language before (at least until early 1900s)— except for some Pomak speakers who
initially came from the Rhodopean mountains.

The fact that this is not known or even presumed in the village can be considered a
serious rupture in the village’s history. It might be that the village population was
too much mixed due to the population movements of the late Ottoman period, when
massive influx of Muslims came from Crimea, Circassia, and later from Bulgaria and
Greek Macedonia during the Balkan Wars.?? It is also likely that their conversion to
Sunni sect took place massively during the late 1600s and later that it was forgotten
in the past three-four centuries. Furthermore, the date of the rite- early spring- might
have a connotation with the Turkish tradition of celebrating the advent of spring.

27 Ibrahim Arslanoglu, “Alevilikte Temel Inan¢ Unsurlar1 ve Pratikler,” accessed May 31, 2009, http://
w3.gazi.edu.tr/~iarslan/alevilikteinanc.pdf.

28 [Inalcik, The Ottoman Empire,199.

29 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 8.

30 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, §.

31 Hasluck, Christianity and Islam Under The Sultans, 419.

32 Kemal Karpat, “Population Movements in the Ottoman State in the Nineteenth Century,” in Ottoman

Population, 1830—1914: Demographic and Social Characteristics (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press,
1985), 25.
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Like the mainstream Sunni, the villagers usually regard Bektashism and Alevism
heretical. The Sunni prejudices against Alevism prevail among the inhabitants. I re-
member as a child whenever I wore a short skirt, my great-grandmother would con-
demn it and say ‘Take it off. Are you a Kizilbash?’ As compared to little more conser-
vative dress codes of a decade ago, currently young women and teenagers alike have
an entirely Western style so much that it is not possible to differentiate a Muslim from
a Christian.

Furthermore, religious radicalism or even conservatism never developed in the vil-
lage. The elderly still preserve their dress code; the headscarf and the ferace within
the village. Some women wear the headscarf in such a style that part of their hair is
out and do not wear the ferace. And the men are keen on drinking, although alcohol-
ism is rare. Only a few elderly men go to the mosque for daily prayers, and only the
elderly women pray at home five times a day. I was told that the liberal and tolerant
attitude towards religion was condemned by the then Mufti of Komotini in the 1970s.

Contrary to the role of Imam in traditional Muslim villages, the Imam is not assigned
a leadership role in this village. He has a symbolic role of performing the mainstream
religious rituals such as weddings, funerals, singing the Ezan, and reciting the Koran
during religious fests. Yet, during the mevlids and Bayram prayers, whenever the
Imam prolongs the sermon, he is either told to make it short or the flock just pretends
to be listening to him. This is particularly evident during the mevlids, when the Imam
begins to give recommendations about the lifestyle; that men should refrain from al-
cohol and women should avoid abortion, and that they should wear the Islamic dress
and at the point when he implicitly threatens about the punishment of the disobedient
with hell, the flock begin to mutter against his speech and tell him outright to finish
the talk. Imam’s symbolic role is also evident in the tekke pilavi ritual, as no one con-
siders his contentions. This resembles the treatment of Sunni Imams by the Yuruks in
Southern Anatolia in the 19" century.

The tekke pilavi had a different function in the early 1950s. As narrated by the infor-
mants, primary school education was conducted in the mosque then. An old woman
called Miinire, who lived in a house just behind the mosque, asked the primary school
kids to bring from home some rice, bulgur, butter, peas, beans, whichever they could
afford. Every morning, she took the ingredients and cooked it in a cauldron and
served the kids as lunch. This lunch was named as ‘tekke pilavi’, as it was cooked in
the mosque yard. Considering the entire school day, the pupils needed lunch. Unlike
today, the average family had three to four children, with barely enough food to feed
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them all. The socio-economic conditions in Greece were very poor due to the Second
World War and the subsequent Civil War of 1947-1949% and this was deeply felt in
the socio-economic status of the village as well. Consequently, the tekke pilavi did
serve the purpose of charity in this period.

In the present context, however, the socio-economic situation has largely improved
compared to the previous era. Today, women stand out as the active performers de-
spite the opposition of the Imam and the indifference of men. Consequently, it can be
considered as a women’s reiteration of their role in the society and their resistance to
authority and male domination. Yet, with the relative rise in welfare and globaliza-
tion, the communal rite has acquired an individual dimension. We can see this in the
eating style as some people prefer to take the food and eat it at home.

This ritual can also be interpreted as a challenge to the changing pattern of life by the
changes in production and consumption. Beginning in the late 1950s, modernization
in agriculture has replaced the previous labor-intensive jobs with machines. There-
fore, jobs like picking cotton and pounding sunflowers which were done by together
with neighbors are now done by machines. Modernization has increased income but
decreased the level of social interactions. Another factor contributing to the increase
in welfare 1s migrations to Germany and Tiirkiye from the 1950s on, a trend which
has been reversed since the improvement of state politics against the minority since
late 1990s. A third factor in the welfare increase is the sharp fall in the birth rate as
a result of which the land per household increased while the number of laborers de-
creased. Today, the average household has one or two children.

The character of social interactions also changed with the role of the television. Be-
fore 1990, the only Turkish TV channel could hardly ever be watched due to the ob-
stacles set by the Greek government. However, afterward, with the satellite system,
everyone had access to all Turkish TV channels, frequently watched in every house-
hold. This has also reduced interactions among people by reducing the number of
visits and conversations during visits. Another change in consumption occurred with
the end of three-day long traditional village weddings, which necessitated social in-
teractions during the cooking and serving of the wedding meals. Instead, people em-
ulate the town dwellers, and the weddings take place in the boring halls of the town.

33 Richard Clogg, 4 Concise History of Greece, 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002),
124-127.
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I interpret the ritual as a quest for women’s solidarity, fraternity, and spiritualism.
It also creates excitement in the boring, ordinary life of the villagers and is perfect
ground for the testing and affirmation of tolerance.

It can be situated within the frame of the articles of Geertz (Thick Description of Cul-
ture), Darnton (The Great Cat Massacre), and Sabean (Power in the Blood: Popular
Culture and Village Discourse in early modern Germany) as the ritual also constitutes
partly the village history. It bears characteristics of micro history studies; the ritual
pertains to the village; it cannot be generalized, and it focuses on the agency’s role.

My text has some converging and diverging points with Geertz’s interpretation of cul-
ture. Like Geertz, I have tried to present a ‘thick description’ of the ritual by the use
of a semiotic approach. However, I also narrated the context to unravel the meanings
of symbols and experiences by historicizing, by sending them back to the time and
context they were born. Therefore, I dwelled on three historical contexts: Ottoman
Expansionism in the Balkans, the early 1950s, and today. In the first context, I have
seen that the Turcoman nomadic tribes and the native Christians of Balkans adopted
the Bektashi belief as it was much more compatible with their former beliefs and cul-
ture. Dede, a hierarchy in the Bektashi priest caste, was already a worshipped mys-
tical figure in the shaman beliefs of the former; it was a category they could replace
with ordinary priests for the latter.

The absence of a possible Bektashi background in the village opinion can be consid-
ered a rupture in history. This rupture might have been caused by the anti-Bektashi
movement of the 1676s and later, especially the reign of Mahmud II, and the demise
of the Ottoman Empire and the redrawing of the borders due to which the village re-
mained in Greece. In the 1950s, therefore, the ritual of a commonly held feast for the
holy Dede was attributed to another function that arose purely out of the socio-eco-
nomic conditions of the time.

Today, in the era of relative abundance and prosperity as compared with the 1950s,
we see that the ritual has assigned a recalcitrant character against the capitalist trans-
formation, the isolation of the village community members, as well as the religious
impositions by the media and the local preachers. It is also a quest for women’s soli-
darity and the affirmation of their roles in the village social life and hierarchy.

On the other hand, there are also several diverging points from the Geertzian inter-
pretation. To begin with, Geertz is synchronic. As an anthropologist, he is interested
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in interpretating the specific moment. However, the historians are interested in ‘the
diacronic’; the ruptures in historical contexts and seek answers to the questions such
as ‘Do cultures change? Under which circumstances do they change?’ In other words,
anthropologists like Geertz are not interested in cultural production but the product,
whereas for social sciences production is more important. I have adopted the dia-
chronic approach here. I intended to depict the historical context of the ritual. Like
Darnton, who assumed continuity between the time of the cat massacre (the 1700s)
and cat massacre in medieval ages, I assume continuity between the present day tekke
pilavi rite and the tekke pilavi in ancient and medieval age Turkish traditions.

Secondly, unlike Geertz, who claims homogeneity in cultural practices (“Culture is
public because meaning is public”**) as in the Balinese Cockfight, there is no homo-
geneity in this ritual; it is preserved and reproduced by a group of women. Finally,
Geertz does not mention the role of women in his cultural studies.* In this rite, how-
ever, women have the primary role.

Referring to Darnton’s Cat Massacre’®, just like the cats classified as liminal charac-
ters, the village community is a liminal category as Muslim Turks living in Greece,
squeezed in between two oppositional identities (Greek and Turk) and two countries
often in a state of dispute.

Bibliography

Arslanoglu, Ibrahim. “Alevilikte Temel Inan¢ Unsurlar1 ve Pratikler.” 39. Accessed
May 31, 2009. http://w3.gazi.edu.tr/~iarslan/alevilikteinanc.pdf.

Clogg, Richard. 4 Concise History of Greece. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 2002.

Darnton, Robert. “Workers Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of Rue Saint-Séverin.”
In The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes of French Cultural History, 75—-104.

34 Clifford Geertz, “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture,” in The Interpretation of
Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973).

35 Women are almost nonexistent in the Balinese Cockfight. See, Clifford Geertz, “Ritual and Social
Change: A Javanese Example,” in The Interpretation of Cultures (New York: Basic Books, 1973), 142.

36 Robert Darnton, “Workers Revolt: The Great Cat Massacre of Rue Saint-Séverin,” in The Great Cat
Massacre and Other Episodes of French Cultural History (New York: Basic Books, 1985), 75-104.

352



ARASTIRMA MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020205

New York: Basic Books, 1985.

Geertz, Clifford. “Thick Description: Toward an Interpretive Theory of Culture.” In
The Interpretation of Cultures, 3—30. New York: Basic Books, 1973.

Hasluck, F. W. Christianity and Islam Under the Sultans. Edited by Margarat M. Has-
luck. New York: Octagon Books, 1973.

Inalcik, Halil. The Ottoman Empire: The Classical Age 1300—1600. 2nd ed. Butler &
Tanner Ltd., UK.

Karpat, Kemal. “Population Movements in the Ottoman State in the Nineteenth Cen-
tury.” In Ottoman Population, 1830—-1914: Demographic and Social Characteristics,
edited by Kemal Karpat, 25-37. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1985.

Kazici, Ziya. Osmanli Devleti’nde Toplum Yapisi. Istanbul: Bilge Yayincilik, Decem-
ber 2003.

Melikoff, Irene. “14.-15. Yiizyillarda islam Heterodokslugunun Trakya’ya ve Bal-
kanlar’a Yerlesme Yollar1.” In So/ Kol: Osmanli Egemenliginde Via Egnatia (1380—
1699), edited by Elizabeth Zachariadou, translated by Ozden Arikan, Ela Giintekin,
and Tiilin Altinova, 178—190. Istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yayinlari, 1999.

Steinherr, Irene Beldicenau. “Osmanli Tahrir Defterlerinde Seyyid Ali Sultan: Heter-

odoks Islam’in Trakya’ya Yerlesmesi.” In Sol Kol: Osmanli Egemenliginde Via Eg-
natia (1380-1699), edited by Elizabeth Zachariadou.

353



TARIH






& . DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI
Q EKLEKTIK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020206

Islam’n Diialist Yorumu ve 16. Yiizy1l Anadolu’sunda
Ideolojik Soylem Olarak Kullanin

Dualist Interpretation of Islam and its Use as Ideological Discourse
in 16th Century Anatolia

Ertan Urkmez

Macaristan - Szeged Universitesi Tarih Béliimii Doktora Ogrencisi, ertanurkmez@gmail.com,
ORCID: 0000-0002-0532-8238

Gonderim Tarihi: 20.11.2024
Kabul Tarihi: 06.12.2024
Yayimlanma Tarihi: 30.12.2024

Nasil Atif Yapilir:
Urkmez, Ertan. “Islam’m Diialist Yorumu ve 16. Yiizy1l Anadolu’sunda Ideolojik Séylem Olarak
Kullanim1”. Eklektik Sosyal Bilimler Dergisi 2, sy. 2 (Aralik 2024): 354-384.

354



DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020206

Islam’1n Diialist Yorumu ve 16. Yiizy1l Anadolu’sunda
Ideolojik Séylem Olarak Kullanimi1'

Ertan Urkmez?

Oz

Islam tarihinin erken donemlerinden itibaren bircok kez iktidar miicadelesi yasandi.
Bu miicadelelerde yer alan taraflar, mesruiyetlerini ifade etmek i¢in bir ideolojiye
ihtiya¢ duymuslardi ve bu ideolojilerin dini bir soylem i¢cermesi gerekiyordu. Kisa
bir siire igerisinde gergeklesen fetihlerin ardindan genisleyen Islam cografyasinda
birtakim sosyo-ekonomik sorunlar belirmeye basladi. Bu sorunlar dahilinde kendi-
lerini magdur hisseden gruplar seslerini duyurabilmek icin iktidar miicadelelerine
istirak etmeye bagladilar. Hosnutsuz olan kesimlerin biiyiik bir boliimii Arap olmayan
yeni Miisliimanlardan olusuyordu ve bunlarin biiyiik bir kism1 da Iran kokenliydi.
Diialist bir evren tahayyiiliinii esas alan eski inanglarina dair aliskanliklarini siirdiir-
meye devam ettiler. Kuran ayetlerini ve erken dénem islam tarihine ait hadiseleri
diialist bir bakis agisiyla yorumlamaya basladilar. Isyanlarini mesrulastirma yolunda
dialist inan¢ Oriintiilerini igeren yeni sOylemler insa ettiler. Bunlarin arasinda Ker-
bela katliaminin intikamina vurgu yapan sdylem 6n plana ¢ikti. Kerbela sdylemi,
farkli zaman dilimleri igerisinde Islam cografyasinin farkli bolgelerinde vuku bul-
mus bir¢ok isyanin manifestosuna zemin olusturdu. Bu tiirden bir séylem 16. yiizy1l
Anadolu’sunda da islevsel hale geldi. Bu inceleme yazisinda Safevi Devleti’nin 16.
yiizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde yeniden yorumladig: Kerbela soyleminin islevsel analizi he-
deflenmistir. Bu hedef dogrultusunda siirecin ii¢ temel safhasina; islamiyet 6ncesi
déneme, erken dénem Islam tarihine ve 16. yiizy1l siyasi tarihine odaklanilacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Diializm, Islam, Osmanli-Safevi, 16. yy, ideoloji

1 Bu calisma, yazarin Hacettepe Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Tarih Anabilim Dali doktora
programinda Prof. Dr. Resul Ay danigsmanliginda hazirladigr “Tarihten Mitosa Tiirkiye Kiiltiir Tarihinde
Mitolojik Ali Tasavvurlar1” adli doktora tezinden iiretilmistir.

2 Macaristan - Szeged Universitesi, Tarih Béliimii Doktora Ogrencisi, ertanurkmez@gmail.com,
ORCID: 0000-0002-0532-8238
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Dualist Interpretation of Islam and its Use as Ideological Discourse
in 16th Century Anatolia

Abstract

There have been many struggles for power since the early periods of Islamic history.
The factions that took part in these struggles needed an ideology to express their le-
gitimacy, and these ideologies had to include a religious discourse. In the wake of the
conquests occurring within a short period, several socio-economic problems emerged
in the expanded Islamic geography. Within the framework of these problems, groups
that thought victimized began to take part in power struggles to make their voices
heard. Most of the disgruntled groups consisted of new Muslims, and a large number
of them were of Iranian origin. Although they converted to Islam, they continued
to maintain the dualistic perspectives stemming from their old beliefs. They began
to reinterpret Qur’anic verses from a dualist perspective. They also attributed new
meanings to events in early Islamic history from the same perspective. They fabri-
cated new discourses that included dualist belief motifs to legitimize their rebellion.
Among these, the discourse emphasizing revenge for the Karbala massacre became
the most functional. The Karbala discourse formed the basis for the manifestos of
many rebellions that broke out in different parts of the Islamic World at different time
periods. In 16th-century Anatolia, a similar discourse was operationalized by Safavi-
ds. This essay aims to functionally analyze the discourse of Karbala as reinterpreted
by the Safavid State in the first quarter of the 16th century. In line with this purpose,
it will focus on three main phases of the process: the pre-Islamic period, early Islamic
history, and the political history of the 16th century.

Keywords: Dualism, Islam, Ottoman-Safavid, 16th century, ideology

Giris

Varolusa ve evrene bir anlam yiikleme islevi bulunan biitiin koken mitlerinde oldugu
gibi dialist anlatilar da once s6zli kiiltiir baglaminda sonrasinda ise yazi ile akta-
rilmis ve zamanla siyasi ideolojilere zemin olusturan yeni bir yoruma tabi tutularak
devlet soylemi olarak kullanilmaya baslanmistir. Bu tiirden bir islevin, diialist inang
sistemlerini resmi din olarak kabul eden devletler blinyesinde 6n plana ¢ikartilma-
s1 gayet olagan bir hadisedir ki bu hususu drneklerle gostermeye ¢alisacagim. Ote
yandan diialist anlatilar islam tarihi kapsaminda da siyasal baglamda islevselligini
korumus goriiniiyor. Bu makalenin odak noktasinda 16. ylizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde doruk
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noktasina ulagsan Osmanli-Safevi rekabeti bulunmaktadir. Bu miicadele kapsaminda
Safevi Devleti’nin kullandig1 ideolojik sdylemlerin temelinde diialist tasavvurlarin
oldugunu diisiinliyorum ve bu makale i¢erisinde s6z konusu siireci sekillendiren siya-
si, ekonomik ve sosyo-psikolojik dinamiklerin iizerinde duracagim. Analizini hedef-
ledigim bu uzun soluklu siirec, diialist anlatilarin Islami bir bakis acis1 dahilinde yo-
rumlanmasi ya da islam tarihinde vuku bulan siyasi miicadelelerin diialist perspektif
baglaminda anlamlandirilmasi olarak da tanimlanabilir. Hangi tanim 6ne ¢ikarilirsa
cikarilsin bir kiiltiirel karsilagsmanin vuku buldugu muhakkaktir. Kristof Kolomb’un
karaya ¢ikisinin 500. y1ldoniimii olan 1992 yilinda kullanima sokulan “kiiltiirel kar-
silagsmalar” ifadesi, etnosentrik bir bakis agisin1 ifade eden kesif sozcligiiniin yerine
kullanilmistir ve en az galip gelenler kadar maglup olanlarin da olaylar1 algilama ve
yorumlama bi¢imlerini hesaba katan bir yaklasim olarak tarih ¢alismalarindaki ye-
rini almistir.> Her iki yaklagimi da g6z oniinde bulunduracagim bu inceleme yazisi
kapsaminda hedefim koken tespiti degildir. Ote yandan ele alinan anlatilarin degisim
siireclerine odaklanmak ve s6z konusu degisimi gostermek yolunda kadim mitlere
ve inan¢ unsurlarina atifta bulunmak, islevsel analizi gozeten bu ¢alisma acisindan
bir gerekliliktir. Kiiltiirel karsilagsma olgusunun 6znesi konumunda insanlarin bulun-
dugunu, dolayisiyla degisim tabiriyle anlatilarin yeni bir yoruma tabi tutulmasi ve
yeniden sekillendirilmesi siireglerini kastettigimi belirtmek isterim.

Diialist Kozmoloji ve Kozmogoni

Din tarihi uzmanlari, eski iran topraklarinda yasayan gdgebe ve ¢ift¢i toplulukla-
rin varolusu, kainati, dogay1 ve tarihi anlamlandirma bi¢imlerini diializm olarak
tanimlamaktadirlar. Diialist diinya goriisii, birbirine zit iki unsurun yaratiligtan iti-
baren catisma halinde oldugu 6n kabulii {izerine insa edilmistir. Sadece gegmis degil
tarihsel gelismeler de 1yi ve kotlinlin miicadelesi baglaminda anlamlandirilir. Bir kur-
tulus giinii 6gretisini de igeren diialist anlatilar ¢ogu kez messiyanik inang Oriintiile-
riyle i¢ ige ge¢cmis bir vaziyette karsimiza ¢ikar. Farkli inan¢ sistemleri blinyesinde
de tezahiir edebilen diialist yaklasimlar: kendi i¢erisinde de bir tasnife tabi tutmak
miimkiindiir. Ornegin, Mary Boyce, Iran gelenegindeki diialist telakkileri iki temel
yorum kapsaminda siniflandirmaktadir. Pro-kozmik diializm kapsamina giren Zerdiist
Ogretisinde, maddi diinya iyidir ve kotii glicler ona disaridan saldirmaktadir. Manihe-
izm olarak bilinen Mani’nin 6gretisi ise anti-kozmik diializm kapsamina girmektedir.
S6z konu yorum ¢er¢evesinde diinyanin kendisi kotiidiir ve her tiirlii diinyevi unsurun

3 Peter Burke, Kiiltiir Tarihi, trc. Mete Tuncay (Istanbul: Bilgi Universitesi Yay. 2008), 168.
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kot giiglere bagli oldugu kabul edilmektedir.*

Mazdeizm gelenegi biinyesinde kaleme alinan ve kozmik miicadelenin baslangici ile
kurtarict Saosyant’in belirmesinden 6nce yasanilacak hadiseleri anlatan apokaliptik
metinler, diialist yaklagimi anlasilir kilacak somut veriler sunmaktadirlar. Kainat, 1yi
ve kotiyii temsil eden Ahura Mazda (Ohrmazd) ve Ehrimen (Angra Mainyu) isimli
ezeli ruhlar ile bunlara bagli unsurlar arasinda gergeklesecek savasin mekani ola-
rak tasvir edilmektedir. Gokyliziinii delip gegerek Ahura Mazda’ya kars1 saldiriya
gecen Ehrimen, diinyay1 karanlik igerisinde birakmistir. Tuzlu héle getirdigi i¢gme
sularinin tatlarini bozmus, bitkilerin solmasina ve verimli arazilerin ¢dllesmesine
neden olmustur. Atesi dumanla kirletmis ve zehirli hayvan tiirlerini yerytliziine
gondermistir. Aci, hastalik, ahlaksizlik, ihmalkarlik ve a¢gozliiliik gibi olumsuzluk-
lar da Ehrimen’in eserleridir.®> Ahura Mazda’nin, peygamber Zerdiist’e ilettigi kiya-
met alametlerini iceren Zan i Vahman Yast isimli metin i¢erisinde de benzer tasvirler
yer almaktadir. Kiyametin hemen oncesinde, lanetli kotii ruh Ehrimen’in zalimligi
dahilinde; giines 1sinlar1 azalacak, bulutlar yagmur getirmeyecek, gokyiizii sis ve bu-
lutlar yiliziinden karanlikla kaplanacak, sicak ve soguk riizgarlar hububat ile mey-
velerin yok olmasina sebep olacaktir. Yillar, aylar ve giinler kisalacak; mahsuller
tohum vermeyecek, ekinler ve agaclar kiiciilecektir. Su yerine zehirli hayvan tiirlerini
yagdiran yagmurlarin belirmesinin ardindan, nehirlerin ve pinarlarin suyu kuruyacak;
deve, inek ve koyun gibi besi hayvanlarinin yavrular1 daha ufak bir sekilde dogmaya
baslayacaklardir.® Kozmik savasin sonucu baslangigtan itibaren bellidir. Baslangig
safhasinda Ehrimen ve ona bagli unsurlar tarafindan kirletilen ve karanliga mahkim
edilen yeryiizii, ilk insan Gaydmard ile Peygamber Zerdiist soyundan gelen kurtarici
Saosyant figiirleri onciiliiglinde gergeklestirilecek nihai savas ile tekrardan aydinliga
ve adalete kavusacaktir. Bu kurtarici Saosyantlar birer Xvarenah (khvarenah- ferr-
ferah) sahibidirler. Xvarenah kavrami, Mazdeist gelenek baglaminda Ahura Mazda
ve ona tabi iyi ruhlar tarafindan gozetilen insanlara liitfedilen tanrisal liituf olgusu-

4  Mary Boyce, 4 History of Zoroastrianism, Volume I, The Early Period, (Leiden- New York- Kobenhavn-
KoélIn: E. J. Brill, 1989), 230.

5 Mary Boyce, Zoroastrians,; Their Religious Beliefs and Practices (London-Boston-Henley:
Routledge&Kegan Paul, 1979), 25.

Ehsan Yarshater, The Cambridge History of Iran, Volume 3(I); The Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanian
Periods (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2009), 355.

6 Mary Boyce, “On the Antiquity of Zoroastrian Apocalyptic” BSOAS 47, (1984): 66.

Carlo G. Cereti, The Zand i Wahman Yasn, A Zoroastrian Apocalypse (Roma: Istituto Italiano Per Il Medio Ed
Estremo Oriente, 1995), 154-156.
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nu karsilamaktadir. Mazdeist kabuller dahilinde xvarenah unsuru olmaksizin kimse
peygamber, hiikkiimdar ya da kahraman olamazdi. Yasaminin her sathasinda tabiat
unsurlari ile i¢ ige yasamak zorunda bulunan gdé¢ebe ve c¢iftci muhayyilesinin, giin-
delik hayati icerisinde kendisine zorluk cikartan; karanlik, soguk, kuraklik, sis, sid-
detli riizgér, tuzlu su, zehirli hayvan tiirleri, hastalik gibi unsurlar1 kotiiliigiin kaynag
olan Ehrimen ve onun yarattigi demonlar ile 6zdeslestirdigini gériiyoruz. Ehrimen ve
emrindeki demonlarin sebebiyet verdigi olumsuzluklar sadece tabiat unsurlarindan
miitesekkil degildir. Toplumsal yasam icerisinde sorun yaratacak olan ag¢gozliiliik,
cimrilik, kiskan¢lik ve ihmalkarlik gibi insana has 6zellikler de Ehrimen ve demonla-
riyla iligkilendirilmistir. Yeterli glines 15181 ve yagis miktar1 dahilinde pastoral yasam
bicimini kolaylastiracak olan hava kosullarinin kaynagi ise iyilik, 1s1k ve aydinlikla
0zdeslestirilen Ahura Mazda olarak karsimiza ¢ikiyor.

Diialist muhayyile diinyasinin, tarihin seyri igerisinde siyasi miicadeleleri tanimlama
ve siyasal iktidarlart mesru kilma yolunda kullanildigin1 gosteren bir¢ok tarihsel veri
mevcut. Ahamenis Imparatoru Darius Naks-i Riistem olarak adlandirilan kaya me-
zarlarina idari becerisinin Ahura Mazda tarafindan bahsedildigini yazdirtmistir. Da-
rius’un On plana ¢ikardigi tanrisal onay, yukarida tanimlanan xvarenah telakkisinin
yansimasindan bagka bir sey degildir. Tahta ¢ikis slirecinde kendisine destek veren
alt1 soylu aileyi Ahura Mazda’nin yardimcisi olan alt1 iyi ruh ile 6zdeslestiren Darius,
devlete bas kaldiran ziimreleri de kotii ruhlar anlamina gelen Drauga sifati ile tanim-
lar.” Biiyiik Iskender’in Iran topraklarini ele gecirmesinden sonra sekillenen siyasi du-
rum da ayni minvalde tanimlanmistir. Bundahisn ad1 verilen kutsal kitap kapsaminda,
daha Onceleri yalnizca kotii ruh Ehrimen i¢in kullanilan “lanetlenmis” anlamindaki
Guzastag sifatinin, Iskender ile 6zdeslestirildigi goriilmektedir. Ardavirdfname isim-
li apokaliptik metinde de insanlar1 dinden uzaklastirmak isteyen Ehrimen’in lanetli
(guzastag) Iskender’i Iran’a gonderdigi ifade edilmektedir.® Iskender ve haleflerinin
ardindan Iran cografyasinda hakimiyet Part Devleti’ne ge¢mistir. iktidar1 elinde bu-
lunduran Arsacid hanedani da Darius’un sOylemini tekrar etmis, kendisine destek
olan alt1 soylu aileyi Ahura Mazda’nin yardimcist olan alti1 ruhla, yani Amesa Spen-

7  Mary Boyce, 4 History of Zoroastrianism, Volume II Under the Achaemenian (Leiden- K&ln: E. J. Brill,
1982), 91-94, 120-124.

Boyce, Zoroastrians; Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, 55. Robert Charles Zaehner, The Dawn and Twilight of
Zoroastrianism, (London: Weidenfeld and Nicolson, 1961), 155-156.

8 Mary Boyce ve Frantz Grenet, A History of Zoroastrianism, Volume III, Zoroastrianism Under
Macedonian and Roman Rule (Leiden- New York- Kobenhavn- Kéln: E. J. Brill, 1991), 12-13.
Nimet Yildirim, Ardavirdfndme (Istanbul: Pinhan Yayincilik, 2011), 75-76.
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ta ile 6zdeslestirmistir.” Ahamenis Imparatorlugu’nun mirasc¢ist oldugunu iddia eden
Sasani iktidar1 da ayni sOylemle tarih sahnesine ¢ikmis goriiniiyor. Naks-1 Riistem
kaya mezarlarinda, at sirtinda bulunan Ahura Mazda’nin ilk Sasani Hiikiimdari olan
I. Ardasir’e hiikiimdarlik nisanini1 verdigi an resmedilmistir. Rolyefin, kozmik savasa
vurgu yapan dini bir ideolojinin sdzciiliigiinii yaptigini soylemek yanlis olmaz. Ahura
Mazda’nin ati Ehrimen’i; Ardasir’in at1 ise son Part hiikiimdarini ezer bir vaziyette
resmedilmistir.'°

Diialist diinya goriisiiniin tarihsel gelismeleri anlamlandirirken istifade ettigi bir di-
ger eskatolojik tahayyiil ise umutsuzlugun hakim oldugu siyasi kriz dénemlerinde zor
durumdaki insanlara dayanma giicii temin eden mesih¢i inang Oriintiilerini icermek-
tedir. Saosyant teriminin messiyanik kurtariciy1 isaret ettigini daha once belirtmis-
tim. Mazdeist gelenek biinyesinde kaleme alinan muhtelif eserlerde farkl: isimlerle
zikrediliyor olsalar da arketipin ana hatlar1 bellidir: daha 6nce dini bir kahraman
tarafindan maglup edilen canavar diinyanin sonu geldiginde hapsedildigi yerden kur-
tularak insanliga saldiracak, aydinlik tarafin temsilcileri tarafindan tekrar etkisiz hale
getirilecektir. Avesta’da {li¢ basi, lic agz1 ve alt1 goziiyle tasvir edilen Azi Dahaka
isimli ejderhanin Thraétaona isimli kahraman tarafindan cezalandirildig: ifade edilir.
Bu isimler Sehname icerisinde karsimiza Dahhak ve Feridun olarak ¢ikar. Thraétao-
na tarafindan Demavend Dagi’na hapsedilen Azi Dahaka, diinyanin sonu 6ncesinde
gergeklesecek nihai savas kapsaminda zincirlerinden kurtulacak ve demonlariyla bir-
likte insanlara saldiracaktir. Yeryiiziinde beliren Ahura Mazda ve emrindeki alt1 iy1
ruh, ejderhay:1 6ldiirecek olan kahraman Karsasp’it (Keresaspa) uyandiracaklardir.!
Ismi gecen kahramanlarin basarilarinin arka planinda, ilk insan Gayomard ile Pey-
gamber Zerdiist’e de bahsedilmis olan ilahi lituf, yani Xvarenah vardir. Bir sonraki
bolimde gorecegimiz lizere islevsel acidan benzer bir inang Oriintiisliniin erken do-
nem Islam tarihi kapsaminda Nir telakkisi olarak tezahiir ettigini sdylemek yanlis
olmaz.

9 Boyce, Zoroastrians; Their Religious Beliefs and Practices, 87.

10 A.F. de Jong, “Religion in Iran: The Parthian and Sasanian Periods (247 BCE - 654 CE)” In The
Cambridge History of Religions in the Ancient World, Volume II: From the Hellenistic Age to Late Antiquity,
ed. W. William Adler and Michele Renee Salzman (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), 38.

A.F. de Jong, “Religion and Politics in Pre-Islamic Iran” In The Wiley Blackwell Companion to
Zoroastrianism, ed. Michael Stausberg, Yuhan Sohrab-Dinshaw Vevaina and Anna Tessmann (Oxford: Wiley
Blackwell, 2015), 96.

11 Yarshater, The Cambridge History of Iran, 426. Anders Hultgard, “Persian Apocalypticism”, The
Encyclopedia of Apocalypticism: Volume I; The Origins of Apocalypticism in Judaism and Christianity, ed.
B. McGinn — J. J. Collins — S. J. Stein (New York: The Continuum Publishing Company, 1998), 53-54.
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Ehrimen’den Yezid’e, Saosyant’tan Mehdi’ye Sii Hareketlerde Diialist Yorumlar

Tarihsel gelismeleri diialist perspektif dahilinde anlamlandirmaya yonelik refleksler
ve toplumu selamete eristirecek bir kurtarici beklentisini ifade eden inang Oriintiileri
Sii hadis derlemelerinde de karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. ilgili érneklere gegmeden dnce
bu béliim igerisinde ilk olarak teodisi kavramina deginmek istiyorum. Orneklerin
ardindan diialist ve mesihg¢i anlatilar1 ideolojik sdylem olarak kullanan Sii hareketleri
ortaya c¢ikaran sosyolojik, psikolojik ve ekonomik dinamikler iizerinde duracagim.
Sonrasinda ise iki ayr1 varyantini nakledecegim bir mit vasitasiyla tarihsel gelismele-
ri mitlerle anlamlandirma olgusunu 6rneklendirmeye c¢alisacagim.

Din miiessesesini, “insan faaliyeti ile kurulan ve her seyi kucaklayan kutsal bir dii-
zen, her an mevcut olan kaos karsisinda kendi kendini korumasini bilen kutsal bir
kozmos” olarak tanimlayan Peter Berger, teodisi kapsamina giren inang Oriintiileri-
nin kozmosun istikrar1 agisindan tasidigr 6neme deginir. Kisaca, “yiizlesilen zorluk-
larin iistesinden gelme ve kotiiliiklerle bag etme yolunda yararlanilan dini kurtulus
teorileri” olarak tanimlanabilecek olan teodisi olgusunun insanlara anlam sunmak
gibi 6nemli bir islevi bulunmaktadir. Kriz ve belirsizlik durumlarinda anlam arayisi,
mutlu olma beklentisinin dniine gegebilmektedir. Salgin hastalik ve kitlik gibi toplu
Oliimlere sebebiyet veren talihsizlikler ile “Tanr1 bizim tutsak olmamiza neden izin
veriyor?” sorusunu ortaya ¢ikaran yabanci istilalarin neden olacagi travmatik durum-
lar, teodisi kapsamina giren formiiller vasitasiyla tahammiil edilebilir hale getirilir.
Kurtaric1 bir figiiriin belirecegine dair beklenti, haksizligin yakin bir gelecekte bite-
cegine dair umut asilayarak kriz i¢gerisindeki toplumlara dayanma giicii verir. Tecriibe
edilen anomik olaylar tanrisal yardim vasitasiyla gelecekte insa edilecek bir diizene
gonderme yapilarak mesrulastirilir ve insanlarin pesinde oldugu anlam temin edilir.
Ote taraftan bu tiirden formiillerin, tecriibe etmeye dayanan yanlislama karsisinda
dayaniksiz oldugu da bir gercektir. Kurtulusun gecikmesi ya da gergeklesmemesi,
toplumlari umutsuzluga sevk ederek insanlarin dayanma gii¢lerini zayiflatabilir. Bu
gibi durumlarda Obiir diinya telakkisine ya da bu diinyada oldugu belirtilen gizli bir
gerceklige gonderme yapilarak mevcut durumun iistesinden gelinmeye ¢alisilir. ilk
olgu i¢in “ahirette ger¢eklesecek mutlu giinler” beklentisini, ikincisi i¢in de “gaipte
olduguna ve bir giin mutlaka gelecegine inanilan Mesih-Mehdi” beklentisini 6rnek
olarak verebiliriz.'?

12 Peter L. Berger, Dinin Sosyal Gergekligi, trc. Ali Coskun (Istanbul: Insan Yayinlari, 1993), 88, 101-104,
115-116.
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Siigelenek biinyesinde sdyleme doniistiiriilen diialist unsur ve motiflere gegmeden dnce
erken donem Islam tarihinin seyri dahilinde iktidardan hosnut olmayan ziimrelerin,
ekonomik ve sosyo-psikolojik durumlari iizerinde durmak istiyorum. Islam fetihleri-
nin ardindan, ele gecirilen bolgelerde Miisliiman olan yerli niifusu tanimlamak i¢in
yeni bir terime ihtiya¢ duyulmus; bunun i¢cin Arap geleneginde zaten mevcut olan,
mevla miiessesesi islevsel hale getirilmistir. Arap toplumunda, vela adi1 verilen ge-
lenek vasitasiyla azat edilmis bir kole ya da savas esiri ile kolenin eski sahibi veya
niifuzlu bir Arap arasinda 6zel bir iliski kurulabilmekteydi. Mevla terimi, “Arap ol-
mayan Miisliiman kimse” anlaminda da kullanilmaya baslandi. Arap kdokenli olmayan
bu Miisliimanlar bir tiir patronaj iliskisi baglaminda Arap asiretlerine tabi oldular.
Islam fetihlerinin ardindan heterojenlesen Miisliiman topluluk igindeki farkli dinsel
gelenekler ile kiiltlirlerin mirasini tasiyan yeni bir ziimreyi tanimlamak i¢in mevla-
nin ¢cogulu olan mevali terimi kullanildi. Yikilan Sasani Imparatorlugu’nun bakiyesi
durumundaki bolgelerde yasayan birgok tiiccar, zanaatkar, ¢iftei, kii¢lik toprak sahibi
ve azat edilmis savas esiri din degistirmisti. Miisliiman olan bu insanlar dogal olarak
Arap dindaslar1 ile ayn1 haklara ve ayricaliklara sahip olmak istediler. Beklentileri
karsilik bulmadi. Arap yoneticiler, her biri bir Arap asiretine tabi olan bu insanlari
asiretlere diisen ganimet payindan yoksun birakmistir. Askeri gelirlerden mahrum
birakilan bu ziimreden, gayrimiislim tebaadan alinan harag¢ ve cizye gibi vergiler de
talep edildi. Bu tiir uygulamalarla hosnutsuzluga itilen mevali ziimresi, Emevi ik-
tidar1 doneminde beliren isyan hareketlerine dnemli bir insan kaynagi saglamistir.
Kokenleri nedeniyle kendilerini dislanmis hisseden insanlar, protest bir karakter arz
eden Sii hareketlere istirak etmeye basladilar.'

Bir onceki boliimde, her tiirlii tarihsel gelismeyi diialist yaklasim kapsaminda anlam-
landirmaya ¢aligsan bir zihniyetin eski Iran cografyasinda yaygin oldugunu belirtmis-
tim. Benzer bir yaklasimin erken dénem Islam tarihinin seyri icerisinde niiksettigini
de soyleyebiliriz. Mevali ziimresinin ayni dine mensup olduklari Arap muktedirleri ta-
nimlamak i¢in diialist motiflerden yararlandiklari anlasiliyor. Sosyolojik ve ekonomik
baglamdaki hosnutsuzluklar, Kerbela soylemi vasitasiyla dile getirilmeye baslandi.
Oglu olmayan Hz. Muhammed’in soyu, kuzeni ve damad1 olan Ali vasitasiyla devam
etmisti. Halife Yezid, peygamberin torunu olan Hz. Hiiseyin ile bir¢ok akrabasini 680
yilinda Kerbela’da katletmisti. Mevali ziimresi, kendi sikintilarint peygamber nesli-
nin magduriyetleriyle 6zdeslestirme yoluna gitti. “Hiiseyin’in intikam1” sdylemini
icsellestiren kitleler Sii hareketlere istirak ettiler. Isyanlarin1 mesrulastirma yolunda

13 Farhad Daftary, Ismaililer; Tarihleri ve Ogretileri, trc. Ahmet Fethi (Istanbul: Alfa Yayinlari, 2017), 93-
96.
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dialist inang Oriintiilerini i¢eren yeni bir sdylem ile ortaya ¢iktilar. Kur’an ayetlerini
yeni bir yoruma tabi tuttular. Sii hadis gelenegi bu yorumlama siirecini kolaylastirdi.

Sii geleneginde sistematik anlamda yapilan ilk hadis derlemesi es-Saffarii’l-Kummi
tarafindan kaleme alinan Basd 'irii’l-Derecdt isimli eserdir. Bu derlemedeki kimi ha-
disler konumuz a¢isindan 6nemli veriler sunar. Bu hadisler dahilinde Allah’1n kainat1
yaratmadan iki bin y1l 6nce kendi NGr’undan yeni bir ndr ve bu ikinci nlirdan da {i¢iin-
cli bir nr yarattig1 belirtilir. Bu nlirlar, Hz. Muhammed ve Hz. Ali idi. Yani bir biitiint
olusturan; Allah, Hz. Muhammed ve Hz. Ali ayn1 N{r’un birer par¢asina sahiptiler.
Sadece nfirun var oldugu bu tarih 6tesi Aleme Ummii’l-Kitdb Alemi denilmekteydi.
Misak Alemi adi verilen ikinci asamada Allah, “Ben sizin Rabbiniz degil miyim”
anlamina gelen Elestu bi Rabbikum sualini yoneltti. Orada bulunan nir zerreleri,
“Evet” anlamina gelen belad yanitin1 verdiler ki bu ibare Kur’an-1 Kerim’de yer alan
kala bela terkibinden iktibastir. Bu yanit ile imanin dort esasini kabul etmislerdi. Bu
dort esas; Allah’a, Hz. Peygambere ve peygamber soyundan gelen Imamlar ile tarihin
sonunda belirecek olan kurtarici Mehdi’ye sadakat yeminini icermekteydi. Sadakat
yeminini veren nir zerreleri ise meleklerde, peygamberlerde ve hakiki miiminlerde
tecessiim edecekti. Bu noktada, hakiki miiminler tabiri ile Siilerin isaret edildigini
belirtelim. Bu ahdin ardindan Allah iki farkli topragi tatli su ve tuzlu su ile yogurdu.
Adem soyunu olusturacak olan nir zerrelerinin iizerine bu topraklari serpti. Sonra
onlara atese girmelerini emretti. Atese giren zerreler yanmadilar. Bunlar cennete gi-
recek olan hakiki miiminlerde viicut bulacak olan zerreler idi. Atese girmeyenler ise
kiyamet giiniinde cehenneme girecek insanlarda viicut buldular. Derlemede yer alan
diger hadislerin belirttigine goére, Imamlar ve miiminler Cennet kilinden (illiyin),
Imamlara biat etmeyenler ise Cehennem ¢amurundan (siccin) yaratilmisti. Tatli sudan
yaratilan imamlar ve miiminler akli, tuzlu sudan yaratilan Sii diismanlar1 ise cehaleti
temsil etmekteydi. Hissedilebilen maddi diinya yaratildiktan sonra Muhammed-Ali
Niru, ilk insan Adem’e geg¢misti. Peygamberler silsilesi ile nesillerden nesillere ak-
tarilan bu Nir, iki kardes vasitasiyla ikiye boliinmiistii. Bu kardeslerden Abdullah,
Hz. Muhammed’in, Ebu Talib ise Hz. Ali’nin babasi1 idi. Ali’nin, Hz. Muhammed’in
kiz1 Fatima ile yaptig1 evlilik neticesinde iki Nir tekrar bir araya geldi. Fatima’nin
Mecme’’u’l-Nireyn sifati ile anilma sebebi budur. Sii gelenekte bu ilahi nlirun Ali ile
devam eden peygamber nesli kapsaminda babadan ogula gectigine inanilmaktadir.'*
Mazdeist gelenekteki Xvarenah inancinin iktidarlara mesruiyet saglamasi gibi Nur

14 Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, The Divine Guide in Early Shi’ism, The Sources of Esotericism Islam
(London-New York: I. B. Tauris Publishers, 1994), 29-43.

Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi, The Spirituality of Shi’i Islam (New York: State University of New York
Press, 2011), 143-154, 159-161, 210-211, 286.
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telakkisinin de siyasi mesruiyet iddia eden toplumsal hareketlere ideoloji temin ettigi
anlasiliyor.

S0z konusu elestu birabbikum ve kalii bela ibarelerinin iktibas edildigi 7/172 nu-
marali Kur’an 4yetinin tamami su sekildedir: “Bir de Rabbin, Ademogullarindan,
bellerindeki ziirriyetlerini alip da onlar1 kendi nefislerine sahit tutarak: ‘Ben sizin
Rabbiniz degil miyim?’ dedigi vakit, ‘pekala Rabbimizsin, sahidiz’ dediler. (Bunu)
kiyamet giinii ‘Bizim bundan haberimiz yoktu’ demeyesiniz diye (yapmistik).” “Ki-
tabin Anas1” anlamindaki Ummii’1-Kitab terkibi ise Al-i imran stresi 3/7, Ra’d si-
resi 13/39 ve Zuhruf stresi 43/4 numarali ayetlerde yer almaktadir. Sii gelenek, ismi
gecen ilk ayette yer alan “ilimde derinlesenler” mealindeki rasihtne fi-I’ilm terki-
biyle Sii Imamlarin isaret edildigini savunmaktadir. Benzer sekilde muhtelif Kur’an
ayetlerinde yer alan “saf akil (sagduyu) sahibi kimseler” anlamindaki ‘ulu’l-elbab
terkibini de Siileri kasteder bir mahiyette yoruma tabi tutarlar.'” Asagida deginece-
gim asirilik¢1 Gulat hareketleriyle arasina bir mesafe koysun ya da koymasin Sii ge-
lenegin kendisini Islam diinyasinda ayr1 bir konuma yerlestirdigi gézlemlenmistir ki
diialist unsurlara tekrar igslev kazandirma olgusu da tam bu noktada karsimiza ¢ikar.
Sehrban( anlatist diialist inan¢ unsurlarinin Islami bir sdylem altinda yeniden sekil-
lendirilmesi hususunda 6nemli bir 6rnegi teskil eder.

Rivayete gore Sasani Hiikiimdar1 Yezdigirt’in kiz1 Sehrbani, islam ordular: tarafin-
dan esir alinmistir. “Bir hiikiimdar kizinin kdle olmasi kabul edilemez” diyerek or-
taya ¢ikan Hz. Ali, kiz1 serbest birakir. Serbest kalan kiz, Hz. Ali’nin oglu Hiiseyin
ile evlenir ve Imam Zeynel Abidin’i dogurur. Bu anlat1 bize Islam inancini kabul
eden Iranlilarin, yani mevali ziimresinin Sii gelenege entegre olma ¢abasini gdsterir.
Sehrbani anlatisi, Mazdeist kabuller kapsaminda Iran hiikiimdar soyuna bahsedildi-
gine inanilan xvarenah unsuru ile islam gelenegindeki nir telakkisini bir potada eri-
tir. Xvarenah sahibi Sehrbant ile Nir sahibi olan Hz. Hiiseyin arasinda yapilan evli-
lik ile Peygamber soyu ve Iran kraliyet ailesi bir araya gelmis, her iki gelenegi temsil
eden bir figiir olarak dordiincii Imam Zeynel Abidin ismi ortaya ¢ikmistir. Anlatinin
ilerleyen boliimlerinde; olacaklari 6nceden bilen Hiiseyin’in sayesinde Sehrbanti’nun
kactig1 ve Kerbela katliamindan kurtuldugu nakledilmektedir. Rey sehrinde bulunan
Taberek Dagi’nin eteklerine geldiginde kendisini takip eden askerlerden kurtulmak
icin Allah’a yakaran prensesin dili slirger ve “kurtar beni ya HG” diyecegine “kurtar
beni ya kih” der. Bunun iizerine kayalarin arasinda bir yarik acilir ve prenses bu

15 Maria Massi Dakaka, The Charismatic Community, Shi’ite Identity in Early Islam (New York: State
University of New York Press, 2007), 161.
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yariktan iceri girerek daga siginir. Kith kelimesinin Farscada Dag anlamina geldi-
gini hatirlatalim. Bolgedeki Sii gelenek nazarinda burasi giinlimiizde de bir ziyaret
merkezi olarak kutsalligin1 korumaktadir. Ote taraftan Sii gelenege dahil olmayan
ve Zerdiisti kimliklerini muhafaza eden ziimreler arasinda anlatilagelen farkli bir
Sehrbant anlatis1 da mevcuttur. Bu anlatida ise Arap ordusundan kagan Yezdigirt’in
kizlarinin Yezd sehrinin kuzeybati diizliiklerinde bulunan bir daga sigindiklar: ifade
edilir. Ahura Mazda bu kizlara sahip ¢ikmis ve onlar1 kayalarda bulunan goézlerin
icinde saklamistir. Zerdiistilerin, 1960’11 yillara kadar kayalar iizerinde yontulmus
olan ii¢ gdzii ziyaret ettikleri ve bu bdlgeyi kutsadiklar1 bilinmektedir.'® 1ki varyant
dahilinde iki farkli 6teki ile karsilasiyoruz. Zerdiistilerin anlatisinda diisman unsuru
olarak karsimiza Miisliiman Araplar ¢ikarken Miisliiman olan Iranlilarin, yani Siilerin
anlatisinda 6teki, peygamber soyunun hayatina kastetmis olan Halife Yezid ve onun
takipgileridir.

Iktidara muhalif toplumsal hareketlerin, Kerbela katliamina vurgu yapan bir
magduriyet sdylemini ideoloji olarak kullandiklarini belirtmistim. Bu ideolojinin
merkezinde Nir telakkisi yer almaktaydi. Muhammed-Ali’nin nliruna sahip olmak
iktidarda s6z sahibi olmak anlamina geliyordu. Ekonomik ve sosyolojik baglamda-
ki magduriyetlerini gidermek i¢in iktidarda s6z sahibi olmak isteyen mevali zliimre-
si bu nfira sahip oldugu diisiiniilen sahsiyetleri 6n plana ¢ikardi. iktidar karsisinda
caresiz olduklar1 donemlerde ise Muhammed-Ali nlruna sahip olan Mehdi’nin bir
glin belirerek yeryiiziinde adaleti tesis edecegi inancini tasidilar. Bunlarin arasinda
Hz. Ali ve onun nesline tanrilik isnat edenler ve reenkarnasyona inananlar da var-
d1. Siinni Islam yorumunu benimsemis iktidardan sapkin damgasin1 yemek isteme-
yen Siiler kendilerini bu tip iddialar1 dile getiren gruplardan ayirmak istediler. Diger
gruplar1 tanimlamak i¢in radikal anlamina gelen galiyye ve gulat terimlerini kullan-
dilar. Kendileri ile radikaller arasina sinir koyan Siilere ise On iki Imamec Siiler ad1
verildi. Sii gelenek igerisinde kendisini ayr1 bir konuma yerlestiren On iki Imamc1
hareketin bu siyasi manevrasina karsin Muhammed Ali Amir-Moezzi, erken donem
Sii tarihinde bu tiirden keskin bir ayrimin olmadigi goriisiinii savunur ve ilerleyen
siire¢ dahilinde vurgulanan farkliliklarin yapay bir tasnif ortaya c¢ikardigini ekler.
'7 On iki imam Siasinin diger gruplar gibi kisa 6émiirlii olmamasinin ve Safevi ikti-
darinin ortaya ¢ikisina kadar varligini siirdiirebilmesinin arkasinda iktidarin hosuna
gitmeyecek inang akidelerini basarili bir sekilde saklama yeteneginin bulundugunu
soyleyebiliriz. Diger gruplara donecek olursak Mugiriyye, Sebe’iyye, Keysaniyye,

16 Mary Boyce, “Bibi Shahrbant and the Lady of Pars” BSOAS 30, sy. 1 (1967): 30-44.

17 Amir-Moezzi, The Divine Guide in Early Shi’ism, 129-130
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Karibiyye, Cendhiyye, Ravendiyye, Harbiyye ve Ismailiyye gibi hareketlerin hemen
hepsinde Muhammed-Ali niiru sdylemini 6ne ¢ikaran ve diialist yorumlar1 igeren me-
sih¢i inang Oriintiilerini gérmek miimkiindiir. Allah’1, 1siktan bir insan olarak tarif
eden Mugire b. Said el-Icli’nin takipgileri kendilerini karanligin ¢ocuklarin1 yok et-
mek iizere se¢ilen miiminler olarak tanimladilar. Mugire b. Said el-Icli’ye gére Allah
imansizlar1 karanlik ve tuzlu, miiminleri ise parlak ve tatli deniz suyundan yaratmisti.
Allah goklere, yeryliziine ve daglara Hz. Ali’yi korumalarin1 emretmisti fakat onlar
bu emri dinlememislerdi. Bu nedenle bu gorevi insanlara devretti. Ama insanlar Hz.
Ali’ye ihanet ettiler, peygamberin 6liimiiniin ardindan hakki olan halifeligi ona ver-
mediler.'”® Mugire’nin, “Evet, biz o emaneti Goklere, Yere ve Daglara arz ettik, onlar
onu yiiklenmeye yanasmadilar, ondan korktular da onu insan yiiklendi, o cidden ¢ok
zalim, cok cahildir.” mealindeki 33/72 numarali Kur’an ayetini farkli bir yoruma
tabi tuttugu anlasiliyor. Bu mitosun, Emevi iktidarindan memnun olmayan muhalif
soylem tarafindan insa edildigi aciktir. Hz. Ali’nin ¢agdasi olan Abdullah ibn Sebe’
ve taraftarlarina gore ise Ali 6lmemisti, gokyiiziine yiikselmis ve bulutlarin arasinda
yasamakta 1di. GOk giirlemesi Hz. Ali’nin sesiydi ve yildirim da kamg¢isinin savkin-
dan bagka bir sey degildi. Mesih olan Ali, adaleti getirmek i¢in yeryiiziine donecek ve
asasiyla Araplar1 yonlendirecekti.'® Muhtar Ibn Ebi ‘Ubeyd el-Sakafi de Hz. Ali’nin
kole olan esinden dogan Muhammed ibn el-Hanefiyye’nin Mehdi ve Imam oldugunu
iddia ederek mevcut iktidara karsi isyan baslatti. Mevali zlimresi tarafindan destek-
lenen ve iktidar tarafindan bastirilan bu isyan hareketi Keysaniyye olarak adlandi-
rildi. Bu isyan hareketi Muhammed ibn el-Hanefiyye’nin 6liimiinlin ardindan farkli
gruplara bolinmiistiir. Karibiyye adi verilen grup Muhammed ibn el-Hanefiyye’nin
O0lmedigine ve Radva Dagi’nda yasadigina inaniyordu. Cenahiyye olarak adlandirilan
diger bir grup ise Hz. Ali’nin kardesi Cafer’in soyundan gelen Abdullah Ibn Muaviye
¢evresine toplandi. i1k insan Adem’de bedenlesen Allah’in ruhunun 6nceki peygam-
berler vasitasiyla Hz. Muhammed’e ve sonrasinda ise Hz. Ali’nin oglu Muhammed
ibn el-Hanefiyye araciligiyla Abdullah Ibn Muaviye’ye gectigine inaniyorlardi.? Isa
Peygamber’in ruhunun Hz. Ali’den itibaren imamlara gectigine inanan bir diger grup
olan Ravendiyye mensuplar1t nazarinda, Emevi iktidarina son veren Eba Miislim de
Allah’1n ruhuna sahipti. Patricia Crone, Hz. Ali’nin kdle esinden dogan Muhammed
ibn el-Hanefiyye merkezli inanc¢larin; anneleri kéle olan Miisliiman ¢ocuklarin olus-

18 William F. Tucker, Mahdis and Millenarians, Shi’ite Extremists in Early Muslim Iraq (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2008), 56, 60, 62-63.

19 Tucker, Mahdis and Millenarians, 9-18.

20 Tucker, Mahdis and Millenarians, 19-30, 101-102.

366



DERLEME-ANALIZ MAKALESI

Q‘ EKLEKTIiK E-ISSN: 2980-2849

’ DOI: 10.61150/eklektik.2024020206

turdugu kitleler tarafindan daha kolay benimsenmis olma ihtimaline dikkat ¢eker.?!

Yukaridaki &rnekler dahilinde Kur’an ayetleri ile erken donem Islam tarihine dair
gelismelerin diialist bir yoruma tabi tutuldugunu goriiyoruz. Artik karanligi ve kotii-
liigii temsil eden Ehrimen’in yerini, Hz. Ali ve ogullarinin halifeligini kabul etmeyen
kesimler, yani Yezid ve takipcileri almisti. Yezid soyunun karsisinda ise iyilik ve
aydinligin temsilcisi olan Imamlar ve onlara biat eden Siiler vardi. Arap ydneticiler
tarafindan yok sayilan Iran kokenli mevali ziimresi Sii hareket yaninda saf tuttu.
Imamlarin siyasi mesrutiyeti, Allah’in onlara bahsettigi Muhammed-Ali nirundan
kaynaklaniyordu. Basarisizlik ile sonug¢lanan isyanlarin neden oldugu hayal kiriklik-
lar1, bir diger diialist motifi islevsel hale getirmis goriiniiyor: “iyi ve kotli arasindaki
kozmik miicadelenin finalinde, yeryliziine adaleti getirecek olan kozmik kurtarici.”
Muhammed-Ali nliruna sahip olduklar1 belirtilen bu kurtaricilar, hidayete erdirilmis
manasina gelen Mehdi sdzciigii ile anilmaya baslandilar. Bu formiil, islam cografya-
sinin farkli bolgelerinde farkli zaman dilimlerinde vuku bulmus bir¢ok isyanin ideo-
lojisine ve manifestosuna zemin olusturdu.

Safevi Devleti’nin ideolojik sdylemine ge¢meden once “Islami unsurlarin diialist
yorumu” ibaresiyle kastetti§im olgunun altini bir kez daha ¢izmek istiyorum. Bu
tanimlama dahilinde kastettigim iyi ve kotii giicii temsilen mevcut olduguna inani-
lan iki yaratict unsur degildir. Allah, Muhammed ve Ali’nin bir biitiin olusturdugu
inancinin merkezinde yer alan nir telakkisine dikkat ¢ekiyorum. Diialist bir yaklagim
baglaminda viicut bulan bu yeni Islam yorumuna gore kozmik miicadelenin taraflari-
n1 olusturan 1yi ve kotli kamplagsmasi, yaratilistan ¢ok dnce gergeklestigine inanilan
Elest Ahdi ile baglamisti. Bu ahit kapsaminda Allah, Muhammed ve Ali birligine biat
eden ruhlar yeryiiziindeki miiminlerde; biat etmeyenler ise giinahkar insanlarda be-
denlesmisti. Tarihsel ve siyasi gelismeler, bu ayrim kapsaminda tanimlaniyor, yeryii-
ziinde zulme son verecek olan Mehd1 inanc1 da bu diizlemde islevsellik kazaniyordu.

Safevi Devleti ve Gocebelere Yonelik Propagandasi

Siirecin analizi agisindan Osmanli Imparatorlugu’na meydan okuyan Safevi Devle-
ti’nin propagandasi kadar bu dinsel ideolojiyi i¢gsellestiren insanlarin tutumlar1 da
onemlidir. Kisisel ¢ikar ve siyasi manevralarin Osmanli- Safevi rekabetinin seyrini
etkiledigi muhakkaktir. Buna karsin benim esas odak noktam: Safevi Sahi Ismail

21 Patricia Crone, The Nativist Prophets of Early Islamic Iran; Rural Revolt and Local Zoroastrianism
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012), 43.
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i¢in savasan ve inanclar1 ugruna Osmanli mahkemelerince yargilanmaktan ¢ekinme-
yen siradan insanlar olusturmaktadir. Mehdi inanci bu insanlarin hangi ihtiyaglarina
karsilik vermistir ve bu insanlarin Islam’in diialist yorumunu i¢sellestirme siirecini
etkileyen sosyolojik, psikolojik ve ekonomik etkenler nelerdir gibi sorulara yanit
vermeye c¢alisacagim.

16. yiizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde Safevi propagandasinin Osmanli topraklarinda etkili ol-
mast hususunda Anadolu’da yasayan gocebe Tiirkmen asiretlerinin ekonomik ve sos-
yo-psikolojik durumlari biiyiik bir dnem arz eder. Osmanli yonetiminin 15. ylizyilin
ortasinda zirve noktasina ulasan merkezilesme siyaseti, devlete askeri hizmet sunan
konargocer asiretler ile akinci gruplarini zor durumda birakmisti. II. Mehmed dev-
rinde timarli sipahilere doniistiiriilen akinci aileleri yeni diizenin bir pargasini olus-
turmaya devam ederlerken konargdger zlimrelerin biliyiik bir bolimii merkezilesme
siirecine ayak uyduramadi. Baglarina buyruk tavirlar1 yiiziinden ne yapacaklar1 6nden
kestirilemeyen gocebe asiretler Saray nazarinda askeri itibarlarini kaybettiler. Go-
cebeler aldiklar1 karar1 ¢ok basit bir bicimde gosterirlerdi; kalarak ya da giderek.??
Gocgebe diinya goriisii acisindan gayet dogal olan bu tutum Osmanli biirokratlar ta-
rafindan ¢ok sert bir dille elestirilmistir. Ibn Kemal, giivenilmez oluslarini su sekilde
ifade eder: “(II. Bayezid) Tiirkmen’in verdigi soziin ve yaptig1 antlagsmanin giivenil-
mez oldugunu bilirdi. Atasina (I. Bayezid) yaptiklar1 kotiiliigii kendisine de yapma-
larindan korkardi. lyi giinde var olup zor giinlerde ortadan kaybolurlardi.” Orug Bey
ise “gocebelerle birlikte yola ¢ikilmaz” diye belirtir ve onlar1 hirsizlik ve haydutlukla
suglar.??> S6z konusu sifatlar; gocebe yasam tarzi baglaminda dnemli bir ge¢im kapisi
olan yagma ve talan eylemlerini isaret etmekteydi. Mevsimsel yolculuklari esnasin-
da sahip olduklar1 hayvan siiriileri ile tarla, bag ve bahgelere zarar vermeleri de bir
diger 6nemli sorunu ortaya cikarmistir. Bu eylemleri gogebeler ile yerlesik niifus
arasinda biiyiik bir gerilimin dogmasina sebep olmustur. Gé¢ebe hayat tarzinin iki
onemli 6zelligi, hareketlilik ve basina buyrukluk, merkezilesen Osmanli Devleti’nin
toprak rejimine ters diisiiyordu. Osmanli yonetimi tarafindan yerlesik hayata gec-
meye ve vergi vermeye zorlanmalari, zaten zor durumda olan gog¢ebe Tiirkmenleri
daha da sikintiya sokmustur. Daha onceleri onlar i¢in bir gelir kapist olan Osmanli
savas ekonomisi artik onlar1 vergi miikellefi olarak géren bir canavara doniismiistii.

22 Rudi Paul Lindner, Orta¢ag Anadolu sunda Gogebeler ve Osmanlilar, trc. Miifit Giinay (Ankara: imge
Kitabevi, 2000), 58.

23 Ahmet Ugur, Ibn Kemdl, Tevdrih-i Al-i Osman VIII. Defter (Transkripsiyon) (Ankara: TTK Yayinlari,
1997), 150. Necdet Oztiirk, Oru¢ Beg Tarihi (Osmanli Tarihi (1288-1502)) (Istanbul: Bilge Kiiltiir Sanat
Yayinlari, 2014), 122.
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II. Mehmed’in vergi takvimini degistirmesi ve vergi miktarinit arttirmast gocebe asi-
retleri ekonomik anlamda felakete siiriiklemisti. Vergi oraninin tespiti ve verginin
tahsili, siiriiler yaylaya ¢ikmadan O6nce yapilmaya baslandi. Bu donem, gocebelere
ait siiriilerin say1 olarak en fazla goriilecegi donemdi ¢ilinkii yeni dogan kuzular i¢in
de vergi konulmustu. Gogebeler yolculuk esnasinda kaybettikleri hayvanlarin ver-
gisini de pesinen 6demis oldular. Kararlastirilmis otlak giizergahlarindan sapmalar:
durumunda Osmanli yonetimi tarafindan verilen para cezalar1 durumlarini daha da
zorlastirdi. Bu siirece Osmanli biirokratlarinin onlar1 kiigiik goren tavir ve hareketleri
de eklenince gocgebelerin Oniinde iki segenek kalmisti: yerlesik yasama ge¢gmek ya da
isyan etmek.?* 15. yiizyilin ikinci yarisinda ortaya ¢ikan bu sosyo-ekonomik krizin,
bir sonraki yiizyilin siyasi gelismelerine yon verecek genis ¢capli bir sosyal travmaya
sebep oldugunu sdylemek yanlis olmaz.

Sosyal travma ibaresini 6zellikle kullandim ¢linkii sosyal travmaya sebebiyet veren
hadiseler, yukarida agiklamaya calistigim teodisi kapsamindaki inang¢ Oriintiilerinin
i¢sellestirilmesini kolaylastirmaktadir. Merkezilesen devlet sistemine dahil olamayan
ve Osmanli biirokrasisi tarafindan dislanan gocebe asiretler yiizlerini Safevi Tari-
kati’na ¢evirdiler. Silahlanma siyasetini giiden Seyh Ciineyd’in, basinda bulundugu
tarikat1 siyasi bir yapiya doniistirme hedefi vardi. Osmanli yonetiminin disladig:
gocebe Tirkmenler, Ciineyd’in bu hedefi acisindan bicilmis kaftandi. Savas¢t mii-
ritler olarak Safevi hareketine hizmet etmeye basladilar. Ciineyd’in oglu Haydar li-
derliginde gerceklestirilen askeri seferler, gocebe asiretler i¢in yeni bir gelir kaynagi
yaratt1. Ciineyd’in hedefini torunu olan Ismail gerceklestirdi. Tarikat1 resmi bir dev-
lete doniistiirmeyi basaran Ismail, kendisini “Sah” ilan ettiginde Anadolu’daki go-
¢ebe Tiirkmenlerin biiyiik bir kisminin destegini coktan kazanmist1.>* Sah Ismail’e
destek verdikleri i¢cin gdcebe Tiirkmenleri lanetleyen Osmanli biirokratlarinin bazi
satirlarinin itiraf niteligi tasidigini séylemek yanlis olmaz. Ibn Kemal, 6mrii boyunca
adam yerine koyulmayan ve timar sahibi olamayan kimselerin Ismail’in yaninda
itibar gordiiklerini ve askeri riitbe kazandiklarini belirtir.?¢ 1. Bayezid’in bozulan
iilke diizeninden haberdar olmadigini ifade eden Hoca Sadeddin ise gogebe Tiirkmen-
lerin ismail’in ugrunda canlarini, ¢ocuklarin1 ve mallarin1 feda edecek hale geldik-

24 Lindner, Orta¢ag Anadolu sunda Gogebeler ve Osmanlilar, 97-105, 113-114

25 Ruza Yildirim, Aleviligin Dogusu, Kizilbas Sufiliginin Toplumsal ve Siyasal Temelleri 1300-1501
(Istanbul: iletisim Yayinlari, 2017), 185-205.

26 Ugur, Ibn Kemadl, 233, 251, 277.
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lerini ekler. Oyle ki Ismail’in adini isittikleri zaman secde etmektedirler.”’ Dénemin
kaynaklar1 incelendiginde Osmanli biirokratlarinin gocebeleri asagilamak i¢in sik
sik, Etrak-1 bi-idrak, terkibini kullandiklar1 goriilecektir. Ismail’in Osmanl1 ydnetimi
ile gocebe asiretler arasindaki bu gerilimden istifade ettigi anlasiliyor. Dedelerinin
izinden giden Ismail, gocebeleri kendi safinda tutmayr basardi. Sundugu yagma
gelirlerinin yan1 sira onlara hitap eden siyasi bir sdyleme ihtiyact vardi. Bu amaci
dogrultusunda yogun bir propaganda faaliyetine giristi. Bu noktada s6z konusu pro-
pagandanin igerdigi enkarnasyon ve reenkarnasyon inanglarinin, Ismail’in resmi din
olarak ilan ettigi On iki Imam Siiliginin temel esaslar1 agisindan kesinlikle kabul
edilemez oldugunu ayrica belirtmek gerekir. Ismail, Kerbela’nin intikami, sdylemini
tekrar giindeme getirdi. ismail’i desteklemenin ekonomik getirisi oldugu muhakkakt
Ote yandan siirece sadece ve sadece ekonomik fayda perspektifinden yaklagsmak ye-
terli degildir. Diglanmak, yok sayilmak, asagilanmak ve her seyden 6nemlisi yasam
tarzin1 degistirme tehlikesi ile ylizlesmek travmaya sebebiyet verecek hadiselerdi.
Yerlesik yasam bi¢gimine ge¢cmek gocgebeler agisindan tam bir felaketti.

Travmatik olaylar neticesinde bir lidere ya da ideolojiye baglanma siirecinin tahlili
hususunda Vamik Volkan’in paradigmasindan yararlanmak istiyorum. Oncelikle bu
paradigmanin kilit noktasini olusturan genis grup kimligi, ¢ekirdek kimlik, se¢ilmis
orselenme ve zamanin ¢okmesi gibi kavramlar agiklayacagim, sonrasinda ise bu kav-
ramlar1 16. yilizyilda vuku bulan siirecin tahlilinde kullanacagim. Genis grup kimligi
kavrami, yasamlar1 boyunca kolay kolay bir araya gelmeyecek olan binlerce insanin
ayni etnik, dini ya da ideolojik gruba ait olmaya dayanan aynilik duygusuyla birbirle-
rine baglanmalar1 olgusunu isaret eder. Cekirdek kimlik ise insanlarin kaybetmekten
korktuklar1 ve kaybettikleri zaman yerine kolay kolay yenisini koyamayacaklar1 bi-
reysel kimlik duygusunu ifade eder. Olumsuz bir olay sonucunda, ¢ocukluk caglarin-
daki korku ve arzular1 yeniden canlanan yetiskin insanlarin i¢inde bulunduklar1 va-
ziyete psikoloji disiplininde gerileme adi verilmektedir. Topluluklar da bireyler gibi
gerileme gosterebilirler. Can ve mal kaybi, prestij kayb1 ya da bir bagka grup tara-
findan asagilanma gibi kitlesel bir 6rselenmeyle yiizlesen topluluklarda beliren genis
grup gerilemesi, grup kimligini stirdiirme, koruma, yeniden bicimlendirme ve onarma
cabalarinin gostergesidir. Toplumsal kargasalar, ekonomik krizler, savas ya da ¢ok
keskin siyasi degisiklikler gibi ortak stres durumlarinda genis grup kimligi, grubun
her bir liyesinin sahip oldugu bireysel kimlikten ¢ok daha 6nemli bir hale gelmek-
tedir. Paylasilmis caresizlik ve kiigiik diigiiriilme gibi genis grup kimligine yonelik

27 Ismet Parmaksizoglu, Hoca Sadettin Efendi Tacii’t-Tevarih IV (Istanbul: Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Yayinlari,
1979), 43-44, 170-171, 192-193.
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ciddi tehditler, grubun mensuplar1 nazarinda kisisel tehlike ya da bireysel yaralanma
olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bu tiir bir yaklasimin, kendiligin parcalanmasina kar-
s1 paylasilmis savunmalar yaratma gibi bir islevi bulunmaktadir. Gerileme siirecine
girmis genis gruplar, genis grup kimliklerini korumak ve kimliklerini baskalarindan
ayirt etmek i¢in birtakim ortak diisiince, duygu ve etkinliklerden yararlanmaya cali-
sirlar.?® Bu tiirden bir siireg ile yiizlesen genis gruplar arasinda niikseden yirmi temel
tutum tespit edilmistir. Genis gruba mensup insanlar arasinda gézlemlenen bu tutum-
lardan bir kism1 konumuz agisindan biiyiik 6nem tagsimaktadir:

Gozleri kapal1 bir bigimde bir lidere baglanmak,

Hasim gruplar ile kendileri arasindaki kii¢iik farkliliklara odaklanmak,
Keskin bir biz ve onlar ayrimina gitmek,

Arinmay1 isaret eden simgesel davraniglarda bulunmaya baslamak,

Sec¢ilmis orselenmeler ve secilmis zaferlerle zaman ¢okmesi olgusunu
gergeklestirmek.?

Secilmis 0rselenme kavrami; bir genis grubun siddetli bir ortak kayip ve umarsizlik
duygusuyla yiizlesmesine, bir baska grubun kurbani olmasina ya da paylasilmis in-
cinme duygularina yol acan bir olayin zihinsel tasarimi olarak tanimlanabilir. Se¢ilen
ya da tecriibe edilen trajedi ile ilgili zihinsel tasarim, zamanla genis grup kimliginin
temel bir belirteci haline gelmektedir. Secilmis olayin, grup liyelerini stirekli bir ay-
nilik duygusu baglaminda bir arada tutma islevi bulunmaktadir. Genis grup, stres
altinda kaldik¢a yasanan Orselenmeye yanit olarak bireyler arasindaki diisiinme ve
hissetme farkliliklar1 giderek azalma egilimi gosterir. Grubun kimliginin tehdit edil-
digi stres durumlarinda dile getirilen se¢ilmis drselenme dahilinde, grubun bellegin-
de mevcut olan diisman hakkindaki hisler canlandirilabilir ve stireklilik gosteren bir
kurban olma duygusu yiiceltilebilir. Zaman ¢dkmesi olarak adlandirilan bu siirec ige-
risinde se¢ilmis drselenme, sanki daha diin yasanmis gibi hatirlanmaktadir. Gegmise
iliskin duygular, giincel olaylar ve ¢cagin diismanlariyla 6zdeslestirilir. Canlandirilan
bu hisler dahilinde insanlar biiyiik kitlesel eylemlere yonlendirilebilirler.?°

28 Vamik D. Volkan, Kérii Kériine Inang, Kriz ve Terér Dénemlerinde Genis Gruplar ve Liderleri, trc.
Ozgiir Karagam (Istanbul: Asi Kitap, 2017): 10, 36-37, 70-74.

29 Volkan, Kérii Koriine Inancg, 75-77.

30 Volkan, Korii Koriine Inang, 13, 57-61.
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Ismail’in inga ettigi ve Anadolu Tiirkmenlerinin i¢sellestirdigi dinsel ideoloji dahilinde
sec¢ilmis drselenme, 680 yilinda meydana gelen Kerbela katliami idi. i¢inde bulun-
duklar1 travmatik siire¢ baglaminda kendi vaziyetlerini Hiiseyin’in katliyle, hasimlari
olan Osmanli yonetimini ise Emevi Halifesi Yezid ile 6zdeslestiren gocebeler Sah
Ismail’i takip ettiler. Boylece Volkan’in zaman ¢okmesi olarak adlandirdig: olgu da
gerceklesmisti. Hiiseyin’in intikami1 donemin Yezid’i olan Osmanlilardan alinacakti.
“Muhammed-Ali nliruna biat eden seckin topluluk™ inanc1 iizerine bir genis grup kim-
ligi insa edildi. Yaratilis 0ncesinde gergeklesen Elest Ahdi dahilinde Bela cevabini
veren ruhlardan olusan bu grup, diger yetmis iki topluluktan ayrilmisti. Selamete eri-
sen topluluk anlamina gelen Giirih-1 Naci terkibi bu toplulugu isaret eder. Daha 6nce
kendisini Tebriz’de Sah ilan eden Ismail, Anadolu’ya da Mehdi sifatiyla hitap ediyor-
du. Artik o, on ikinci Imam Mehdi, yani Zamanin Ali’si olarak gériiliiyordu. Bu sifa-
t1, Hz. Ali’den sonraki biitiin Imamlarin, Muhammed-Ali niirunu tasidigina yonelik
inan¢tan kaynaklanmaktaydi. Nir telakkisinin, reenkarnasyon inancini kamufle eden
bir formiil oldugunu sdylemek yanlis olmaz. Ozerklige vurgu yapan sembol olarak
Hz. Ali’nin iki uglu kilic1 Zilfikar secildi. Sec¢ilmis zafer ise gegcmisten ¢ok gelecekle
ilgiliydi. Yolu gézlenen Mehdi’nin zuhuru ile Osmanli zulmii son bulacak ve yeryii-
ziinde adalet hakim olacakti. Alevi ve Bektasi geleneklerinde bu ideolojinin esasla-
rin1 igeren bir¢ok siir bulunmaktadir. Yazi kiiltiiriiniin yaygin olmadigi gocebe toplu-
luklara dair sosyolojik dinamikleri gz 6niinde bulundurdugumuzda bugiin siir olarak
tanimlanan s6zlii gelenek {iriinlerinin bir propaganda enstriimani oldugunu séylemek
yanlis olmaz. S6zlii gelenek baglaminda dilden dile yayilan bu siirlerin sonraki nesil-
ler tarafindan yaziya gecirilmesi donemin kolektif bellegine dair veriler edinmemizi
kolaylastirmistir. Hatai mahlasi ile yazdig: siirlerde kendisini Hz. Ali’ye ait 6zellik-
lerle tasvir eden Ismail, yeryiiziine Yezid taraftarlarin1 yok etmek i¢in geldigini beyan
etmektedir. Kinindaki kili¢ ve bindigi at Hz. Ali’ye ait olan Ziilfikar ve Diildiil’ diir:

‘Ali Ismail’im geldim
Alemi seyran eylerim
Ziilfikar durmaz kininda

Giinde yiiz bin kan eylerim...

Strerim ol Duldul at1
Kimse bilmez bu sifati
Velayeti kerameti

Tarikatte kan eylerim...
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Yezid i miisrikin kokiin keserem

Ceragam yane yane simdi geldim

Ezelden gelmisem Sahe ezelden

S1ginmagil cihane simdi geldim...

Muhammed mu’ciz i Sah Ziilfikari

Elimdedir nisane simdi geldim

Havaric ehlini koyman cihédne

Hatai’yem cihane simdi geldim?'!
Yukaridaki dizelerin bizzat Sah Ismail tarafindan yazildigini ispatlama sansimiz yok.
Ona ait olmasa dahi Ismail’in kolektif hafizadaki yerini gdstermesi bakimindan énem
tasir. 1527 yilinda vuku bulan Kalender Celebi ayaklanmasina istirak ettigi diislinii-
len Pir Ali’ye atfedilen asagidaki dortliikler, Osmanli iktidarinin Yezid ile 6zdeslesti-
rilmesini, Volkan’in tanimiyla zaman ¢dkmesi olgusunu agik¢a gostermektedir:

Osman oglanlar1 ettigin bulsun

Mekéanimiz bas1 dumanli daglar

Dilerim Mevla’dan yardimci olsun

Kogyigit er meydaninda bu ¢aglar

Osmanli ogluna giiciimiiz yetmez
Bize ettiklerin Yezidler etmez
Goziimden obamin hayali gitmez

Gonil yarasint yoktur bir saglar

31 Ismail Ozmen, Alevi-Bektasi Siirleri Antolojisi II, 16. Yiizyil (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Yaynlari,
1998a), 175, 183.
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Osmanli bu diinya sana da kalmaz
Zannetme bu kan1 $dhoglu almaz

Aglarim desmaller yasimi silmez

GOz goz olmus yaram yoktur bir baglar

‘Ali’m der senin de yikilir tahtin
Aksine devreder bir giin ol bahtin
Elinden alirlar devletin rahtin

Mii’minler sad olur Yezidler aglar...

Hey Yezid yanina kalir m1 sandin
Nice intikamlar alinsa gerek
Mehdi ¢ikar ise nicolur halin

Heybetli kiisleri ¢alinsa gerek

Gazi Mehdi bir giin Urum’a ¢ikar
Yezid kalasini hem burcun yikar
On iki imamin sancagin ¢eker

Kirmizi tag ile salinsa gerek

Sanma ki Osmanli yanina kalir
Tanr1’nin aslan1 Sah oglu gelir
Darb ile elinden tahtini alir

Harabende erkan siiriilse gerek

Yezid goze almis ol giizel Sah’1
Muhammed ‘Ali’dir onun yardag:
‘Al’m bu diinyaya gelir bir dahi

Isiten Yezidler yerinse gerek
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Bir giin diinyanin da sahibi gelir
On iki imam’1n hakkin1 alir
Yezidler aradan hep telef olur

Mii’minlerin hali sorulsa gerek

Pir ‘Ali der Mehdi ciger yanigi

Kirmizidir donu yesil sancagi

Diizelim kosalim bahgeyi bag1

Yezidler aradan siiriilse gerek??
Pir Sultan Abdal’a atfedilen asagidaki dortliikklerin gosterdigi lizere Hz. Hiiseyin’in
intikam1 Yezid’den, yani Osmanli padisahindan alinacakti. Osmanlilarin Emeviler ile
ozdeslestirilmesi sadece Yezid ismiyle degil Mervan ibaresiyle de vurgulanmaktadir.
Yolu gozlenen Mehdi Hz. Ali’nin kendisiydi:

Gelin canlar bir olalim

Miinkire kili¢ calalim

Hiiseyn’in kanin alalim

Tevekkeltu taalallah...

Acalim kizil sancagi
Gegsin Yezid’lerin ¢agi
Elimizde ‘ask bigagi

Tevekkeltu taalallah

Mervan soyunu vuralim
Hiiseyn’in kanin soralim

Padisahin 6ldiirelim

32 Ismail Ozmen, Alevi-Bektasi Siirleri Antolojisi I1I, 17-18. Yiizy1l (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1
Yayinlari, 1998b), 17-18.
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Tevekkelti taalallah3?

Gozleyi gozleyi goziim dort oldu
‘Al’m ne yatarsin glinlerin geldi
Korular kalmadi kara yurt oldu

‘Ali’m ne yatarsin giinlerin geldi

Kizilirmak gibi bendinden bosan
Hama’dan Mardin’den Sivas’a dosen
Diildiil egerlendi Ziilfikar kusan

‘Ali’m ne yatarsin giinlerin geldi...

Sah’in gelecegin bir giin duydular
Yezidler la’net gomlegin geydiler
Imam ‘Aliyyii’r-Riza’ya kiydilar

‘Al’m ne yatarsin gilinlerin geldi

Pir Sultan Abdal’im bu s6ziim haktir
Vallahi s6ziimiin hatas1 yoktur
Simdiki sofunun Yezid’i ¢oktur

‘Ali’m ne yatarsin giinlerin geldi*

Safevi propagandasi dahilinde yazildigi anlasilan Hizir-ndme baslikli metin diialist
yaklasimin Anadolu sahasindaki tezahiirii acisindan énemli veriler igerir. Iyi ve kotii
arasindaki miicadelenin yaratilistan 6nceye uzanan siireci ayrintili bir sekilde tasvir
edilmistir. Heniiz melekler ve esyalar mevcut degilken aslinda bir biitiiniin pargasi
olan on yedi ruhun var oldugu ve bu ruhlarin kdinatin hemen ardindan bir Giiher
(Elmas) ile bir Kara Tag parcasini yarattiklar1 belirtilmektedir. On alt1 ruh; Hz. Mu-

33 Abdiilbaki Gélpinarli ve Pertev Naili Boratav, Pir Sultan Abdal (Istanbul: Derin Yayinlari, 2010), 55-56.

34 Ozmen, Alevi-Bektasi Siirleri Antolojisi II, 200
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hammed, Hz. Ali’nin neslinden gelen on bir Imam, Hz. Fatima, Hizir Peygamber, Hz.
Ali’nin at1 Diildiil ve kilic1 Ziilfikar’a karsilik gelmektedir. Ismi acik olarak zikre-
dilmemekle birlikte; Zat oldugu belirtilen ve diger on alt1 ruha isimleriyle hitap eden
on yedinci ruhun Hz. Ali oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Muhibb-1 hdnedan o giiherin varisi
olmustur ki ibaresiyle On iki Imam ve taraftarlari isaret edilmektedir. Giiherle birlik-
te yaratilan kara tastan ise cehennem ile Adem ve nesline kastedecek olan muhibb-i
hanedan disindaki yetmis iki millet yaratilmistir. Asli giiherden olan ve Giirth-1 Naci
ismiyle anilan yetmis ii¢lincii se¢kin topluluk, Muhammed-Ali yolunu ve erkanini
takip edeceklerdir. Kara tagin geri kalan kismindan ise Azazil (Seytan), karanlik, y1-
lan, cayan, akrep, pire, zelzele, hile, eziyet, 6fke, kin, kov, giybet, yalan, diismanlik,
cimrilik gibi insan hayatini1 olumsuz etkileyen unsurlar ile 6ziinii bilmeyen kullar ya-
ratilmistir. Adem’e secde etmesi emredildiginde, Azazil’in; ciimle meleklerden ulu-
yum ki bana secde ederler seklindeki cevabi iizerine Sah’in (Allah’1n); ya ash kara
tas; sizin kendinize, seyhinize hocaniza “kitdb-1 Mervan” okutarak dinden ¢ikartip
ahirette Yezidileri ayirip dinini beter ederim seklinde hitap ettigi nakledilmektedir.
Yine Sah’in agzindan nakledilen; “Abdal Miisa Sultan, Kizil Deli Sultan, Seyh Safi,
Hatayi ve Sah Abbas benim” ciimlesi ile kozmik anlatinin on besinci ve on altin-
c1 ylzyillarla baglantisinin kuruldugu anlasilmaktadir. Osmanli ve Safevi Devletleri
arasindaki rekabet goz oniinde bulunduruldugunda ilk iki ismin ilging bir paradoks
arz ettigi fark edilecektir. Abdal Masa Sultan ve Kizil Deli Sultdn, Abdalan-1 Rum ve
Anadolu’daki gocebe ¢evreler nazarinda kutsiyeti bulunan iki Gazi dervistir ve erken
donem Osmanli fetihlerinde 6nemli rolleri olmustur. Seyh Safi, Safevi Tarikatinin
kurucusunun ismi, Hatai ise Safevi Devletinin kurucusu olan Ismail’in mahlasidir.
Safevi Devletinin besinci hiikiimdarini isaret eden Abbas (1571-1629) ismi ise Ana-
dolu’daki Safevi propagandasinin on altinct ylizyilin ilk ¢eyreginde de etkili oldugu-
nu gostermektedir.*’

Kul Himmet ve Pir Sultan Abdal’a atfedilen asagidaki dortliiklerde ilahi niirdan ya-
ratilmis olan ve beld diyerek biat ettikleri i¢in diger yetmis iki topluluktan ayrilan
seckin toplulugun Yezid nesli ile olan miicadelesi dile getirilmistir:

Seyran edip su ‘dlemi gezerken

Ugradim gordiim bir boliik canlari

Cilimlesinin erkani bir yolu bir

Mevla’m bir nlirdan yaratmis anlari

35 Baki Yasa Altinok, Hizirname, Alevi-Bektasi Klasikleri 8 (Ankara: TDV Yayinlari, 2007), 368-536.
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Cimle bir miirside demisler beli
Tesbihleri Allah Muhammed “Ali
Mesrebi Hiiseyni ismi Alevi

Muhammed ‘Ali’ye ¢ikar yollari

Hasan Hiiseyn’i severim 0ziimden

Ben de beli dedim kald beli’den

Hakk Muhammed’den Miirvet ‘Ali’den
Edebim Muhammed ‘Ali’den geldi®

Gidi Yezid bize Kizilbas demis
Meger Sahi sevdi dese yoludur
Yetmis iki millet sevmedi Sah’1

Biz severiz Sah-1 Merdan ‘Ali’dir...

Serime bir sevda diistii
Ta kalu belda’dan beri
Yand: viicudum kiil oldu

Ates-i piiryandan beri

‘AlT’yi Fatma Kanber’i
Arka tuttuk biz anlari
Sevdik on iki imamlari

Ta kald beld’dan beri

Hasan Hiiseyin’i sevdik

Biz anlara ikrar verdik

36 Ibrahim Aslanoglu, (1997), Kul Himmet (Istanbul: Ekin Yayinlar1, 1997), 61-63.
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Yezid’in neslini kirdik

Ta kala bela’dan beri®’
On dokuzuncu yiizyilin ilk yarisinda yasayan Veli Baba’ya atfedilen asagidaki
dizeler, Anadolu sahasindaki Safevi niifuzunun Tiirkiye kiiltiir tarihinde biraktigi

izleri gostermesi bakimindan 6nem tasir. Veli Baba, Elest Ahdinde Allah Muhammed
ve Ali nliruna biat eden ruhlardan birisi oldugunu ifade eder:

Cihan derya iken, ‘alem su iken
‘Ars’da yesil kandil nlr olmadi m1
Ziihre yildizindan kirk bin yil evvel

Kudretinden bir top nir olmadi mi1

Ol ntr idi {i¢ miirsidin atas1
Allah ‘asik, Muhammed’dir putasi
Allah Muhammed ‘Ali’den 6tesi

Ol zaman ikisi bir olmadi1 mi...

Ugler besler ile kirklar yediler
Bir ikrar iistline bina kurdilar
Diinkii gelen ‘asik bu mu didiler

Elest’den ervah bir olmadi m1

Veli’m elest’den ervahin birdir
Fenerim Hakk’dandir kandilde nurdur
On iki imamdan esrarim vardir

Hiiseyn-i Kerbela pir olmadi mi1°®

37 Cahit Oztelli, Pir Sultan Abdal Biitiin Siirleri (Istanbul: Ozgiir Yayin-Dagitim, 1985), 110, 115-116.

38 Ismail Ozmen, Alevi-Bektasi Siirleri Antolojisi IV, 19. Yiizyil (Ankara: T.C. Kiiltiir Bakanlig1 Yayinlari,
1998c¢), 180.
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Sonug¢

Safevi Devleti, tarihsel siirecte bircok kez dile getirilmis olan ideolojik bir séylemi
donemine uyarlayarak Anadolu’daki gogebe ziimreleri yanina ¢ekmeyi hedefledi. Bu
siyasi manevra uzun vadede Anadolu ve Balkan cografyasinda beliren farkli bir islam
algisinin sekillenmesine katkida bulundu. Bu ¢ikarimim dahilinde Alevilik ve Bekta-
s1 Tarikatinin tamamen Safevi siyasetinin lriinleri oldugunu ima etmiyorum. Bu iki
grubun Islam algisinin sekillenmesinde siiphesiz birgok farkli hareket etkili olmus-
tu. Ote taraftan 16. yiizy1lin basindan giiniimiize uzanan siirecte Anadolu ve Balkan
kiiltiir sahasinda varligin siirdiiren bir islam yorumunun &6teki ile kendisi arasindaki
sinir1 belirleme noktasinda Safevi soyleminin ciddi izler biraktigini sdylemek yanlis
olmaz. Faal olduklar1 donem dahilinde Bektasiler ve giiniimiize kadar gelen siiregte
Aleviler diizenledikleri ikrar cemlerinde Elest Ahdi’ni ritiielistik baglamda tekrar et-
tiler. Topluluga kabul edilen yeni tiyeler “Allah, Muhammed ve Ali’nin Bir oldugu”
inancina sahitlik ettiler ve ikrar verdiler. Elest Ahdi’nin ritiiel baglamda canlandiril-
dig1 bolimlerde ilahi niiru simgeleyen kandiller yakildi ve Nir stiresinin 35 numa-
ral1 ayeti okundu. Her iki gelenek bilinyesinde diizenlenen ikrar cemlerinde ve diger
torenlerde Kerbela katliamina vurgu yapan deyisler ve nefesler okundu ve Yezid’e
lanet edildi. Bu sekilde kolektif hafizada meydana gelen zaman ¢dkmesi olgusu can-
I1 tutuldu. Topluluk kurallarini ihlal edenler ve dini vazifeleri yerine getirmeyenler
Yezid yaftasi ile ayiplandi. Yezid ismi 6tekini isaret eden bir ibare olarak kullanildi.*

Ismail’in Osmanli ordusu karsisinda bozguna ugramasi ve on altinci yiizy1lda Ana-
dolu’da vuku bulan isyanlarin bastirilmasi hasebiyle Mehdi merkezli sdylem kan
kaybetti. Bu siirecin ardindan Hz. Ali’ye izafe edilen kurtaricilik sifati, yeryiiziin-
den ziyade Ote diinya baglaminda islevselligini korumus gibi goriiniiyor. Hz. Ali’nin
kiyamet, yani hesap gliniinde sefaatci olacagi ve dogru inang sahiplerinin elinden tu-
tacagi inanci, Alevi gelenek igerisinde sik sik dile getirilmektedir. Yerytliziindeki za-
limlerin ve glinahkérlarin, yani Yezid-mesrep insanlarin cezasini obiir diinyada kilici

39 John Kingsley Birge, Bektasilik Tarihi, trc. Reha Camuroglu (Istanbul: Ant Yayinlari, 1991), 198- 215.
M. Tevfik Oytan, Bektasiligin I¢yiizii; Dibi- Kogesi- Yiizii ve Astar1, (Istanbul: Demos Yayinlari, 2007),
203-204, 379-380.
Mehmet Yazic1, “Aleviligi Anlamanin imkani: Alevi Deyislerinin ve Giilbanglarinin Kavalcik Koyii
Orneginde Sosyolojik Analizi” (Doktora Tezi, Firat Universitesi, 2011), 99-131, 238-245, 269-273, 309-322.
Engin Buz, “Alevi Yazininda Osmanli hngesi” (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Y1ldiz Teknik Universitesi, 2010),
71-103, 125-160.
Ertan, Urkmez, “Tarihten Mitosa Tiirkiye Kiiltiir Tarihinde Mitolojik Ali Tasavvurlar1” (Doktora Tezi,
Hacettepe Universitesi, 2020), 201-215.
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Zilfikar ile verecek olan isim Hz. Ali’dir.*°

Diialist diinya goriisiine ait inang¢ oriintiileri antik ¢aglardan gilinlimiize uzanan siireg
dahilinde bir¢ok yolculuk yapti. Bu yolculuklar1 esnasinda farkli kiiltiirel renklere bii-
riindiiler ve farkli amaclara hizmet ettiler. Eski iran cografyasinda hakim olan diialist
zihniyet, Arap yarimadasinda dogan Islam inancinin akidelerini de kendi penceresin-
den yorumladi. Tabii ki bu siiregte aktif olan inang driintiilerinin kendisi degildi. In-
sanlar zamanlarinin ve mekanlarinin icap ettirdigi sekillerde bu inang¢ driintiilerinden
farkli sekillerde yararlandilar. Kimi zaman siyasal bir sdyleme zemin olusturmak icin
kullandilar kimi zaman ise ¢ektikleri acilara kars1 dayanma giiciinii bu inancglarda bul-
dular. On altinci yiizyila gelindiginde diialist motifler barindiran bir siyasi sdylemin
Anadolu cografyasinda da islevsel hale geldigi goriilmektedir. Siyasi hedefler dogrul-
tusunda daha oOnceleri defalarca kullanilmis olan Kerbela’nin intikami sdyleminden
[smail de istifade etmek istedi. Osmanl1 yonetimi tarafindan hakir gériilen ve yerlesik
yasama zorlanan gdgebe Tiirkmenler, Ismail’i kurtarici olarak gordiiler ve sdylemini
de ic¢sellestirdiler. Siyasi hedefler dogrultusunda giincellenen bu sdylemin asil biiyiik
etkisi sosyolojik diizlemde gergeklesti. Farkli bir islam algisinin sekillenme siirecin-
de Safevi soyleminin de katkis1 oldu. On altinc1 yiizyilda vuku bulan siyasi hadiseler
yedinci ylizyilda ger¢ceklesmis bir olayin hatirasi baglaminda yorumlandi. Benzeri bir
tutumu giiniimiizde de gérmek mimkiindiir. Tirkiye’de yasayan Alevi toplumunun
kolektif belleginde on altinci yiizyilin hatiralar: en az Kerbela hadisesi kadar énemli
bir yer tutar.
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